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| TO THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CLERGY AND LAITY OP 
THE ARCHDIOCESS OF DUBLIN, WISHES HEALTH - 


AND BLESSING IN OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. 


\ Y E think it neceſſary, deareſt Brethren, to in- 
ſtruft you on a ſubjeft, which the circumſtances of 
our times render peculiarly important. The name of 
liberty is reſounded by all deſcriptions of people, whilſt 
the nature and ſignification of that faſcinating word, 
are not in general underſtood, nor juſtly regarded. 

The deſire of liberty is implanted in the human 
breaſt, and when directed by ſound reaſon, and regu- 
| lated by wholeſome laws, is the fruitful and peren- 
nial ſource of moft exalted virtues. The genius. of 
ſervitude 1s hoſtile to virtue, and produces m more vi- 
ces than ſlaves. | 
Ihe religion of Iæsus Cnntsr, from the pe 
rior excellence of its motives, exalts human nature, 
while it renders us the ſervants of all, by the ſublime 
duties of charity and obedience: Hence St. Paul * 

declares, that the Goſpel is a law of liberty. 


* Gal, ch, iv. v. 32. Ibid, ch. v. 19 alibi. | 5 5 
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But liberty, from the corruption of human nature 
impatient of reſtraint, often degenerates into licen- 
tiouſneſs, and then becomes the fatal cauſe of innu- 
numerable calamities; the ties which unite and 
bind together the different orders of ſociety are 
looſened, the ſovereign power which ſhould be re- 
ſpetted under every mode of legal government, is 
ſhaken and frequently deſtroyed ; religion periſhes 
or relaxes; and every thing being miſplaced, all or- 
der is loſt in zuarchy and confuſion. The people 
deceived by the charms and deluſive attraftions of 
an apparent Liberty, inadvertently plunge into the 
moſt horrid exceſſes, and finiſh their violent purſuits 
by eſtabliſhing a moſt hateful deſpotiſm, planned by 
the very perſons who began the tragedy by - Ono 
ing themſelves the avengers of tyranny. 

Human nature is invariably the ſame. Men have 
ever been the ſport of their paſſions, and the tools 
of deſigning perſons who flatter them. The hiſtory 
of all ages to our own times, furniſhes too many 
examples of intriguing adventurers, impoſing on 
the credulity of an ignorant or un ſuſpecting multi- 
tude, and alienating them from their duty to the 
ſlate, by ſpecious and flattering ſyſtems of inde- 
pendence. 

Theories on government may amuſe the ſpecula- 
tive reaſoner in his cloſet, When confined within 
the precintts of his library they are harmleſs ; but 
experience fully evinces the direful confuſion occa- 
ſioned by an attempt to reduce them to practice. 

The moſt effeftual method of guarding you, dear- 
eſt Brethren, againſt this laſbionable and dangerous 

11 ſeduction, 
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ſeduQion, i is, to impreſs on your minds a reverence 
for thoſe fundamental laws, which have eſtabliſhed a 
ſovereign and controling power over you, and a re- 
ſpe for them as the inſtruments of a beneſicem 
Providence; which, foreſeeing the weakneſs and 
wants of man, has prevented the diſorders of anar- 
chy by the appointment of rulers to govern, to de- 
fend, and protect mankind in religious and civil 
concerns: inſtead of reviling, you ſhould cheriſh 
that ſovereign power eſtabliſhed in every civiliſed 
nation to promote your ſocial happineſs. The ſo- 
vereigns and [adminiſtrators of ſupreme power, 
ſhould likewiſe reſpett the authority placed in them 
by God; and ſeriouſly conſider, that being miniſters 
of his providence, they ought to be the images of 
his wiſdom and goodneſs, Liberty then does not 
conſiſt in the unreſtrained freedom of acting as we 
pleaſe, but in that ſubordination to laws, which . 
bid us to do evil, and oblige us to contribute to the 
general intereſt of the community. | 
A liberty to act capriciouſly and as we pleaſe on 
all occaſions, is abſurd; and contrary to What we 
owe to Almighty God, who requires the ſacrifice of 
our inclinations and will: it is contrary. to what we 
owe to Juſtice; becauſe by always following the 
impulſe of our paſſions, we Would neceſlarily violate 
tbe rights of others as often as they obſtruct our ſel- 
fiſh views: our avarice would deprive our neighbour 
of his property ; our ambition and deſire of domina- 
tion would leſſen, if not deſtroy his liberty: it 
Vould be likewiſe contrary to public order and ihe 
peace of ſociety; becauſe by relaxing the ties which | 
ED B2 pPreſerve 
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preſerve ſubordination, the ſupreme authority in the 
ſtate muſt vaniſh, and the means of maintaining pub- 
lic ſafety, and promoting the advantage of individuals, 
would be deſtroyed, Finally, that liberty is contrary 
to true virtue, and to the happineſs which {we all de- 
ſire, as they cannot exiſt without ſubjection to law. 
By deſtroying authority grounded on the duties of 
ſubordination and obedience, we could not be go- 
verned by law ; which cannot operate but by autho- 


rity ; and then we would be overwhelmed by the 


misfortunes of anarchy, and ſubjefted to the domi- 
nion of force and violence. The hand of the 110 | 


would give law to the weak. 


True liberty holds a middle place between that 
independence which admits no reſtraint, and the 
condition of a flave who acknowledges the ſole will 
of a deſpot as law and government. Eccleſiaſtical 
and civil laws eſtabliſh regulations to ſecure our re-. 
poſe, and rational liberty in church and ſtate. 
Hence, we are to conclude, that people enjoy free- 
dom, in proportion as the conſtitution under which 


- they live, 1s calculated to promote public happineſs, 


to enforce juſtice and ſocial order, and to permit 
every liberty compatible with the attainment and 
ſecure enjoyment of theſe invaluable objefs. The 
law of JEsUSs CHR158T reſtrains the inclinations of 
man more than any other; nevertheleſs, it renders 
us more free in reality, by reſcuing us from the 
tyranny of our paſſions, the moſt cruel kind of ſla. 
very; in order to ſubject our will to the order of 


78. Paul, Rom. g. vi. v, 16, Aa 
0 Society 
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Society implies diſſerent claſſes and orders of men, 
neceſſarily ſubordinate and dependant. Were we 
all equally at liberty to interpret the law of nature, 
every one would become the ſole arbiter of his du- 
ties, and be at perfect liberty to violate them, No 
ſuperior and reſtraining authority would be acknow- 
ledged, Property would be inſecure. There would 

be no peace, becauſe there would be no- means of 


terminating diſputes; no rampart or eſſectual oppo- | 


ſition to outrage. Every paſſion would triumph in 

proportion to its violence: the property, the liberty, 
the honor, and even the life of each individual, 
would be at the mercy of all. The ſtrong man, after 
oppreſſing his feeble neighbour, would, in his turn, 
become the prey of another ſtronger than himſelf. 
| Jealouſy, luſt, pride, arrogance, ambition, and re- 


ſentment would arm men againſt each other. The 


diverſity of genius, of views and deſigns, of intereſts, 


- would be alone ſufficient to ſow diſcord amongſt | 
them: confuſion would be increaſed by their num- 


bers; their ſtrength and inclinations being divided, 
could not unite to promote the public advantage, 


becauſe the authority capable of reſtraining them 
would be deſtroyed. Every compact, every bargain, 


would be as ineffeftual as the laws to preſerve order 
and juſtice; without a coercive power deriving from 
authority, ſufficient to enforce their obſervance. A 
levite publicly inſulted his nation and the Deity by 
introducing an idolatrous worſhip. The ſcripture 
- aſſigns as a reaſon, that there was not in them days 
any authority, any king in Iſrael ; and that every one 
did as he thought proper“. 505 
| * Juds xvii. 6, 


Every . 
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Every ſovereignty and government being eſta- 
bliſhed on the duty of obedience, neither can poſ- 
ſibly exiſt without it; nor can there be any duty of 
obedience where there 1s no Jaw, nor any law with- 
out religion of ſome kind; that is, without the wor- 

ſhip of a ſupreme being preſiding and watching 
over the intereſts of mankind, and commanding us 

to preſerve and reſpett public order. The obliga- 
tion to obey the civil laws and ſovereign power, 
ſuppoſes a primary law of order and juſtice, which 

1 | conſtitutes a part of the worſhip we owe to the 

| + Deity : without that primary law perſonal intereſt 

1 would be the only rule of action, and force alone 

could procure dominion; but neither perſonal inte- 

_ reſt nor force can eſtabliſh right or juſtice. If there 

be no rewards or puniſhments in a future ſtate, the 
moſt powerful motive which can influence the moral 
condutt of man is deſtroyed. If a ſovereign prince, 
or other ſupreme executive power of any ſtate 
ſhould, in the meridian of proſperity, confider their 
reſpeftive authority and dominions ſo firmly -efta- 
bliſhed as to be permanent and unchangeable, with- 
out apprehenſion from the oppoſition of their ſub. 
Jets; nothing could eſſectually moderate the exer- 
ciſe of that authority and dominion, but religion ; 
which teaches ſovereigns to expett an inveſtigation 
of the condutt of every man hereafter. If princes 
and other adminiſtrators of ſovereign power, ſhould 
in a moment of conqueſt and triumph, conſider it 
more conducive to their happineſs to ſacrifice the 
deareſt rights and the peace of ſubjefts to their own 
ambition or caprice, the government muſt become 
| tyrannical, 
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tyrannical, without religion; becauſe nothing elſe 
can alarm their conſcience, or make them fully 
ſenſible of what they owe to the Supreme Being, to 
their ſubjects, and to themſelves. The caſe is fimi- 
lar with reſpect to a ſubject. If he ſhould from his 
eloquence, connettions, riches, influence, intrigue, 
or other means, procure ſuperiority over the people, 
and become their leader, and at the ſame time flatter 
himſelf that crimes are unpuniſhed in the next life; 
he will not ſcruple to perpetrate the moſt atrocious 
in the catalogue of ſins, to accompliſh his ends, and 
to arrive at the ſummit of his ambition. He will 
conſider treaſon and revolt as harmleſs and neceſ- 
ſary; and finally overturn the conſtitution and go- 
vernment of his country, to become a deſpot; All 
legal government muſt be neceſſarily diſſolved, when 
the dictates of religion and conſcience are ſtifled. 
They alone can eſtabliſh the thrones of kings, and 


che authority of any ſovereign power; by the happy 


correſpondence of* juſtice and obedience, of pater- 
nal ſolicitude and reſpect, which they inſpire and 
enforce, between rulers of every OY and 
their ſubjeAs. 


The Pagans were ſenſible of this truth *: aka | 


the darkneſs of ſuperſtition Dy obſcured the no- _ 


tions 


* Omnia namque poſt religionem ponenda ſemper noſtra civitas 
duxit, etiam in quibus ſummæ majeſtatis conſpici ducus voluit. 
Val. Max. lib. I. Chap. I. de Relig,----Sit hoc a principio per- 
ſuaſum civibus, dominos eſſe omnium rerum ac moderatores deos; 


eaque quæ geruntur, eorum geri judicio ac numine; eoſdemque op® 


time de genere hominum mereri, & qualis quiſque ſit, quid agat, quid 
| CY qua mente & qua pietate reli pools colat intueri, piorum 
& 
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tions they formed of a Supreme Being, they ac- 
knowledged gods who preſided over the government 
of nations, who preſcribed juſtice to kings and 
rulers, and ſubmiſſion to ſubjetts; who puniſhed 
crimes and rewarded virtue- Thoſe Pagans con- 
ſidered the homage and honour rendered to the 
Deity as the firſt of all laws. Their legiſlators af- 
| firmed, that they received the laws propoſed by 
them, from the gods; in order to render them more 
| reſpefted, and to give them a ſtability not to be 
expected from the efforts of man. The religion of 
Pagans diffuſed but a glimmering light on the 
maxims of government. True religion alone, can 
ſufficiently enlighten mankind. It is only from the 
ſpirit and principles of chriſtianity, that ſovereigns 
and ſubjefts can extract the ſalutary truths and regu- 
lations, which fix the power of the former, and 
proſperity of the latter ; by teaching kings and rulers 
to love their ſubjefts, and to govern them as their 
children; and exhorting ſubjefts to obey, reſpe&, 
and love them as the miniſters of the Deity, and 
fathers of their country, | 
From theſe general obſervations on the nature 
of liberty which have been illuſtrated by the moſt 
celebrated writers of ancient and modern times, of 
different countries and religions *, on law and 
2 government; 
& impiorum habere rationem. Cic. de Legib. Lib. 2. Pag. 351. 
Edit. 2659. Prima in omni republica bene conſtituta, cura eſt de 


vera religione, non autem de falſa vel fabuloſa ſtabilienda, in qua 
ſummus magiſtratus teneris inſtruatur. Plato de repub. Lib, 29. 


* Ariſtotle, Plato, Cicero. Demoſthenes paſſim: The holy fa- 


tþers generally. Juſlinian and imperial laws, S. Thomas paſſim, 
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government; it muſt be concluded, that ſociety 
cannot exiſt without ſovereign, legiſlative, executive 
and controlling powers, lodged in one or more, 
according to the reſpective forms of government 
adopted and eſtabliſhed in different States. By the 
- conſtitution of this kingdom, the ſovereign legiſla- 
tive power reſides in the king, lords and commons 
in parliament united: the ſupreme executive au- 
thority is entruſted to his majeſty, who appoints 
judges and magiſtrates to expound and enforce 
ſtatute and common law. He is the fountain of 
honors, and appoints all officers in the realm, either 
by himſelf immediately, or by his repreſentatives 
in the government. Theſe legiſlative and execu- 
tive powers are to be reſpected in every ſtate, as 
deriving from God himſelf, the fountain of order 
and juſtice f. 

This general doctrine is applicable to the fove- 
reign power in every ſtate, whether legal, ariſto- 
cratical, democratical, or mixed; even when exer. 
ciſed by ungodly or perſecuting rulers. The Jews 
and particularly in opuſc. de regimine principis. King Alfred's 
laws. Grotius, Puffendorff, Suarez de Legib. Boſſuet paſſim. 


 Monteſquieu eſprit des loix----Domat. Droit public Lib. i. Black- 
one comment. & alii plurimi. De P authorite des deux puiſſances 
a Straſbourgh 1788. Tom. 1. | 
1 By me kings reign and 1 3 jul things. By 
me princes rule, and the mighty decree juſtice. Prov, viii. 15 and 
| 26.----Let every ſoul be ſubje& to higher powers: for there is no 
power but from God: and thoſe that are, are ordained of God. 
And they that reſiſt, purchaſe to themſelves damnation. Wherefore 
be ſubje& of neceſſity, not only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience 
ſake. Rom. xiii. 1. 2. 5. See ibid. vi. 16. 18. 20.---Puff, de jure 
nat. & gent. Lib. 7. Cap. g. Domat loco cit. Grotius de jure 


| belli & pacis, Lib. I. Cap. g. 55 
wonen 
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when conferring the ſovereign power on Simon 
Machabeus, reſolved expreſsly, „That it ſhould 
„not be lawful for any of the people, or of the 
« prieſts, to annul any of theſe things, or to gainſay 

his words, or to call together an aſſembly with- 
out him “. 
5 The royal character, ſays the illuſtrious Boſ- 

« ſuet +, is holy and ſacred even in infidel princes. 
« Iſaias calls Cyrus the anointed of the Lord r. 
« Nabuchodonoſor was ſo impious and haughty as 
« to compare himſelf with God, and put thoſe to 
« death that refuſed him ſacrilegious worſhip: 
„ nevertheleſs Daniel addreſſed him in theſe words 
Hou art a king of kings: and the God of hea- 
« ven hath given thee a_hingdom, and firength, and 
* power, and glory h. From the ſame. reſpect for 
« rulers, the choſen people of God prayed for the 
« lives of Nabuchodonoſor ||, and of Balthaſar, and 
« Aſſuerus. Achab and Jeſabel ordered the Pro- 
„ phets to be put to death. Elias complains of them 
« to God, but continues in his obedience to chem J; 
„and the Prophets during theſe perſecutions per- 
« form prodigies to preſerve the king, and his 
« government**, Eliſeus does the ſame in the reign | 
« of Joram, as impious as his father. “ Manaſſes 
exceeded his predeceſſors in impiety, and made 
Judah fin againſt God by aboliſhing his worſhip 
and filling Jeruſalem with the blood of his ſer- 
vants 4; yet Iſaias and the Prophets never excited 


* + Mach. xiv. 444 1 Polit. Lib. vi. art. 2 prop. 5. 
1 Is. xlv. 1. + Dan. ii. gy, [ Eſdr. vi. 10. 1 3. Kings 
xix. 1. 10. 14. “ g. Kings xx. 7 Ibid. iv. ii, ft lbid. iv. 
xxi. 2. 3. 6. Eo 


nor 
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nor encouraged the ſmalleſt tumult or reſiſtance to 
his government. | 

Jeſus Chriſt ati and praRiiſed this doc- 
trine. He ordered the Jews “ to obſerve what the _ 
Scribes and Phariſees recommended, becauſe they 
were ſeated on the chair of Moſes; but warned 
them at the ſame time not to follow their ex- 


ample. He declared, that the power exerciſed _ 


by Pilate was from above t, and deſired the Phari- 
ſees to render unto Cæſar the things that are Caſar's}. 
St. Paul excuſes his want of reſpe& to the high 
prieſt, whom he did not know ; it is written, ſays he, 
thou ſhalt not ſpeak evil of the prince of thy people F. 
He recommends obedience to the powers that are, 
as deriving their authority from God |}, at a time 
when Nero the moſt cruel of tyrants was ſeated on 
the imperial throne. St. Peter deſires us /o fear God, 
and honor the king; to be ſubjef to our maſters with 
all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but alſo to 
the froward J. to the king as excelling, and to * 
nors as ſent by hin, &c. of 
The primitive chriſtians exemplified theſe pre- 
cepts of our Redeemer and his apoſtles, during the 
moſt violent perſecutions againſt their religion; 
and ſolemnly avowed their fidelity to the very 
emperors and governors, who were ſhedding their 
blood. The ancient apologiſts of chriſtians vindi- 
cated them in their writings from the charge of 
revolt againſt the flate, which they conſidered as a 


aich. xxiii, 2, 3. + John xix. f Matth. xxii. 21. 
Acts xxii. 5. | Rom, xiii, 1. 2. 3. 11 Pet. ch. ii. 
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kind of ſacrilege; “ and during three hundred 
years of perſecution, amidſt numberleſs plots and 
conſpiracies againſt the emperors, not a ſingle 
chriſtian was diſcovered amongſt the conſpirators. 
It has been objected by ancient and modern infidel 
writers, that chriſtians in theſe ages were few, and 
unable to oppoſe their perſecutors ; but Tertul- 
lian who lived in the ſecond and third centuries,” 
- denies the faft expreſsly. We could,” ſays this 
ancient father addreſſing himſelf to the emperors, 
and other pagans, © We could ſet fire to the city, 
« if we thought it lawful to return evil for evil. 
„% Were we inclined to act as enemies, would we 
* want troops and arms? Would the Moors, or 
the Marcomans, the very Parthians be more nu- 
„% merous than us, who are ſpread over the earth, 
* who occupy your cities, your iſlands, your caſtles, 
* your aſſemblies, the tribes, the palaces, the ſenate, 
6 the bar, the public places? We leave only the 
« temples to yourſelves, But were we even leſs 
* numerous than you are; would we not be equal 
* to war of any kind? We, who ſuffer death with 
* ſuch conſtancy. The religion which you perſe- 
aute prohibits us from uſing any other arms than 
* patience and prayer. We are determined to at- 
„ tempt nothing againſt the emperors. Thoſe 
« whoſe manners are directed by God, ſhould not 
only ſpare their ſovereigns, but mankind: and 
„hat is not permitted againſt any other, is leſs 
* Juſtin, Irenæus, Tatianus, Athenogoras, Theophilus, Apolli- | 


naris, Clemens Alexand. Tertullian, Minutius Felix, Cyprian, S, 
Athanaſius, S. Baſil the Great, S. Gregory Niſſen, and Nazianzen, 8. 


Ambroſe, 8. Chry ſoſſom, 8. Auſtin, 8. Jerom, 8. Cyril Alex. and 
pthers, | allowable 


\ 
© 
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« allowable againſt our rulers: you calumniate us 
* before the emperor as guilty of treaſon. We de- 
« fire you to name the chriſtian concerned in the 
« plots and conſpiracies of Niger, of Albinus, or of 
« Caſſius!” * When Julian the apoſtate attempted 

to revive idolatry, the greater part of the Roman 
empire had embraced the chriſtian faith f. His 
perſecution againſt the church became more dan- 
gerous by his artifices, He endeavoured to tire 
the patience of chriſtians, inſtead of ſhedding their 
blood. Did they avail themſelves of their numbers 
and power to ſecure their religion and peace? No. 


Influenced ſolely by the maxims of the goſpel, they _ 


followed the example of their fathers, and carefully 
diſtinguiſhed between the obedience due to the 
emperor when conducting them to battle againſt the 
enemies of the ſtate, and their duty to God, when 
Julian endeavoured by force or perſuaſion, to com- 
pel or allure them to idolatry f, The ſame conduR 
was uniformly purſued * their poſterity and ſuc- 
ceſſors 


3 Tertullian in Apol, cap. 37. Ibid. ad ſcap, cap. 2. 

+ Salutari doctrina longe lateque fuſa, et apud nos præſertim 
dominante, Religionem Chriſtianam immutare, atque 'in diverſum 
movere conari, nihil aliud fuerit quam Romanorum imperium con- 
vellere, ac de rerum ſumma pericliuri. S. Greg. Nazianz. Orat. 5 | 
in julian. | | 
1 Aliquando injuſti perveniunt ad Wal ſzculi ; Cum per- 

venerint, et facti fuerint vel judices, vel reges ; quia hæc facit Deus 
propter diſciplinam plebis ſuæ, non poteſt fieri niſi exhibeatur illis 
honor debitus poteſtati . . . . . . Julianus extitit infidelis imperator, 
iniquus idololatra: Milites chriſtiani ſervierunt imperatori infideli. 
Ubi veniebatur ad cauſum Chriſti, non agnoſcebant niſi illum qui in 
cœlo erat. Quando. volebat ut idola colerent et thurificarent, præ- 
nonebant illi Deum. Quando autem dicebat: producite aciem, 

- ita 
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ceſſors under Conſtance *, more cruel than the Pa- 
gan emperors. Infligated by the Arians, be ſpread 
deſolation over the chriſtian world, by perſecuting 
all who adhered to the council of Nice; and believed 
the divinity of Chriſt, The church, incapable of 
betraying the truth by a mean and temporizing fi- 
lence, proclaims it aloud, and denies her commu- 
nion to the Arians; but oppoſes only exhortations, 
ſupplications, and patience, to the ſanuginary edifts 
of Conſtance, and of the empreſs Juſtina, although 
the army under Maximus had offered to eſpouſe the 
cauſe of the Catholics and of St. Ambroſe, againſt 
Juſtina and the Arians +, | 
The bloody perſecution againſt 'Catholics was 
continued by Theodoric, king of Italy, by the Goths 
in Spain, by .Hunneric and other Vandal princes in 
Africa, who aſſiſted the Arian biſhops in their at- 
tempts io deſtroy the Catholic faith. What were 
the arms of the church, and condudt of the faithful 
in theſe circumſtances? Patience, prayer, and obe- 
dience to the ruling powers. Do not, ſaid S. Ful- 
gentius addreſſing Traſimond, king of the Vandals, 
in the name of many Catholic biſhops of Africa, who 
were exiles in Sardinia; Do not accuſe us of dif. 
« reſpeft when we anſwer with candour and firm» 
gels on the ſubject of our faith. We know you 


939 


e 
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ite contra illam gentem, ſtatim obtemperabant. Diſtinguebant Domi- 
num #ternum a Domino temporali ; & tamen ſubditi erant propter 
Dominum æternum, etiam Domino temporali, Aug. in Pf, 124. N. 5, 

* Lucif, Calar, lib, de non parcendo. Athan. Apol, ad Conſt, 
Tom. 1. num: 18. | | | | 

+ Ambr, Epiſt. 20. Nov. Edit. Num. 11, 22, & 2g. Idem, 
derm. cont, Auxen, Num, 2. Theodor, lib, 5. cap. 14. 
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« are inveſted with the royal dignity, and that we 
* ought to fear God, and honor kings, according to 
« the words of the Apoſtle: Render to every one 
« what you owe him; fear him whom you ought 
to fear, honor him whom you ought to honor; 
« Fear God and honor the king. Wherefore, we 
render reſpect and due obedience to your elemen- 
cy, whom God has raiſed to the ſupreme dignity ; 
„but how much ought we to dread the King of 
« kings, the eternal King, who commands us to ho- 
nor the kings of the earth?“ 


This conſcientious reſpe& and ſubmiſſion to the = 


conſtituted ruling powers, has invariably diſtinguiſh. 
ed the Catholics of every age aud nation, becauſe it 

is a principle of their religion +: the Iriſh Catho- 
| lics have adhered to this principle in the moſt ex- 
emplary manner. Church hiſtory does not furniſh 
more luminous proofs of fortitude and perſeverance 
in the ancient faith, nor of more dutiful allegiance 
to the ruling powers, than what hath been exhibited 
by the Catholics of Ireland, ſince the defection of 
Henry VIII. from the See of Rome and centre of 
Catholic unity; under the preſſure of laws depriv- 
ing them of property, honors, immunities, employ- 
ments, and threatening even their. lives, Their 
principles and conduct have been induftriouſly miſ- 
repreſented ; their clergy reviled and debaſed. Doc- 
trines have been imputed to them, which they have 
| abjured as abſurd; and equally repugnant to com- 
mon honeſty and religion. Their oaths and decla- 
rations, diſclaiming theſe imputed tenets, and avow- 


* $, Fulgent. Ruſpens. ad Traſim. lib. 1. * 2. 
t | See above gg & ſeq, 


ing 
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ing their genuine and immutable principles of reli - 
gion, their unſhaken ſentiments of loyalty and ho- 
nor, have been lighted and ridiculed ; yet under 
| theſe accumulated inflances of perſecution and ca- 
lumny, they have, after the example of the primitive 
Chriſtians, been as remarkable for their dutiful at- 
tachment to the king, their reverence for the conſti- 
tution as formed of king, lords, and commons, their 
obedience to the laws, and reſpect for magiſtrates ; 
as for their firmneſs in profeſſing the religion of 
their anceſtors, under all the temporal worldly diſ- 
advantages we have mentioned“. | 
The ſame goſpel ſpirit of ſubordination and re- 
| ſpeft towards God, and the miniſters of his power 
on earth, conſtantly manifeſted itſelf in the zealous 
endeavours of the Catholic nobility, gentry, clergy, ' 
and informed individuals of every deſcription in 
their communion, to aid the government and magi- 
ſtrates in repelling a foreign enemy, or preſerving 
internal peace. The ſubordinate departments of his 
majeſty's army and fleet are filled with Iriſh Catho- 
lics; who do not, however, enjoy that freedom in 
pradtiſing their religious duties and rites, to which 
they are ſo juſtly entitled by their fidelity, and meri- 
torious ſervices. The generous effuſions of loyalty 
and patriotiſm diſplayed by the late Mr. George 
Goold of Cork, is within our recollection. At a cri- 
tical period during the American war, when go- 
vernment was embarraſſed, he nobly came forward 
with an offer to lend a great ſum of money without 
intereſt, to pay the arrears due to a part of the army ; 
and received public thanks from Sir 7ohn Iruine, 
* See Curry's Review of the Civil Wars of Ireland. | 


then 
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"hen — in chief of his PIO 5 forced i in 
this kingdom. ae 

The exertions of the Catholic biſhops and al 

of the nobility and gentry, and of every Catholic of 
conſideration in Munſter, in Ulſter, and in ſome 

counties of . Leinſter, in ſuppreſſing Whate-boys, 
Rig t- boys, Defenders, and other rioters, are equally 
notorious; and were acknowledged by government 
in official letters of thanks to ſome of the Catholic 
clergy and Jaity. _ 

Juſtice calls on us, deareſt aging to eee 
with gratitude, the humanity and benevolence exer- 
ciſed in the moſt calamitous times, by the executive 
government, with reſpe& to ſome laws againſt the 

Catholics of Ireland; eſpecially ſince the acceſſion® 
5 of the illuſtrious houſe of Brunſunck to the throne 
of theſe realms. The magiſtrates in moſt places, 
imitating the tenderneſs and affetion of the King 
towards all his good ſubjects, frequently connived at 
the exerciſe of our religious rites, and enforced the 
laws againſt the harmleſs miniſters of religion with 
_reluftance; but, unhappily, neither they, nor his 
| majeſty, could prevent the cruel operation of laws 
reſpeQting the property of Catholics. ' In conſe- 
| quence of theſe unnatural laws, which encouraged 
the rebellion of a child againſt his parent, the eſtates 
and property of ancient Catholic families were di- 
vided, and frequently became the. joint property of 
an unprincipled and villainous informer. Number- 
leſs Catholic and loyal families were reduced to po- 
verty in this manner; and ſubmitted to it, rather 
than perjure themſelves by taking oaths irreconcila- 


ble with their religious principles and conſcience. | 
D | 2 
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It was reſerved for the auſpicious reign of our 
preſent moſt gracious ſovereign king George III. 
the father of all his people, to alleviate the oppreſ- 
fion under which his faithful Iriſh Roman Catholic 
ſubjects had ſo long, and ſo patiently groaned. He 


conſidered their dutiful remonſtrances, and ſub- 


mitted them to an enlightened and humane parlia- 
ment; which, equally ſenſible of the loyal and peace- 
able conduct of this deſerving body during a long 
period of perſecution, concurred with' his majeſty 
in repealing ſeveral penal laws affecting the exerciſe 
of their religion, and ſecurity of their landed pro- 


perty . 


This merited condeſcenſion in his majeſly and 
parliament has, as was naturally expected, produced 
the happieſt effefts. Arts, commerce, manufaQtures, 
tillage and induſtry are promoted with an energy 
and ſucceſs hitherto unknown ; and muſt neceſſarily 
advance in proportion to the legal protection af- 
forded to Roman Catholics; as they compoſe the 


great body of the Iriſh people, 


A continuation of the ſame loyal and peaceable 
demeanour which recommended us to the attention 
of his majeſty and parliament, is the moſt eſſectual 
meaſure to enſure their benevolence, and crown 


our humble applications for emancipation with ſue- 


ceſs, Our religion ſtrictly forbids riot of any kind, 
and prudence dictates the moſt zealous endeavours 
to prevent even the appearance of it. None but the 


ſeditious, or the enemies of ſubordination and na- 


tional proſperity, and of our emancipation which is 
* By Acts paſſed in the year 1778 and 17832. 
intimately 
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intimately connected with it, can be pleaſed at your 
being concerned in any commotion. Intereſted 
perſons only can rejoice at any imprudence on our 
part. Beware then, we conjure you, deareſt bre- 
thren, of their inſidious attempts to ſeduce you from 
the allegiance due and ſworn to his Majeſty; under 
the ſpecious pretext of reform, or of aſſerting your 
rights. Reflect, we beſeech you, that the preroga- 
tives of the crown, and rights of both houſes of par- 
liament, are eſtabliſhed by the principles of our 
happy conſtitution, and that any attempt to dimi- 
niſh the conſtitutional rights of the king, of the 
lords, or of the commons, tends to demoliſh the ve- 
nerable ſtructure raiſed by our anceſtors to ſecure 
true liberty, property, and peace to all tanks of ſoci- | 
ety in this kingdom, 

The three component parts of our legillature are 
ſo dependant on, and interwoven with each other, 
that the diſſolution of any one of them neceſſarily 
| implies the deſtruction of all. 

Our anceſtors were too often the dupes of in- 
triguing enemies. Their misfortunes ſhould be a 
ſalutary leſſon to us, and guard us againſt intempe- 
rate conduct; and teach us that practical loyalty to 
his majeſty, that reverence for the conſtitution, that 
obedience to the Jaws, not directly militating againſt 
our tenets, which the Catholic religion inſpires and 
inculcates. | 

There muſt be abuſes under every conflitution, 
and under every poſſible ſyſtem of government, 
while the adminiſtration of it depends on man, ioo 
often the dupe of paſſion and ſelfiſh propenſities, 
Perfection is the excluſive attribute of God: our 

MY a remon. 


20 DR. Taor's PASTORAL IxsTRVUcTIOx. 

bud 4 —— — _p— — 
remonſtrances againſt abuſes ſhould be always loyal 
and decorous. We ſpeak the language of the gol- 
pel, exemplified in the conduct of our divine Re- 
deemer, and in that of his diſciples and followers 1 in 
all ages to our own times *. | | 

Kings, and other miniſters of power under every 
conſtitution and ſyſtem of government, have like- 
wiſe their duties and obligations to comply with; 
and muſt render a ſevere account of their conduct to 
the ſupreme Ruler of the world +. 

It is from him they derive their power t; which 
was given to them for the advantage of the 
community, and not for their own private intereſt. 
« Take notice, ſaid Seneca to Nero, that the repub- 
« lic is not your's, but you belong to the republich.” 
Subjefts are not in the hands of rulers ſpiritual or 
temporal, as a property to be diſpoſed of at pleaſure, 
but as a ſacred depoſit entruſted to them by God, to 
whom they are anſwerable. Governors are called 
paſlors in holy writ, to denote that they ought, like 
good ſhepherds, to watch over the people with ſoli- 
citude and tenderneſs], The very Pagans conſi- 

| | ſidered 


® See eds p. 11. & ſeq. 

+ A moſt ſevere judgment ſhall be is hou that bear rule. 
Wiſd. vi. 6. { See above p. 9. 

& Adverte, rem publicam non eſſe tuam, ſed te reipublicæ. 

} God curſes ſelfiſh rulers in theſe terrible words: ** Woe to the 
„ ſhepherds of Iſrael that fed themſelves ; ſhould not the flocks be 
| 4 fed by the ſhepherds? You eat the milk, and you cloathed your- 
4 ſelves with the wool, and you killed that which was fat: but my 
« flock you did not feed. The weak you have not ſtrengthened, and 
« that which was ſick you have not healed ; that which was broken 
« you have not bound up, and that which was driven away you 
# have nat brought again, neither have you ſought that which was 

TE loſt; 
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ſidered N kings pr ulers.i in this light, as appears 
in their poets, particularly Homer x. The ſovereign 
power cannot render princes aud rulers truly great, 
if. they do not by juſtice and benevolence. prove 
themſelves images of the Supreme Being, whoſe 


miniſters and ſervants they are +: God, himſelf did 


not diſdain to become a ſervant to thoſe whoſe maf- 
ter he was f. 
The diſtinguiſhing feature in the Wa 54 of a 


| good prince. is, as the illuſtrious Boſſuet remarks, 9 


* to provide for the wants of his people, whereas 


the tyrant thinks only of himſelf. Ariſtotle makes 


the ſame remark; but the Holy Ghoſt has expreſ- 


„ {ed it with greater energy, when be deſcribes a 


« proud tyrant, by putting the following words into 


„his mouth I am, and beſi les me there is no other.. 


He curſes thoſe rulers who think only of themſelves, 
in terrible words, recorded by Ezechias **, . Hence 


9 zt appears, continues the ſame great prelate 1, | 


« that the character of a bad ruler is to feed himſelf, 


« and not the flock ; hut he muſt anſwer not only 
« for the diſorders he may have occaſioned, but alſo | 


for all thoſe which he could, but did not prevent.” 


God alone reigns independent,” ſaid St. Gre. 


« loſt: but you ruled over them with rigour, and with a high hand. ; 
« And my ſheep were ſcattered, becauſe there was no ſhepherd; 


« and they became the prey of all the beaſts of the field, and were 
% ſcattered, &c.” Ezech. 34. v. 2. & ſeq. | 
* Hom, paſſim. + See above p. g. & g. 
+ But debaſed himſelf, taking the form of a ſervant. Phil. ii. 9. 
5 Boſſuet Polit. lib. 3. prop. 5. art, I, III. ch. 47. 10. 
** See th note, p. 20. 17 Boſſuet, loco eit. 
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gory Nlazianzen to the Emperors, «to you he has 
4 confided the kingdoms of the earth: do you then : 
be as Gods with reſpett to your ſubjetts “. 
The ſovereign power, whether in'a monarch, in 
a ſenate, or executive counſel, cannot be lawfully 
| exerciſed to the prejudice of natural 'rights or divine 
laws; nor in violation of the fundamental principles 
on which the conſtitution of a nation or flate is 
founded. By natural rights we do not here under- 
ſand the vicious inclinations and propenſities of our 
corrupt nature ; to indulge them on every occaſion, 
would render us brutes in human form, and deſtroy 
that beautiful harmony reſulting from the depend- 
ance of different orders in ſociety on each other f. 
The natural law then' is nothing elſe than reaſon 
itſelf inculcating our duties. The divine law is 
grounded on revelation, and human l. is enacted 
dy man. | 
Every human ;nflitution is ſubordinate to, and 
| ſhould be regulated by the natural and divine law; 
becauſe the will of man is to be ſubjefled to that of 
God, the author of nature and grace. Legiſlators 
themſelves derive their authority from theſe primary 
laws} As we ought not,” ſays St. Auguſtin, ** to 
« obey the prætor contrary to the will of the prince, 
« we cannot with much greater reaſon obey the 


« prince contrary to the will of God { ” 


..  ® Supera ſolius Dei ſunt, infera autem veſtra ; ſubditis yeltris 
Deos vos prebete, Greg. Nazianz, Orat. 27. 

+ See above, p. 5. & ſeg. f Ibid. p. 9. & ſeq, 

Aug. de Verb. Dom. Serm. 6. cap. 8. 


Although | 
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Although natural and divine laws flow from the 


ſame ſource, the latter are ſubordinate to the for- 


mer; becauſe the natural law is nothing leſs than 
the eternal reaſon of God, ſo eſſentially immutable, 
that it cannot be changed *. The obedience we 
_ owe to divine law, preſuppoſes the obligation im- 
poſed on us by the law of nature to obey God. 


When theſe laws appear in oppoſition, human law 


| muſt be ſacrificed to the others, and divine law muſt 
ceaſe to oblige in caſes where it cannot be recon- 


ciled with the obſervance of natural law. Jzsus 


CnR1sT reprimanded the Phariſees for violating the 
law of charity, by their ſcrupulous and unſeaſonable 
obſervance of the Sabbath f. 


From theſe obſervations it clearly follows, that | 
the ſovereign power under any conſlitution or form 
of government, cannot be lawfully exerciſed with 


prejudice to natural or divine law, as * we ought to 
„ obey God rather than men g.“ The rulers of the 
earth deriving their power from him{, have no au- 


thority to command any thing contrary to bis ſu. 


preme will, . 


On this principle, the primitive Chriſtians, al- 


though the moſt dutiful and ſubmiſſive ſubjetts of 
the empire, were firm and unalterable in their op- 


L poſition to the edits againſt the profeſſion of their : 


faith |. Their ſucceſſors have uniformly and con- 
ſlantly afted in like manner“ w. The Iriſh and En- 
om Roman Catholics bave eminently diſtinguiſhed 


- ® See, ubove, p 6, & ſeq, & See above p. 9. & ſeg. 
+ Matth, xii, 1g. [| See above, p. 11. & ſeq, 
{ Acts v. 29 \ * Ibid. p. 13, & ſeq. 
ths them- 
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themſeſves in the ſame magnanimous courſe “, and | 
preferred every temporal loſs, even of life itſelf, to 
apoſtaſy. The choſen people of God, in the an- 
cient law, purſued the ſame generous conduft, Da- 
viel diſregarded the prohibition of Darius, to pray 
tO any God or man but himſelf, during thirty dayst, 
The three youths of Babylon were equally firm in 
their refuſal to adore the ſtatue of Nebuchodonoſor }. 
The Hiſtory of the Machabees records inſtances of 
the moſt heroic fortitude on the ſame principle h. 
The entire Old Teſtament is replete with ſimilar 
occurrences, and as frequently mentions the mira- 
culous interpoſition and prote&iion of heaven, in ſa- 
your of the illuſtrious champions ||. | 
Neither are princes or rulers authoriſed to "viola 
fundamental and conſtitutional laws, without the 
conſent of their reſpective ſtates; becauſe they are 
ſolemnly pledged to preſerve the eſtabliſhed conſti- 
tution and form of their particular government“ . 
The ſame is to be ſaid of eccleſiaſtical rulers in the 
Catholic church, who are obliged to direct and go- 
vern the faithful committed to their care, according 
to the exiſting canons, and actual general diſci- 
pline . It is forbidden even to a national coun- 
cil of prelates, much more to any particular one, to 
_ diſpenſe in theſe canons and general diſcipline, wich- 


# Tbid, p. 15. & ſeg. + Dan. ch. vi. T Ibid, ch, ii. 

{x & 2 Mach, | Vet. Teſtament. paſſim. » See above, p. 22. - 

++ $cjant Univerſi Sacratiſſimos Canones exactè ab omnibus, & 
quoad ejus eri poterit, indiſtincte obſervari. Concil. Trident. 
Seſſ. 25. cap. xvili. de reform. & alibi. 


out 
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out a delegation to that purpoſe from the Pope as 
head of the church, or from a general council. 
They alone are canonically inveſted with that power, 
according to the principles of Roman Catholics *. 

True patriotiſm cheriſhes reſpect for rulers, and 
union of the people with them, in every ſtate. It 
ſtrengthens the ſovereign authority in the conſtitu- 
tional exerciſe of power, by concurring with the r mi- 
niſters of it, for the general good. | 

The maxims of the goſpel enforcing obedience to 
cantly rulers in temporal and civil concerns, are 
equally inimical to licentiouſneſs and deſpotiſm, to 
unreſtrained liberty, and abſolute ſervitude. They 
condemn injuſtice whether committed by ſovereigns 
or ſubjefts, while they command charity towards all, 
and the forgiveneſs of injuries. The Goſpel is a 
lau of liberty t, which is not to be uſed by Chriſti- 
ans as a cloak of malice, but in a manner becoming 
the ſervants of God f. 

A modern writer of high rank and reputation in 
this kingdom, has poſitively aſſerted on his own au- 
thority, that the principles of Roman Catholics and 
genius of their religion, are hoſtile to freedom ; but 
perfectly calculated to favor deſpotiſm in monarchi- 
cal and abſolute governments gh. The abſurdity and 
falſehood of this aſſertion, en with extraordi- 


Inferior non poteſt diſpenſare in lege 1 Axioma 
utriuſque juris & commune. Nihil, inconſulto Sanctiſſimo Roma- 
no Pontifice, novum, aut in eccleſia hactenus inuſitatum decernatur. 
Conc. Trid. Seſſ. 25. cap. xviii. de invocat. &c. alia etiam conci- 
lia paſſim. + See above, p. 2. t 1 Pet, ii. 16. 

see Preſent State of the Church in Ireland. Sixth Edit. Dublin, 
1787. 
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nary confidence in many editions, have been demon- 
ſtrated by ſome Roman Catholic apologiſts “: we 
ſhall, therefore, only obſerve, that they are decided- 
ly contradifted by the hiſtory of paſt and preſent . 
times. Al/red the Great and Edward the Conſaſſor 
were Roman Catholic princes; the former is ſtyled 
by hiſtorians the Founder, and the other the re/torey 
of Engliſh laws. Alfred's Dome-book or code, with 
the addition of laws by Edward, gave riſe to the 
collection of maxims and cuſtoms now known and 
diſtinguiſhed by the appellation of common law f. 
The bigh eſtimation in which theſe laws were 
| held, is proved by the wiſhes and ſtruggles of the 
Engliſh Barons, to wreſt them from the firſt princes 
of the Norman line f. Theſe Roman Catholic Ba- 
rons at length ſucceeded in the reign of King ohn; 
when headed by Cardinal Langton, Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, they obtained ina conference with him, 
at Runnemede, on the 19th of June 1213, the 
great charter, or Magna Charta, the articles of which 
ſecure the rights of all orders of men d. The ancient 
Republics of Florence, Piſa, and Sienna were eſta» 
bliſhed and governed by Roman Catholics, who ſhll 
continue to ſupport thoſe of Poland, of Venice, of 
Genoa, of Raguſa, of Lucca, and of S. Marino. 
The Roman Catholics form the moſt conſiderable 
part of the Helvetic Union ; and it is remarkable, 
that they have adopted a democratical, whereas the 


* Moſt Rev. Doctor Butler in his Juſtiſicalion, &c. 1787. 
Critical Review, by an unbiaſſed Iriſhman. 

+ Blackſton. Comment. Intro. Set, iii. 

1 Hume Hiſt, in John, Henry III. and Edward I, 

& Idem, ibid, 
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Calviniſt or Zuinglian cantons have preferred the 
ariſtocratical form of government v. | 
The Religion of Roman Catholics is Chriſtian. 
They conceive themſelves obliged on that account 
to obſerve the maxims of the Goſpel, which com- 
mand obedience to the powers that rule t, but au- 
thoriſed at the ſame time to remonſtrate againſt the 
abuſe of power, They have aſſerted that right, and 
eſtabliſhed tribunals and aſſemblies to moderate and 
correct the deſpotiſm of rulers f. Three centuries 
had elapſed from the date of the great Engliſh char- 
ter to the change of religion in that kingdom: dur- 
ing that long period, the entire nation was Roman 
Catholic, and enjoyed conſtitutional liberty and free- 
dom. The deſire of civil liberty, and the moſt ex- 
traordinary efforts to procure and preſerve it invio- 
late, were not Zhen conſidered as irreconcilable with 
the principles of Roman Catholics, or incompatible 
with the genius of their religion , | 

A tyrant king, who, as contemporary writers re- 
mark never ſpared man in his anger, nor woman in 
his luſt, controled by his ſpiritual father in his cri. 
minal purſuits, wages war againſt him, and ere{ts 
the ſtandard of ſchiſm||: Henry VIII. revolts againſt 
the faith of all Chriſtendom, of which he had been 
but lately declared the Defender againſt Luther, by 
Pope Leo X. The people are enſlaved when their 
ſovereign declared bimſelf head of the church of 


* Critical Review by an unbiaſſed triſhman 178). 
+ See above, p. 11. & ſeq. 
1 Hume Hiſt, during that period. D ldem, ibid. 
4 Sce Dr. Heylin, Sir Walter Raleigh. pa Canto 1. Phillips. 
Life of Card, Pole, 
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England: parliament, nobles, clergy, all ranks be- 
came the ſervile flatterers and laviſh inftruments of 
a diſſolute, capricious, and arbitrary monarch. The 
nation was enſlaved when ſchiſm was introduced by 
this brutal and deſpotic prince. The fact is incon- 
trovertible, and atteſted by writers notoriouſly pre- 
judiced againſt Roman Catholics . The ſame deſ- 
potiſm was exerciſed by his ſucceſſors, till the ac- 
ceſſion of the houſe of S/uart to the throne, when it 
was corrected. The celebrated author of The Con- 
fiutution of England obſerves, that the hiſtory of thoſe 
times reminds us of the deſcription which Tacuus 
has given of the decrees and tranſactions of Tiberi- 
us, and the Roman ſenate +, 

A deſire of liberty and conſtitutional exertions to 
procure it, were as conſpicuous in the condutt of 
Iriſh Catholics as in that of any other deſcription of 
Chriſtians. This appears from the hiſtory of Ire» 
land, ſince the reign of Henry VIII, , and particu» 
larly in the proceedings of the Iriſh parliament in 
1689, when James II. was in this kingdom. A 
learned and benevolent gentleman has lately pub. 
liſhed ſome acts of that Roman Catholic parliament, 
They prove to a demonſtration, that the Iriſh Ca- 
tholics of 1689, were not leſs ſolicitous to eſtabliſh 
the independence and promote the proſperity of 
their country, than conſtant in adhering to the reli- 
gion of their ſathers. 


Hume Hiſt Vol. iv. in Henry VIII. paſſim. De Lolme ch. g. 
and even Burnet, Hiſt. Ref. Sce Boſſuet Hiſt. Var. B. vii. and x. 
+ Dc Lolme ibid, 4} See Curry's Hiſtorical Review. 

& William Todd Jones, Eſq. ſce his Letters to Por TIA, and his 
other Tracts on this Subject. 
| The 
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The United States of America, far from conſider- 
ing the Roman Catholic religion as unfriendly to 
ſocial liberty, not only ſanctioned the exerciſe of it 
in the fulleſt manner, but likewiſe ſeconded the 

| wiſhes of the Roman Catholics to have a reſident bi- 
ſhop amongſt them, and forwarded their petition io 
the Pope for that purpoſe: An epiſcopal See has 
been erected at Baltimore in Maryland, and Doctor 
John Carrol appointed the firſt biſhop, with full 

powers to govern all ihe Catholics of the anited Rates, 
in quality of their ſpiritual and eccleſiaſtical ſuperior, 
This amiable prelate dignifies his elevated rank by 
his virtues and great learning; of which he conti- 
nues to give the moſt luminous proofs, to the great 
edification of people of all denominations, 
It is, we preſume, unneceſſary to enumerate many 
other facts to prove, that the principles of Roman 
Catholics extend to every ſyſtem and mode of go. 
vernment ; we ſhall therefore only add one within 
our own obſervation, as it appears concluſive. 

There are no people on earth more firmly at- 
tached tothe Roman Catholic faith, or more reſpett- 
ful to its miniſters than the ſubjects of the emperor 

in the Netherlands; and particularly in Brabant. 
Their anceſtors continued under the dominion of 
Philip the ſecond and his poſterity, rather than riſk 
the ſecurity and preſervation of their religion by 
abetting the Calviniſls, or adopting the principles of 
the revolution and ſy ſtem of government introduced 
into Holland, and other neighbouring confederated 
ſtates. On this principle, they perſevered in their | 
ne to the crown of Spain; when, from a 
; combination 


| 
© | 
+ 


30 Ds, Trovy's PASTORAL INSTRUCTION. 


lm. 


CS. — 


combination of circumſtances, they could have re- 


nounced it with impunity, by uniting with their 
neighbours*, This religious zeal was conſtantly ac- 
companied by an ardent love and deſire of liberty, 
They made the full enjoyment of their particular 
privileges, the abſolute condition of their allegiance 
to the houſe of Auſtria, and were generally happy 
in that enjoyment, till the inauſpicious reign of the 
emperor Joſeph II. This miſguided prince indiſ- 
poſed them againſt his government, by enforcing 
decrees and orders contrary to the eftabliſhed con- 
flitution in church and ſtate, which he had ſolemnly 
promiſed to preſerve and protect, The clergy, nobi- 
lity, and people complain, remonſtrate, and threa- 
ten to no purpoſe: at length, they unanimouſly and 
peremptorily demand the reſtoration of their favou- 
rite charterf, They recover many privileges, with- 
out the ſmalleſt deviation from their religious prin- 
ciples, to which they continue attached with their 
uſual inflexibility. It is not then true, that the Ca- 
tholic ſyſtem is hoſtile to the enjoyment of civil 
liberty, and only fitted to abſolute governments}. 
But, ſays the right reverend hiſtorian of The pre- 
ſent ate of the church of Ireland: The Roman Ca: 
tholics of Ireland can give no ſecurity for their al- 
legiance to a Proteſtant king or government, while 
their biſhops take an oath of fidelity and obedience 
to the Pope. We ſhould not notice this objection, 
which has been often refuted, and particularly in 


* Strada Hiſt, paſſim, 
+ Penominated Joyzusx ExTars, I Sceabove p. 27. 
| ſome 
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ſome printed replies to his lordſhip®, if a gentleman 
poſſeſſing the hereditary abilities of his family, im- 
proved in him by a poliſhed education, had not juſt 
now revived the controverſy, with an obvious deſign 
to excite alarm in the minds of Proteſtants, and to 
indiſpoſe the legiſlature itſelf againſt Roman Catho- 
lics, and their application for a reſtoration of the 
clective franchiſe, Before we proceed further on 
this ſubje&, we muſt eſtabliſh principles; the igno- 
rance and miſapplication of which, have excited and 
continued prejudices and obloquy againſt Catholics. 
It is a fundamental article of the Roman Catholic 
faith, that the Pope or Biſhop of Rome as ſucceſſor to 
St. Peter prince of the Apoſtles in that See, enjoys by 
divine right, a ſpiritual and ecclefraſtical primacy, not 
only of honor and rank, but of real juriſdliclion and 
authority, in the untver/al church. Roman Catholics 
conceive this point as clearly eſtabliſhed in the 
ſcriptures}, and by the conſtant tradition of the fa- 
thers in every ageh, as it is by the expreſs deciſions 


of their general councils, which they conſider as in- 
| fallible 


* Juſtification, &c. by Doctor Butler. Defence, &c. by O'Leary 
and others. + Eſſay on principles of civil liberty, &c. by C. F. 
Sheridan, Eſq. Dublin, 179g. 
t Matth. xvi. 17, 18, 19. John xxi. 13, 16, 17. Ib. x. 16, | 
Luke xx, 32, & alibi, 9 Origen Hom, 5 in Exod, 8 Athan. Epiſt.. = 
ad Fel. Pap. Epiph. in Ancorat, circa init. Greg. Nazianz, de Mod. | 
ſerv: in diſp. Chry ſoſt, hom. 55. in Matth. Cyril, lib. 2. cap. 1, in 
Jo. Theoph. in cap. g Lucz, Tert. de præſcript. Hil. Com. in 
Matth. c. 16. Hier. in cap. 16. Matth. Auguſt, Serm. 201, tom, 5. 
Col. 335, in append. nov. edit. Idem, ib, Serm. 20g. Max. Serm. 1 
de S Petro & Paulo. Paulin, Ep. 23. ad Sever. p 149, edit. 1655. Les 
Serm. 2 de Anniv. Aſſumpt. Greg. magn. lib. vi. Epiſt, 3 ad Eulog. 
— | 


* 
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fallible authority in points of doftrine®. Hence 
they reſpect the Pope as the father and teacher of 
the faithfulf; and the Roman Church, as the mo- 
ther and miſtreſs of all otherst: the chair of Peter's 
the apoſt»lical Holy See, as the root of all other 
churches|}, and centre of Catholic unity“; to which, 
| as St. Irenzzus a father of the ſecond century de- 
clares, Every Church and all the faithful ſhould 


% have 


Iterum Epiph. in Ancorato, Chryſoſt. in Jo. hom. 8&7, Ambroſ. 
in cap. ult. Luca, Leo Serm, g. de aſſumpt. ſua, Greg. magn, lib, 
4, epiſt. 32. Theoph. in cap. ult. Jo, Bernard lib, 2, cap. 8, de 
conſid, Iterum Chryſoſt. hom. g in Act. Apoſt. Gelaſius in Tract. 
apud Labb, tom. 4. Concil. Col. 1215 & ſeq. All on the cited texts 
of Matthew, John and Luke. Vide Cl. Manach. in epiſt. ad Juſt. 
Febr. Idem in epiſt. ſub nomine PISTI ALETHINt ad Auct. 
anon. & de Vautorite des deux puiſſances, tom. 2, edit. Straſbourg, 
1788, * Concil. 2, generale, Conſtantinop. 1, Convocat, a Damaſo, 
Papa, anno 381, cont, Macedonium, Concil. Chalcedonen, anno 
431, Concil Miſen, 2, anno 78), act a, apud Labb, tom. 7, Concil 
Conſtantinop. 4, anno 869, aft 1, Concil 4, Lateranen, anno 1215, 
can. 5, Concil Lugdunen, 2, anno 1254, in prof, fidei Græc. Concil 
Conſtantien, anno 1414, in danmat. Wickleſii & Huſ. Concil Flo- 
rent, anno 1449 in decreto. Tandem Concil Trident, annis 1545 & 
ſeq, Sell. 14, cap. 7. + Concil Florent, in definit, poſt Epheſinum, 
act 2, anno 431, Vide etiam P. P. ſupra citatos paſſim. f Concil 
Trid Seſſ 3, de Baptiſmo, can. g, Cyprianus, Ep. 55 ad Corn. edit. 
Baluz, 1726, p86. f Hieron, Ep, 10. ad Damaſ. tom 1, num a, edit. 
Paris 1721, Cyprianus Ep 4g, ad Pclem, Idem Ep. 70 ad Januar. 
Saturn. & Ep 69 ad Corn Optatus Millevetan, lib à contra Donatiſt, 
cap a, & alii P. P. communiter, $ Concil Epheſ, pt, cap2g, Ibid, 
act 2&7. Concil Milev, intar Ep Aug 176, Innoc 1 reſcrip, ad 
Concil Carthag, apud Labb, Concil Flor, ibidem, Trid. Concil paſ- 
ſim, || Cyp. Ep. 45 ad Corn. Idem, Ibid, Auguſt. in Pſal, contra 
Damatiſtas, et alibi ſæpe. Concil Caſc, act 1. 1 Auguſt, Epiſt, 105 
edit Maur, Opt Milev, lib 2 cap 2 contra Parmen, Amb Epiſt, 11 
n 4. Leo mag Ep. 202d Epiſt Vien & Serm g cap 2 tom 4, Cypriag 
| Ep. 
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« have recourſe, on account of her greater eminence 
« or principality ; * and St. Jerome writing to Pope 
| Damaſus, ſays, © following Chriſt alone, as my firſt 
« maſter, F am leagued in communion with your 
% Holine/5; that is, with the chair of Peter. I know 
the church is built on that rock. Whoever eats 
the lamb out of this houſe is profane. Whoever. 
is not in the ark of Noah ſhall periſh during the 
% deluge. —I am not acquainted with Vitalis, I re- 
« ject Meletius, I do not know Paulinus. Whoever 
does not gather with you, ſcatters; that is, he who 
does not belong to Chrift, is antichriſtf.“ Com- 
munion with the Apoſtolical See has been conſidered 
at all times by Catholics as eſſentially neceſſary to 
preſerve that unity of the church, which Chriſt pro- 
miſed under the guidance of one paſtor}, and which 
Catholics and Proteſtants acknowledge in the Ni. 
cene Creed). 


Ep. 4g et alibi ſæpe. Hieron lib 1 de Baptifmo, Bernardus lib 2 
de Conſid, c 8, Alii PP. communiter et Concilia, Conſule Baron, 
Natal Alex, Fleury, Orſi, et hiſtoricos paſſim. | 

Ad hanc enim eccleſiam propter potiorem principalitatem ne- 
ceſſe eſt omnem convenire eccleſiam, hoc eſt, eos qui ſunt undique 
fideles. Irenæus, lib. 3. cap. g. 

F Ego nullum primum niſi Chriſtum ſequens, beatitudini tuæ, id 
eſt cathedræ Petri communione conſocior. Super illam petram edi- 
ficatam eccleſiam ſcio, Quicumque extra hanc domum comederit, 
profanuseſt, Si quis in arca Noz non fuerit, peribit, regnante diluvio 

Non novi Vitalem; Meletium reſpuo, ignoro Paulinum. 
 Quicumque tecum non colligit, ſpargit: hoc eſt, qui Chriſti non eſt, 
Antichriſti eſt. Hier. ad Dam, 14 tom. 4, nov. edit. 
J And there ſhall be one fold and one ſhepherd. John x. 16. 
I believe one Catholic and Apoſtolic Church. Nicene creed, in 
che bogk of Common Prayer, by Grierſon, 1767, 


F = The 


— —— 


ä —ç—— 


— — 


34 Da. Trov's PASTORAL INSTRUCTION. 
The faithful, however numerous and diſperſed, 
are but one body in Chriſt*. There is but one body, one 
/pirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptiſint. There is 
but one God, and one Chriſt, ſays St. Cyprian, and one 
chair, ejlabbiſhed on Peter by the voice of the Lord. 
Another altar cannot be ſet up, nor a new prieſihood 
eftabliſhed}; He conſiders, the chair of Peter as the 
prencipal church, from which the unity of prieſthood 
has ariſen, and to which perfidy cannot have acce/5F, 
This communion with the centre of unity has 
proved a rampart againſt ſchiſm and innovation. 
Without it private judgment becomes a rule of faith, 
and ſpurns at the moſt ſacred and beſt eſtabliſhed au- 
thority. Subordination is deſtroyed, and every one 
makes choice of the religion moſt conformable to 
his own ideas, or combats every religion, as a reſtraint 
on freedom of thought and action. The peace of 


ſociety is diſturbed, by the frantic zeal of innovators 


and reformers in religion, to eſtabliſh their peculiar 
tenets; governments are at length overturned; and 
the reformers, dilavowing any authority but their 
own, become diſunited: their followers are the 
apoſtles of innovation in their turn, and there 1s no 
end to ſchiſms and religious warfare. Hiſtory proves 
the truth of theſe obſervations||. 


Rom. xii, 5, + Eph. iv. f Deus unus eſt, et Chriſtus unus, 
et una eccleſia, et cathedra una ſuper Petrum, Domini voce fundata. 
Aliud altareconſtitui, aliud ſacerdotium novum fieri non poteſt, Cy- 
prian, Ep. 43 ct 35. 9 Ad Petri cathedram, atque ad eccleſiam prin- 
cipalem, unde unitas ſacerdotalis exorta eſt, ad quam perſidia non 
poſſit habere acceſſum. Idem Epiſt. 59. || See the hiſtorians of 
all ages of the church, particularly Fleury, Orſi, Nat. Alex, Boſſuet, 
Hiſt, of Var, Mamachi as above, and others paſhm, | 
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The oath taken by Roman Catholic biſhops at 
their conſecration was deviſed to ſtrengthen this 
union with the chair of Peter, and to repel ſchiſma- 
tics and ſuſpected perſons from the epicopal miniſtry. 
It is, therefore, a matter rather of curioſity than im- 
portance, to enquire when it was introduced, as no 
length of time can juſtify it, if intrinſically bad, 
The high antiquity of it isnevertheleſs a ſtrong proof, 
that it is not of a ſeditious tendency, or ſubverſive 
of the allegiance and reſpe& due to the temporal 
and civil power; becauſe it cannot be conceived, 
that all the biſhops of the church, during many 
centuries, were ſo ignorant as not to diſcover that, 
or ſo corrupt and wicked as to abet ſedition, and 
perjure themſelves. 

A form of an oath of obedience to the Pope is 
tranſcribed in the diary of the Roman biſhops ; com- 
piled in the ſeventh, or at the commencement of the 
eighth century“: S. Boniface, archbiſhop of Mentz, 
ſwore obedience to the Holy See at his conſecration 
in 723; and as it was not conſidered an innovation 
at that time, we muſt conclude on acknowledged 
principles of accurate criticiſm, that the oath was of 


an earlier date, and not firſt introduced on that 


5 occaſiont, 


An oath then of canonical obedience to the ſuc- 
ceſſor of Peter, was ſworn almoſt eleven hundred 
years ago. In the eleventh century it became more 
general, particularly in the weſtern patriarchate; 


Liber diurnus Romanorum Pontificum. Vide Mamachivm, | 
ibid. ct Zachariam, Diſſ. Lat. + Vide Indiculum Bonifacu, 


& Bs 1 
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and has been taken by every biſhop of it in com- 
munion with the See of Rome, in all ſtates, monar- 
chical, republican, or mixed; whether governed by 
Catholics, Proteſtants, Calviniſts, Zuinglians, Lu- 
therans, Mahometans or Pagans, without cauſing any 
uneaſineſs or jealouſy to the reſpective rulers; who 
conſidered it only, what in fact it is, a ſworn pro- 
miſe of canonical fidelity and obedience to the head 
of the church and centre of unity, without any rele- | 
rence to civil and temporal concerns. 

It is therefore perfectly innoxious, 25 does not in 
any manner aſſect the rights of ſovereignty. If it 
did, Catholics princes and ſtates, jealous as any others 
can be of their independence and prerogatives, 
would not have permitted it to be taken by their 
ſubject biſhops; at times too, when princes were at va- 
riance with the Pope, as has frequently been the caſe. 

The late emperor Joſeph, in his moſt violent pa- 
roxiſm of reſentment againſt Pius VI. who with e- 
qual prudence and fortitude oppoſed his innovations, 
and whimſical plans of enten reform, did not object 
to it. 

The Proteſtant biſhops in England and Ireland, 
{wear obedience to the reſpective metropolitans, 
without the important ſaving clauſe, /alvo meo ordi- 
ne, which 1s expreſſed in the form of oath taken by 
Catholic prelates, Will Mr. Sheridan accuſe or 
ſuſpeft his lordſhip of Cloyne of diſloyalty to the 
king, becauſe he ſwore obedience to the archbiſhop? 
He cannot. Why? Becauſe his lordſhip's oath ap- 
plies directly and ſolely to an eccleſiaſtical ſuperior ; 
Who, as ſuch, can exact no more than canonical obe- 
dience, 
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dience* On this principle, the conſecration oath 
of Catholic biſhops is harmleſs. —Biſhop Burnet, 
apologizing for Cranmer, ſays, that his hero did not 
take the pontifical oath without ſcruple, and ſalved 


bis conſcienee by proteſting, that he did not intend. 


by this oath to reſtrain himſelf from complying with 
what he owed to his con/cience, to his king, and to 
his countryt; -A proviſo,” as Bo ſſuet remarks, 
*« quite needleſs; for who of us imagines he enga- 
« ges himſelf by this vath to any thing that is con- 
« trary to his conſcience, or the ſervice of his king 
« and country? Far from thinking we prejudice 
any of theſe, it is even expreſſed in the oath, that 
ve take it without prejudice to the r72ghts of our 


* order in ſociety; ſalvo meo ordine. The ſubmiſ. 


« miſſion which is ſworn to the Pope in Hpirituals, 
1 is of a different order from what we naturally owe 
to our prince in ſemporals; and without proteſting, 
e have always well underſtood, that the one 
does not interfere with the otherf” yg 
The ogcaſion, the place, the ſolemn ceremony with 
which the oath is tendered, every circumſtance re- 
ſpeCting it, corroborate this remark of the great 
Boſſuet. The parties are eccleſiaſtics, and all the 
ceremonies preſcribed on the occaſion have an im- 


mediate reference to objects purely ſpiritual and ec- 
cleſiaſtical. The Pontifical itfelf expreſsly deter- 


mines, that the obedience promiſed by our biſhops 
at their conſecration, is merely canonical; as ap- 


See the form of this oath after the book of 8 prayer 


printed by Grierſon. + Burnet, Hiſt, Ref. + Boſſuet, Hiſt, Var. 
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pears from the following queſtions, which the con- 
ſecrating prelate puts to the biſhop elett. 

« Queſtion II. Are you willing to receive, to teach, 
« and obſerve with veneration, the traditions of the 
« Orthodox Fathers, and the decretal conſtitulions of 
the holy and apoſtolical See? | 

Anſwer, I am willing. 

Que. III. Are you willing to render entire fide- 
* lity, ſubjection, and obedience to bleſſed Peter the 
« Apoſtle, to whom the power of looſing and bind- 
« ing was given by God; and to his Vicar our Lord 
« the Pope N. N, and to his ſucceſſors the Biſhops 
of Rome, according to canonical authority.” 

Anſw. I am willing“. | 

We need not remark, that decretal conſtitutions and 


eanonical authority, in the general acceptation of our 
canoniſls, are confined to objects purely ſpiritual 


and eccleſiaſtical; and chat of courſe, the conſecra- 


tion oath of our biſhops can extend to no other ; un- 
leſs we admit a palpable contradiction in the Ponti- 
fical, The oath, as we have already obſervedt, is 
no more than a bond of that union with the Holy 
See, which all Catholic biſhops are obliged to pre- 
ſerve, and of the reſpect they owe to the ſucceſſors 
of St, Peter. 


*Q, II, Vis traditiones orthodoxorum patrum, ac decretales ſanctæ 
et apoſtolicæ ſedis conſtitutiones veneranter ſuſcipere, docere ac ſer- 
vare? R. Volo, 

Q. III. Vis beato Petro Apoſtolo, cui a Deo data eſt poteſtas li- 
gandi, ac ſolvendi ; ejuſque vicario dominonoftro, Domino N. Papæ 
N. ſuiſque ſurceſſoribus, Romanis Pontificibus, fidem, ſubjectionem, 
et obedientiam, ſecundum canonicam auRoritatem, per omnia exhi- 
bere? R, Volo, Pont Rom de conlecrat Elect in Epiſc, 

+ Sce above, p 35. 
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In this ſenſe only has it been taken by all Catho- 
lic Biſhops, The preſent Pope, in a letter to the 
metropolitans of Germany declares, that there is 
nothing in it contrary to the laws and cuſtoms of the 
empire“; and although he denounced the archbiſhop 
of Sens, the biſhops of Autun, Viviers, and Orleans 
(and ſuch others of the French clergy as had ſworn 
to maintain and ſupport the eccleſiaſtical code de- 
creed by the national aſſembly) ſuſpended from the 
exerciſe of their eccleſiaſtical functions, he does not 
charge them with having violated any temporal ſub- 
jection or allegiance due to him, in conſequence of | 
their conſecration oath ; notwithſtanding their hav- 
ing invaded both his ſpiritual and temporal rights}. 
It is therefore a groſs inſult offered to the under- 
ſtanding and feelings of the Iriſh Roman Catholic 
biſhops, to charge them with'perjury or inſincerity in 
taking the oath of allegiance to his majeſty, by repre- 
ſenting it as incompatible with their oath of cano- 
nical obedience to the Pope, who alone is empower- 
ed to alter it. The form, or wording of it may not 
appear to every one as neceſſary now as in times 
of ſchiſm, anarchy, and violence, when it was firſt 
adopted; “ but,” as Thomaſſinus, who makes this 
remark, obſerves, © it is better to uſe remedies that 
are not abſolutely neceſſary, than fall into thoſe 


* Sed nec vera eſt commentitia juramenti colliſio cum legibus & 
conſtitutionibus Imperii, Reſp. Pii VI, ad Metr. 1789, Ed. Leod. 
page 399. + Brevia Pii VI ad Card. de Lomenſe, necnon ad clerum 
& populam Gallicanum, 23 Feb. 13 Ap. 1791, & 19 Mar, 1792. 
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6 nie that "Hil RR mak them needs 
4 ſary#®,” 

We now. hope that after what we | and others a 
hae obſerved on the general complexion and ten- 
dency of this famous oath, any explanation of its 
particular clauſes is unneceſſary, Under this hope 
we would reſt ſatisfied, if the learned writer of the 
Eſſay already mentioned, had not, in very few 
lines, repeated the moſt malevolent comments on 
the words perſeguor & impugnabo, in order to alarm 
the Proteſtant mind, and to deter the legiſlature, if 
poſlible, from reſloring the cleclive franchi/e to the 
Roman Catholics of Irelandt. The true meaning 
of theſe words, and the abſurdity of different forced 
interpretations of them, have been already demon- 
ſtrated from correct grammar, ſound logic, and the 


nature of things, by Catholic writersh; to whoſe 
publications we beg leave to refer this gentleman; 


and ſhall only add for your further inſtruttion, and 
genera) information, the reſult of a correſpondence 
with the Holy See, which ought to diſſipate every 
cavil, and effettually prevent further 8 on 


chat ſubject. 


The Roman Catholic archbiſhops of Ireland, 
at their laſt meeting in _ addreſſed a letter 


See the Divine Right of Tpiſcopacy, by on Rev, 1: Milner, 


London, 1791. Thomas, ch 46. 


See Dr. Butler's Juſtification. O'Leary's Defence. Milner, ib. 


+ Pages ga and g8, f Page 129. 6 Sce Dr, Butler's Jukification, 
O'Leary's Defence, Milner, ibid. 
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to the Pope, wherein they deſcribed the miſre- 
preſentations that had been recently publiſhed of 
their conſecration oath, and the great injury to the 


Catholic body, ariſing from them: they expreſſed 


their fulleſt conviRtion that the oath, obliging them 
only to canonical obedience to his Holineſs, and 
communion with the centre of unity, was perfectly 
reconcileable with their loyalty as ſubjects, and the 
allegiance they had ſworn to their gracious ſovereign 
king George III. They profeſſed a determination 
to obſerve both oaths, and to preſerve their commu- 
nion with the Holy See inviolate: reflecting, how- 
ever, on the ignorance of moſt Proteſtants reſpecting 
the oath, with which they ſeemed only acquainted 
with from the calumnious publications againſt it: the 
prelates abovementioned ſuggeſted to the Pope, that 
ſome declaration or explanation of the oath, and 
particularly of the words—Hereticos per ſequar & im- 
fugnabo, from himſelf, or by his authority, would, 


probably, remove the alarms of well-meaning Pro- 
teſtants, and confound the prejudiced; who, by 


their miſrepreſentations of the oath, endeavoured 
to blaſt the proſpetts and expectations of Catho- 
lics to obtain an emancipation from the penal code; 


which they had reaſon to hope for, from the cle- 


mency of his majeſty, and wiſdom of the legiſlature, 
They concluded, with ſubmitting theſe conſiderations 
to his Holineſs, and requeſting an anſwer, whenever 


his conſtant ſolicitude for the univerſal church, and 


occupations would permit. 


_ G After 
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After due deliberation at Rome, the congregation 
of cardinals appointed to ſuperintend the eceleſia- 
ſlical affairs of theſe kingdoms, returned the fol- 
lowing anſwer, by the authority and command of 


his Holineſs: 


it 1s faithfully tranſlated from the 


Latin original, a true copy of which is tranſcribed | 


on the oppoſite columns. 
Moſt illuſtious and moſt. 
reverend Lords, as 
Brothers, 
We perceive from 
your late letter, the great 


you labour 


uneaſineſs 


under ſince the publica- 


tion of a pamphlet, en- 
titled——The preſent ſlate 
of the church of Ireland 
from which our de- 
tracters have taken occa- 


ſion to renew the old 


calumny againſt the Ca- 
tholic religion with 
increaſed acrimony ; 
namely, that this reli- 
gion is by no means 
compatible with the 
fafety of kings and re- 


publics; becauſe, as they 


ſay, the Roman Pontiff 
being the father and ma- 
ſter of all Catholics, and 
inveſted with ſuch great 


authority, that he can 


free 


Perilluſtres & Rmi Do- 
mini uti Fratres. 


Ex nuperis literis veſ- 
tris ſummopere vos com- 
moveri intelleximus, 
quod cum in lucem pro- 
dierit quidam libellus 
de pręſenti flatu ecelefia 
Hibernig, occafionem 
inde cceperint obtrecta- 
tores noſtri, veteris ca- 
lumniæ adverſus Catho- 
licam religionem acrius 
refricandæ, nullo ſcili- 
cet modo poſſe hanc, ſal- 
va regum, ac rerum- 
publicarum incolumitate, 
conſiſtere. Cum enim, 
inquiunt, Romanus Pon- 
tifex omnium Catho- 
licorum pater ac magi- 
ſter ſic, ac tanta præ- 


ditus auttoritate, ut ali- 


orum regnorum ſubdi- 


tos 
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free the ſubjects of other 


kingdoms from their 
fidelity and oaths of al- 


legiance to kings and 
princes; he has it in his 
pover, they contend, io 


cauſe diſturbances and 


injure the public tran- 


quillity of kingdoms with 
eaſe. 


theſe complaints, eſpe- 
cially after your moſt 
excellent brother. and 
apoſtolical fellow. la- 
bourer, the archbiſhop 


of Caſhel *, and other 


ſtrenuous defenders of 
the riglits of the Holy 
See, had evidently refu- 
ted, and explained away 
theſe flanderous re- 
proaches, in their cele- 
brated writings, What 


advantage then can re- 


ſult from any new decla- 
ration of this apoſtolical 
See, which you requeſt, 
for the purpoſe of de- 
fending, explaining, and 

| vindi- 


We wonder that 
you could be unezſy at 


tos a fide, ac ſacramento 

regibus, ac principibus 
præſtito relaxate poſh, 
eumdem facili negotio 
turbas ciere, ac publicæ 
regnorum tranquillitati 
nocere poſſe propugnant. 
Miramur his vos que- 

relis turbari potuiſſe, cum 
præſertim præclariſſimus 
iſte frater veſter & con. 
ſors apoſtolici muneris 
Archiepiſcopus Caſſel. 
lienſis, altique ſtrenui 


jurium apoſtolicæ ſedis 


defenſores, maledicta iſta 


convicia egregiis ſeriptis 


refutarint plane ac dilue. 


Quid igitur pro- 


rint. 


derit, novam nunc que- 


madmodum petitis, edi 
ab hac apoſtolica ſede 
declarationem, ut ſua 
jura tuentur, explicet, * 
que a criminationibus 
vindicet? Nihil hoc eſ- 

„ ſet 


* 


„The late truly excellent Doctor James Butler, who de- 
parted this life in July 1791 ; a moſt zcalous pious prelate, and 


loyal ſubjeR, 
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vindicating her rights 
from accuſations ? It 
would only tend to raiſe 
up freſh enemies againſt 
the Catholic faith itſelf: 
ſor it is the deſign and 
determination of evil- 
minded men in theſe 


times, to combat the very 


faith, under the pretence 
of attacking the rights of 
the apoſtolical See; and 
to overturn and deſtroy 
the union with the apo- 
ſtolical chair of Peter, 
which Catholic churches 
all over the world ſtead- 
faſtly preſerve: do not 
then be diſmayed at theſe 
attempts: their - calum- 
nies have been already 
often refuted; ſo that 
all they can do now is to 
revive the old ones as 
new, to muſter up their 
ſcattered forces, to weave 
over again the ſame 
flimſy cobwebs. That 
moſt holy biſhop, not 
- Teſs celebrated for his 


wiſdom than his piety, 


St, Frances of Sales, was 
perfectly convinced, that 


ſet aluid, quam adverſus 
ipſammet Catholicam fi- 
dem novos excitate hoſ- 
tes. Ea enim eſt hujus 
noſtri tempotis impro- 
borum hominum mens, 


atque animus, ut dum 


certare ſe ſimulant adver- 
ſus apoſtolicæ ſedis jura, 
contra ipſam tamen fi- 
dem intentant aciem, 
eamque unitatem, quam, 
Catholicæ univerſi orbis 
eccleſiæ cum apoſtolica 
Petri cathedra firmiſhme 
retinent, convellere, ac 
labifactare conantur. Ita- 
que ad hujuſmodi cona- 
tus nolite expaveſcere ; 
jam enim toties eorum 
calumniæ repulſe ſunt, 
ut nihil nunc agant, quam 
vetera ut nova propo- 
nere, inſtaurare disjecta, 
detenta retexere. Probe 
jam noverat Sanctiſſimus 
ille, nec ſapientia minus 


quam pietatis laude cla- 


rifimus antiſtes, Fran- 
ciſcus 


thele 


2 
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theſe . reproaches, were 
repeated, and propagated 
amongſt the vulgar, 
| merely to raiſe tumult, 
and to render weak 
minds uneaſy: of this 
he has recorded a clear 
teſtimony in his 764th 
letter, vol. vi. edit. Paris 
1758; which we ear- 
neſtly adviſe you not 
only to peruſe, but like- 
wiſe to conlider it as a 
prudent regulation to di- 
ret your conduct. Do 
you alſo diſcover the 
treachery in like manner, 
and teach the people 
committed to your care 
what is right; that they 
may learn to avoid the 
| ſnares that are laid for 
them, leſt they ſhould go 
aſtray, This, as being 
not only becoming your 
piety, but alſo deriving 
from your authority, will 
make the deeper im- 
preſſion on the minds of 
the faithful committed to 
your paſtoral care, and 
will prove your vindica- 
tion againſt the ca- 
lumnies 


ciſcus Saleſius, nonniſi ad 
ciendas turbas, atque ad 


| imbecillos animos com- 


movendos, agitari hec 
paſſim, ac in vulgus jac- 
tari, Qua de re luculen- 
tiſinum lle teſtimonium 
edidit epiſlola 764. tom. 
vi Edit. Pariſien, anno 
1758; quam vobis, non 
perlegendain modo, ſed 
ut providam adhibendz 
moderationis normam 
pre occulis habendam 
valde conſulimus. Eo- 
dem exemplo, vos quo- 
que inſidias detegite, & 
populos ve ſtræ ſolicitu- 
dini commiſſos docete, 
quæ recta ſunt, ut a la- 
queis, quos ante pedes 


ſtruunt, declinare diſcant, 


ne in tranſverſum agan- 
tur. Id ſane cum veſtra 
pietate dignum, tum eti- 
am a veſtra auftoritace 


pro fectum, multo magis 
fidelium veſttæ paſto- 


rali curæ concreditorum 
mentibus infidebit, atque 
| * 
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jumnies of flanderers. 
We judge from our opi- 
nion of your learning, 
that the rights of the 
| apoſtolical See cannot be 
unknown to you, and 
that you, are not unac- 
quainted with, the argu- 
ments by which they can 
be ſupported. In this 
controverſy, a moſt accu- 
rate diſcrimination ſhould 
be made between the ge- 
nuine rights of the apo- 
ftolical See, and thoſe 
that are imputed to it by 
innovators of this age, 
for the purpoſe of ca- 
lJumniating, The See of © 
Rome never taught, that 
faith is not to be hept with 
the Heterodox; that an 
oath to kings ſeparated 
from Catholic communion, 
can be wiolated : | 
is lawful for the biſhop of 
Rome to invade their tem- 
oral rights and domini- 


that it 


ab obtrefatorum ealum- 


niis vindicabit, Minine 
enim vobis pto veſtra 
doctrina ignotum . elſe 
arbitramur, quænam ſint 
apoſtolicæ ſedis jura, 
quibuſque argumentis 
propugnari poſſint. In 
hac caula illud accura- 
tiſime eſt diſtinguen · 
dum, quæ ſibi jure op- 
timo vindicet apoſtolica 
ſedes, ab i is que ad in- 
ferendam calumniam a 
novatoribus hujus ſæculi 
eidem affiguntur. Nun- 
quam Romana ſedes do- 
cuit. Heterodoxis Iden 
non eſſe ſervandam ; vio- 
lari poſſe juramentum, re. 
gibus a Catholica commu- 
mone disjunctis praſtitum; 
pontifics Romano licere 
temporali eorum jura, ac 
dominia invadere. Hor- 
rendum vero, ac drteſia- 
bile facinus etiam apud 
non et, fi quis unquam, 
atque etiam religionis præ- 


ons, We tos conſider an 


attempt or deſign againſt 
the life of hings and 
princes, even under the 


pretext of religion, as an 


HORRID AND DETES» 
TABLE CRIME, 


textu, in regum ac prin« 
cipum vitam audeat quid. 
piam, aut moliatur, 
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His Holineſs Pius VI. 
has not, however, diſ- 
regarded your requeſts; 
and therefore, in order 

to © effeftually remove 
every occaſion of cavil 
and calumny, which, as 
you write, ſome borrow 
from the words in the 
form of oath of obedi- 
ence to the apoſtolic See, 


that biſhops are required 


to take at their. conſecra - 
tion. I will proſecute 
and oppoſe heretics, Ec. to 
the utmoſt of my power * ; 


which words are mali- 


ciouſly interpreted as the 
ſignal of war againſt he- 
retics, authorizing per- 
ſecution and aſſault a- 
gainſt them, as enemies; 
whereas the purſuit and 
oppoſition to heretics, 
which the biſhops under- 
take, are to be under- 
ſtood as referring to their 


ſolicitude and efforts in 


corvincivg heretics of 
| | | their 


Verum neque etiam in 
nullo pretio haberi vo- 
luit poſtulationes veſtras 
ſanctiſſimus pontifex Pi- 
us VI. ut enim omnis 
carpendi, ac calumniandi 
eradicetur occaſio, quam 
quidam, ut ſeribitis, ſu- 
munt ex verbis formule 
juramenti obedientiæ 
apoſtolice ſedi præſtan- 
dæ, & ab epiſcopis in 
eorum conſecratione ad- 
hibende— Hæretious, Ec. 
pro poſſe per/equar & im- 

pugnabo; & quam quaſi 
claſſicum ad bellum iis 
indicendum, & tanquam 
boſtes perſequendos, at- 
que impugnandos male - 
vole interpretantur; non 
intelligentes, eam perſe- 
cutionem, atque impug- 
nationem, quam contra 


| hzreticos epiſcopi ſuſci- 


piunt, ad illud ſtudium, 
ac conatum referri, quo 
eos ad ſaniorem mentem 
. ö ac eccleſiæ 

Catholic 


* No one Lind] in the Engliſh Lange correſponds exabily 


to perſequar as uſed here, It never ſignifies perſecution, 


We have 


adopted the biſhop of Cloyne's tranſlation of it, See Doctor Butler's 


FH ifcation, p. 85. & ſeq. 
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their error, and procur- 


ing their reconciliation 


with the Catholic church: 
his Holineſs has graci- 


ſubſtitute in place of the 
ancient form of oath, 


that one which was pub- 


licly repeated by the 
archbiſhop of Mohuloew, 
to the great ſatisfaftion 
of all the court of Pe- 
terſburgh, in preſence of 
the empreſs; and which 
we tranſmit to you with 
this letter, 

Mean time, moſt illu- 
ſtrious prelates, you who 


are the ſentinels of the 


Lord, and by the inſpi- 
ration of divine grace, 
and favor of the apoſto- 
lic See, have undertaken 
the adminiſtration of 
theſe moſt reſpeftable 
Iriſh Sees; adhere with 
firmneſs to this chair of 
Peter, in which the Lord 
has depoſited the word 
of truth. Preach the 
goſpel of Chriſt in all 
patience and dobtrine: 

* ſhew 


— 


— — 


Catholicæ reconciliare 
nituntur, SANCTITAS 


Su benigne annuit, ut 
loco præcedentis jura 
ouſly condeſcended to © 


menti formulz, altera 
ſubrogetur quæ ab Ar- 

chiepiſcopo Miſilouienſ, 
tota plaudente Petropoli- 
tana aula, ipſaque Im- 
peratrice adſtante palam 
perlecta eſt, quamque 
his literis alligatam ad 

vos tranſmitiimus. 


Cæterum, præſules 
ampliſſimi, qui iſtic agitis 
excubias Domini, floren - 
tiſſimaſque iſtas Hiber- 
niæ eccleſias, divina gra- 
tia adſpirante, ex apoſto- 
licæ ſedis gratia admini- 
ſtrandas ſuſcepiſtis, huic 


Petri cathedræ, in qua 


Dominus poſuit verbum 


veritatis, firmiter adbe - 


rete. Prædicate evange- 
lium Chriſti in omni 
patientia, ac doctrina: 
in omnibus præbete voſ- 
metipſo exemplum bo- 

| norum 


4. 
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ſhew yourſelves on all 
occaſions the example of 
good works, in learning, 


in integrity, in gravity, 


the ſound word, irrepre- 


henſible. If you condut 
yourſelves in this man- 
ner, as we doubt not but 
you do, and will conti- 
nue to do with increaſed 
ardour, you will not only 
by your fortitude and 
conftancy ſet thoſe ill- 
contrived calumnies at 
_ defiance, but even your 
adverſaries ſhall be 
aſhamed, having no evil 
to fay of you. 


In reality, who is 


there that does not know 
what the Roman church, 
the mother and miſtreſs 
of all others, preaches, 
| teaches, and commands, 
on the duty of obedience 
from ſubjects to earthly 
powers? | 


At the very com- 


mencement of the yet 


infant church, bleſſed 


Peter prince of the apo- 
Nles inſtruRing the faith- 


ful, 


norum operum, in doc. 


trina, in integritate, in 
gravitate, verbum ſanum, 
irreprehenſibile. Hæc fi 


feceritis, quemadmodum 


jam feciſſe, & deinceps 
incenſius facturos non 
dubitamus, non modo 
veſtra virtute, ac conſtan- 


tia male contextas ca- 
lumnias propulſabitis, 


verum etiam qui ex ad- 


verſo ſunt verebuntur, 


mhil habentes malum di- 
cere de vobis. . 


Enimvero quis eſt, cui 
non perſpicua ſint illa 


que ecclefia Romana 


omnium mater & magi- 
ſtra de praſtanda a ſub- 
ditis ſeculi poteſtatibus, 


obedientia, prædicat, do- 


cet, ac precipit ? 


Ab ipſo naſcentis EC» 
cleſiz exordio princeps 


apoſtolorum beatus Pe- 
trus fideles inſtruens, ita 
eos | hortabatur— Subecti 

H * 
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ful, exhorted them in 
. theſe words, * Be ye ſub- 


| jet to every human crea- 


ture for God's ſake: 
rhether it be to the hing 


— 


eſtote omni dnn crea» 
ture propter Deum: five 
regi, quaſi pracellentt, ſive 
ducibus, tanquam ab eo 
miſſis ad vindiddam male- 


as «xcelling, or to gover- factorum, laudem vero bo- 


nors as ſent by ham, for 


the puniſhment of evil 


doers, and for the pratſe 


of the good; for ſo is the 


will of God, that by doing 
well you may ſilence the 
ignorance of fooliſh men.” 


| The Catholic church 


being direfted by theſe 
precepts, the moſt re- 


nowned champions of 


the Chriſtian name re- 
plied to the Gentiles 


when raging againſt 


them, as enemies of the 
empire, with furious ha- 
tred; e are all conflantly 
praying (Tertullian in 
Apologet. chap. xxx.) 
that all the emperors may 


enjoy long life, quiet go- 
vernment, a loyal houſe- 
hold, a brave army, a 
faith/ul ſenate, an honeſt 
people, and general tran- 
qullity, The biſhops of 


R ome, 


norum; quia fic eft volun- 
tas Dei, ut benefacientes 
obmuteſcare faciatis im- 
prudentiam hominum 


ig norantium. His pres» 


ceptis inſtituta Catholica 
eccleſia, quum gentiles 
ſurrentibus odiis adverſus 
chriſtianos, tanquam im- 
perii hoſtes debeccha- 
rentur, præclariſſimi 
chriſtizni nominis defen- 
ſores reſpondebant: Pre- 
cantes (Tertul. in Apo- 
loget, chap. go.) ſumus 
omnes ſuper pro omnibus 
Imperatoribus, vitam illis 


pHrolixam, imperium ſecu- 


rum, domum tutam, exer- 
citum fortem, ſenatum 
fidelem, populum probum, 
orbem quietum.—Id ip- 
ſum Romani pontifi- 
ces Petri ſucceſſores in- 
culcare non deſtiterunt, 


preſertim ad miſſiona- 
| rios, 


—— 
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Rome, ſucceſſors of Pe- 


ter, have not ceaſed to 


inculcate this doctrine, 
_ eſpecially to miſſionaries, 
leſt any ill will ſhould be 
excited againſt the pro- 
feſſors of the Catholic 
faith, in the minds of 
thoſe who are enemies of 
the chriſtian name. We 
paſs over the illuſtrious 
proofs of this fact pre- 
ſerved in the records of 
ancient Roman pontifls ; 
of which yourſelves are 
not ignorant. We thiok 


proper, notwithſtanding, . 


to remind you of a late 
admonition of the moſt 
wiſe Pope BENE DIC 
XIV. who in his regu- 
lations for the Engliſh 
miſſions, which are hke- 
wiſe applicable to you, 


ſpeaks thus, The vicars 


apoſtolic * are to take di- 
ligent care that the miſſio- 


naries 


- veterum 


rios, ni ulla Catholice 
fidei cultoribus, ab hoſti- 
bus Chriſtiani nominis 
crearetur invidia, Præ- 
clariſſima in hanc rem 
Romanorum 
pontificum monumenta 
proferre prætermittimus 
que vos ipſi non jgnora- 
tis. Verum nuperrimum 
ſapitiſſimi pontificis Be- 
nedicti XIV. monitum 


vobis in memoriam revo- 


care abitramur, qui in tis 


regularis, quas pro miſſi- 
onibus Anglicanis obſer. 
vandas propoſuit, quæ- 
que vobis communes 
ſunt, ita inquit.—Sedulo 
incumbant vicarii apoſto- 
lici, ut miſſionar probe 
honeſtegue in omnibus fe 
gerant, quo aliis bono ex- 

em plo 


H 2 


* The Roman Catholic biſhops in England being without ſees 

in that kingdom, are not ordinaries. They are denominated from 
ſome of the ancient flouriſning ſees, moſtly in the Ottoman domini- 
ons; and. deriving their juriſdiction entirely from the apoſtolical 
See, they are ſtyled Vicars Apoſtolic, or Apoſtolical Vicars, This is the 
caſe alſo in Scotland, Holland, and ſome other Proteſtant ſtates. 
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naries behave on all occa- 


emplo fint; & imprimis 


frons with integrity and ſacris offictts celebrandis, 


decorum, and thus become 
good models to others; 
and particularly that they 
be always ready to cele- 
brate the ſacred offices, to 
communicate proper in- 
fructions to the people, 
and to comfort the fich 
with their aſſiſtance; 
that they by all means 


avoid public aſſemblies of 


ale men, and taverns. « .. 


The wicars themſelves are 


particularly charged to 
puniſh in ſuch manner as 
they can, but ſeverely, all 


thoſe who do not ſpeak of - 


the public government with 
"LSE 

England herſelf can 
witneſs the deep rooted 
impreſſions ſuch admo- 
nitions have made on the 
minds of Catholics. It is 
well known, that in the 
late war which had ex- 
tended to the greater part 
of America, when moſt 
flouriſhing provinces in- 
hzbited almoſt entirely by 
perſont 


opportum/que inſtitutioni- 
bus populo tradendis, at- 
que inſirmis opera ſua 


ſupleuandis prafio ſint, ut 


a publicis otioſorum cæti- 
tibus, & cauponis omnt- 
modo caueant. . Al po- 
tiſimum 1þfemet vicarii. 


omni qua poſſunt ratione, 


fevere tamen, illos puniant, 

qui de publico regimine 
cum honore ſermonem non 
habent. 5 


Teſtis autem Anglia 
ipſamet eſſe poteſt quam 
altè iſtius modi monita in 
Catholicorum animis ra- 
dicitus egerint. In nupe- 
ro enim, quo tota fere A- 
merica conflagravit, bel- 
lo, cum florentiſſimæ 


provinciæ, in quibus u- 
niverſa fere gens a Ca- 
tholica eccleſia disjunc. 

| to 


— 
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perſons ſeparated from 
the Catholic church, had 


renounced the govern- 


ment of the King of 
Great Britain; the pro- 
vince of Canada alone, 
filled as it is with almoſt 
innumerable Catholics, 
although artfully temp- 
ted, and not yet forget- 
ful of the old French go- 
vernment, remained moſt 
faithful in its allegiance 


to England. Do you, 


moſt excellent prelates, 
converle frequently on 
theſe principles; often 
remind your ſuffragan 
prelates of them: when 
preaching to your peo- 
ple, exhort them again 
and again to honour all 
men, to love the brother- 
hood, to fear God, to ho 


nor the ling. 


Thoſe duties of a Chri- 
ſtian are to be cheriſhed 
in every kingdom and 
ſtate, but particularly in 
your own of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland, where, 
from the benevolence of 

2 


ta immoratur, magnæ 
Britanniæ regis imperi- 


um abjeciſſent, ſola Ca- 


nadenſis provincia, que 
Catholicis pene innu- 


meris conſtat, quam- 
quam cailidis artibus 
tentata, atque etiam 


aviti Gallorum dominii 
haud immemor, in ob- 
ſequio tamen Anglo- 
rum perſtitit fideliſſime. 
Hæc vos, egregii an- 
tiſtites, crebris uſurpate 
ſermonibus, hæc epiſco- 
pis ſuffrageneis veſtris 
ſæpius in memoriam re- 
vocate. Cum ad popu- 
lum pro concione verba 
facitis, iterum atque 
iterum illum admonete, 
omnes honorare, frater- 
nitatem diligere, Deum 


timere, regem honorifi- 


care. 


Que quidem Chriſti- 


ani hominis ofhcia cum 
in omni regno, atque 


imperio colenda ſunt, 
tum maxime in iſtis veſ- 
tris Britannico & Hi- 


bernico, in quibus regis 


— 
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2 moſt wiſe king and o- 
ther moſt excellent rulers 
of thoſe kingdoms to- 
wards Catholics, no cruel 
and grievous burden 1s 
impoſed; and Catholics 
themſelves experience a 
mild and gentle govern- 
ment. If you purſue this 
line of conduct unani- 
mouſly, if you act in the 


ſpirit of charity, if while 


you direct the people of 
the Lord, you have no- 
thing in view but the ſal- 
vation of ſouls, adverſa- 
ries will be aſhamed (we 
repeat it) to calumniate, 
and will freely acknow- 
ledge that the Catholic 
faith is of heavenly de- 
ſcent, and calculated not 
only to procure a bleſſed 
life; but likewiſe, as St. 
Auguſtin obſerves in his 
128th letter addreſſed to 
Marcellinus to promote 
the moſt laſting peace of 
thiseartbly city, inaſmuch 
as it is the ſafeſt prop and 
ſhield of kingdoms. Let 
thoſe who ſoy, (the words 


are 


ſpientiſſimi, aliorum- 
que præclariſſimorum 
regni procerum ea eſt 
in Catholicos volun- 
tas, ut non aſperum, ac 
grave jugum imponant 
cervicibus veſtris, ſed 
leni, ac blando regimine 
ipſi etiam Catholici u- 
tantur. Hanc agendi ra- 
tionem ſi unanimes reti- 
nueritis, fi omnia veſ- 
tra in charitate fiant, ſi 
id unum reſpexeritis in 
regenda plebe Domini, 
ſalutem nimirum anima- 
rum, vere buntur (iterum 
confhirmamus) adverſarii 
quidpiam dicere de vo- 
bis, ultroque fatebun- 
tur, Catholicam fidem 
non modo ad beatam vi- 
tam aſſequendam, ſed 
etiam, ut Divus Auguſti- 
nus inquit (Ep. 198.) in 
epiſtola ad Marcellinum, 
ad terrenæ hujus civita- 
tis firmiſſimam pacem, 
atque ad regnorum co- 
lumen, ac præſidium 
tutiſſimum a cœlo eſſe 
delapſam:— Qui doctri- 
nam 


. 


n 


1 


are tholovf the bely dos 
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nam Chriſti, verba ſunt 


tor) that the doftrine of S. DoRtoris, aduerſam 


Chriſt is hoſtile to the re- 


Public, produce an army of 


ſuch ſoldiers as the doc- 
trine of Chriſt has requir- 
ed; let them furniſh ſuch 
znhabutants of provinces, 
uchi huſbands, ſuch wives, 
ſuch parents, ſuch children, 
ſuch maſters, ſuch fer- 
vants, ſuch kings, ſuck 


judges, finally ſuch payers 


of debts, and collectors of 


the revenue, as the doc- 
trine of Chrift enjoins; and 
then they may dare to af- 
ert that it is inimical to 
the republic: rather let 
them not heſitate to acknow- 
| ledge, that it is, when 
Practiſed, of greal advan- 
tage to the republic. The 
ſame holy doctor, and all 


the other fathers of the 
church with one voice 


moſt clearly demonſtrate 
by invincible arguments, 
that the whole of this 
ſalutary doctrine cannot 
exiſt with permanent 
| conſiſtency and ſtability ; 
or flouriſh, except in the 
| Catholic 


dicunt effſe reipublice, 


Went exercitum talem, 


| quales dofrina Chriſti 


efſe milites juſſit; dent 
tales provinciales, tales 
maritos, tales conjuges, 


tales parentes, tales filtos, 


tales dominos, tales Fer- 


vos, tales reges, tales ju- 


dices, tales denigue debi- 
forum redditores, & ex- 
attores ipſius fiſci, quales 
eſs pracipit doctrina 
Chriſtiana, & audeant 
eam dicere adverſum efſe- 

reipublice ; imo vero non © 


dubitent cam confitert 


magnam, fi ei obtempe- 
retur, ſalutem efſe reipub- 


lice. —Hujus porro ſalu- 


taris doctrine conſtan- 
tem, ac firmam integrita- 
tem non niſi in Catholica 


ſocietate conſiſtere, ac 


vigere, quæ videlicet 
communione cum Roma- 
na ſede velut ſacro uni- 
tatis vinculo divinitus 
ad ſtritta per totum orbem 
diffanditur, ac ſuſtenta- 
| | tur, 


. 
ſ 

i 
F 
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Catholic ſociety ; which 


is ſpread, and preſerved 
all over the world by com- 
munion with the See of 
Rome as a ſacred bond of 
union, divinely connect- 
ing both. From our very 
high eſteem and aſſection 
for you, We earneſtly 
wiſh that the great God 
may very long preſerve 
you ſafe, Farewell. 


Rome, 23 June, 1791. 
As your lord ſhips moſt 
affeQtionate brother, 
L. Cardinal Antonelli Prefect. 
A, Archbiſhop of Aden, 
Secretary. 


To the Lords Archbiſhops 


of the kingdom of Ireland, 


From an audience had of 
bis Holineſs en the gth 
day of June, 1791. 


Tux archbiſhops me- 
trapolitans of the king · 
dom of Ireland repre- 
ſented to his Holineſs; 
that from the ignorance 
or malice of ſome perſons, 
certain expreſſions in the 
form of the oath pteſcrib · 

ed 


* 


tur, idem S. Doctor, cæ- 
terique unanimi conſenſu 
eccleſiz patres inviQs 
plane argumentis apertiſ- 
ſime demonſtrant. Deus 
optimus maximus vos 


incolumes diutiſſime ſer- 
vet, quemadmodum e- 


nixe optamur pro ſum- 


mo noſtro erga vos ſtudio 
ac voluntate. Valete. 


Rome, 23 Junii, 1791. 
Amplitudinum veſtrarum 
uti frater ſtudioſiſſimus, 
L.CardinalisAntonellus Præfectus. 
A. Archiepiſeopus Adanen, 
Secretarius, 


Dominis Archiepiſcopis 


RNegni Hiberniæ. 


Ex audientia ſanctiſſini 
habita die g Junii, 
1791s 


Archepiſcopi metro- 
politani totius regni Hi- 
berniæ Santtiſſimo do- 
mino expoſuerunt quo- 
rumdam inſcitia vel im- 
probitate in alienum ſen- 
ſum detorqueri quaſdam 
voces, qua reperiuntur 

in 
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ed in the Roman Ritual 


to be taken by biſhops at 


their conſecration, and 
by archbiſhops on re- 
ceiving the Pall *, have 
been miſicterpreted ; 

which has added new per- 
| plexities to thoſe which 
they daily experience in 
a kingdom where the 
Catholic faith is not the 
religion of the late: 
wherefore, they humbly 


requeſted, if it ſhould 


appear expedient to his 
Holineſs, that he would 
vouchſafe to apply a re- 
medy by ſome att of his 
apoſtolical vigilance. His 
Holineſs on this report 
being made'to him by me 
the underwritten, all cir- 

cumſtances 


Romanum, 


in formula j juramenti ab 
epiſcopis in eorunf con- 
ſecratione, atque ab 
archiepiſcopis in recep- 
tione pallii, juxta rituale 
præſtandi, 
propterea cum 
præter eas difficultates, 


atque 
que in regno, in quo 
Catholica ſides non do- 
quotidie OC- 
currunt, in novas etiam 


minatur, 


conjiciantur: unde qua- 
tenus Sandtitati ſua op- 
portunum videatur, de- 
mille peticre, ut aliqua 
apoſtolice providentiæ 
ratione conſulere digne- 
Sandtitas ſua ad 


mei infraſcripti relatio- 


tur. 


nem, rebus omnibus 
mature perpenſis, be- 
nigne 


Pall is a ſacred ornament peculiar to archbiſhops, ſent to them 
by the Pope as a fymbol of metropolitical juriſdiction. Pope Gregory 
the great mentions it in a letter to all the Illyrian biſhops, lib. ii. E- 
piſt, and xxii, letter; alſo ibid, xxiii, letter, vol. iii. edit. Paris, 
1714, Where he ſays, that he ſent the Pall to archbiſhop John ac- 
coxding to cuſtom, de More.“ St. Gregory died in 604. John III. 
elected Pope in 360, in his letter to Edaldus archbiſhop of Vienne, 


mentions the Pall in like manner. 


Ibid. The figure of the Pall is 


conſpicuous in the primatial arms of the Proteſtant „ of 


Armagh and Dublin, 


1 


, * — — 
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cumſtances of the caſe 


maturely conſidered, was 


graciouſly pleaſed to 


grant, that the biſhops of 
the kingdom of Ireland, 
at their conſecration, and 
the archbiſhops on re- 
ceiving the Pall, may uſe 


the ſame form of oath, 


which was taken by the 
archbiſhop of Mohzilow * 


in the empire of the Moſ. 


covites, by permiſſion of 
bis ſaid Holineſs: which 


is as follows: 
I V. N. &c. as in 


the Roman Pontifical to 


the clauſe—Al! Heretzcs, 


Schiſmatics, and Rebels, 


againſt our ſaid Lord, and 
his ſucceſſors aforeſaid, 1 
will to the utmoſt of my 
power, proſecute and op- 
foſe +—which is entirely 
omitted ; afterwards the 
words—the Cardinal Pre- 


fed of the S. Congregation 
for propagating the Fauth, 


are 


nigne indulſit, ut epiſe 
copi regni Hiberniæ in 
eorum conſecratione, 
atque archiepiſcopi in 
receptione pallii, ea 
utantur juramenti for- 
mula, qua ejuſdem Sanc- 
titatis ſuæ permiſſu, ar- 


chiepiſcopus Moſilovien- 


fis uſus eſt in Imperio 


Moſcorum, quæ eſt hu- 
juſmodi: 


Ego N. M. &c. prout in 
pontificali Romano uſ- 
que ad clauſulam— Hæ- 
reticos, ſchiſmaticas, & 
rebelles, eidem domino 
noſtro, vel ſucceſſoribus 
prædidlis, pro poſſe perſe- 
guar, & wmpugnabo— 
quæ penitus omittitur: 


poſtea verba hæc— Car- 


dinalem praſectum facre 
Congregatioms propagan- 
da fidei prapgbiæ ſuffici- 


untur 


* Mohilow was erected into an archbiſhopric, with a chapter, by 
the preſent Pope, The firſt archbiſhop Staniſlaus Sieſtrzencewez was 
appointed in a conſiſtory at Rome, 21 December 178g, and is till 
hiving, | + Biſhop of Cloyne's tranſlation; 
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are ſübſtituted inflead' of 
the Cardinal Proponent in 


the Congregation of the 
Sacred Countil. The form 


concludes with theſe 


words: Tuill ob/erve all 


& every one of theſe things 


the more inviolably, as I 
am firmly convinced that 
there is nething contained 
in them, which can becon- 


trary to the' fidelity I owe 


to the moſt ſerene ling of 


Great Britain and Ireland, 
and to his ſucceſſors to the 


throne. So help me God 
and thoſe holy Goſpels of 
God. Thus I promiſe, and 


engage. 


I N. N. Archbiſhop, 


or Biſhop, dec. 


Dated at Rome, in the houſe of 
the faid Sacred Congregation, 
the 23d day of June, 1791. 


L. Cardinal Antonelli Prefect. 
A Archbiſhop Adanen, 
| Secretary. 


oo Seal.) | 


untur verbis—Cardina- 
lem proponentem in Con · 
gregatione ſacri concilit. 
Formula hiſce verbis 
terminatur: Hæc om- 


nia, & ſingula eo invio- 
labilius obſervabo, quo 


contineri, quod fideli- 
tati meæ erga ſereniſſi- 
mum magne Britanniz 


& Hiberniz regem, ejuſ · 


que ad thronum ſueceſ- 
ſores debitæ, adverſari 
poſſit. Sic me Deus ad- 
juvet, & hæc ſanQla Dei 
Evangelia. Ita ꝓromit- 
to, et ſpondeo. 


Ego V. N. Archiepiſco- 


pus vel Epiſcopus, &. 


Datum Romæ, ex Adibus præ- 
fatæ Sacræ Congregationis, hac 
die 2g Junii, 1791. 
L.Cardinalis AntonellusPrefeRue. | 
A. Archiepiſcopus Adanen, 
Sdbretitins 
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"The above intereſting documents need no, com- 
ment. We defy the ingenuity of bigotry and pre- 
judice to urge any ſolid objection to the conſecration 
oath of Roman Catholic biſhops, after the full and 
candid explanation of it from ſuch bigh and compe- 
tent authority ; which has, notwithſtanding, conde- 

ſcended, for the ſake of peace, to expunge the clauſe 
in it which gave moſt offence ; becauſe it was the. 
leaſt underſtood, 

The writer of the Kay we have alluded to # feels 
alſo extremely indignant at the /pirit of profelyti/m 
which prevails amongſt Catholics ; the moſt perturbed 
ſpirit, he ſays, + that ever ſpread hatred and diſſen- 
tion amongſt the ſons of men; and obſerves in the 
next following page, that it is not the doctrine of the 
Catholic religion but of its hierarchy; and exhorts the 
Catholic Laity t diſtinguiſh between their God and 
their prieſt, between ther religion and their prieſthood, 
between their articles of faith and other doctrines of a 
very different nature, which prieficraft has almoſt in 
all ſes contrived to graft upon religious faith, to en- 
creaſe the temporal power, and the emoluments of the 
prieſthood. 15 | 

Do not be ſhocked, deareſt Brethren, at theſe 
groundleſs and foul imputations. They have been 
repeated a thouſand times by infidel writers and 
ſcoſſers of revealed religion, when endeavouring to 
deſtroy it under the pretence of reforming abuſes; 
which exiſt only in their imaginations. We have 
too favourable an opinion of Mr. Sheridan's infor- 
mation and reſpet for chriſtianity, to rank him a- 


Pago g1, 37, 40 & ſeq. | + Vide Eſſay, p. 129- 
I | mongſt 
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mongſt theſe philoſophers; though he 1 Ll far. 
priſed into aſlertions not warranted by the, princi- 
ples of either Proteſtants or Catholics, or of any 
other denomination of Chriſtians *. 

The genuine ſpirit of profelytiſm is coeval with 
the goſpel, and congenial to its maxims, The 
Apoſtles were inſpired with it on receiving a com- 
miſhon from their divine Maſter to teack all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt; when he alſo promiſed 
to be with them in this work of proſelytiſin, to the end 
of time; and of courſe with their ſucceſſors in the 
apoſtolic pech as the Apoſtles were not to live 
for ever T. 

Encouraged by this animaitog ploinifs, they and 
their diſciples preached Chri/t crucified t, that one 
Lord, that one baptiſm which he had ordained, and 
that one faith h, without which, as we are aſſured by 
St. Paul, it is impoſſible to pleaſe God||. The Lord 
daily added to their ſociety, ſuch as ſhould be ſaved 1, 
in conformity to his promiſe when, comparing his 
church to a flock, he ſaid, other ſheep I have, whick 
are not of this fold; them alſo I muſt bring, and they 
fall hear my voice, and there ſhall be one fold, and 
6. pherd **, The apoſtles, their diſciples, and 
ſucceſſors in every age, have thought it their preciſe. 
duty to gain proſelytes to this one faith, to this one 
ſociety, to this one fold; and uniformly taught that 
falvation cannot be otherwiſe obtained. This doc- 


dee hereafter p. 64 & ſeq. © 1 Matth. xxviii. 16, 20. 


+ Philip. ii. 8. » Cor, i. 2g. $ Eph. iv. 5. 
|| Heb. xi. 6, 1 Akt. ii. 7. John x. 6. 


trine 
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nine is clearly eſfabliſhed im the recited and other 
paſſages of the ſcriptures, It is preſumption in any 
one who acknowledges their divine authority to en- 
quire, why our Redeemer has ſo ordered it? His 
ways are in/crutable : His judgments inſerutable. 
For this one Faith the martyrs bled. Their blood 
invigorated the plant of chriftianity. Nations and 
individuals of every deſcription ; the barbarous, the 
civilized, the powerful ; emperors, warriors, philo- 
ſophers, orators; all become proſelytes to-the gol- 
pel, and bend under its ſelf-denying, but ſalutary 
yoke. We ourſelves are indebted to this evangeli- 
cal ſpirit of pro/elyti/m : without it, our apoſtle St. 
Patrick would not have exerciſed his miniſtry in 
Ireland; and we might have remained in the dark- 
neſs of paganiſm as long as the more northern na- 
tions of Europe, | 3 
That the zeal for proſelyting has ſometimes been 
indiſcreet, and not always regulated by the goſpel, 
cannot be denied; religion having been too often 
made the pretext for accompliſhing the moſt flagi · 
tious deſigns: to conclude from thence in general 
unqualified terms,.that the ſpirit of proſelytiſm is the 
moſt perturbed that ever ſpread hatred and diſſentions 
amongſt the ſons of, men, is illogical, Were we to ar- 
gue always in this manner, we might as reaſonably 
conclude, that every government, every eſtabliſh. _ 


ment, every inſtitution, however perfect in them« 


ſelves, are all equally condemnable ; becauſe they 
have been; and from the frailty of man muſt be, 
frequently abuſed, It is abſurd to condemn a prin- 
ciple which may be abuſed, unleſs the abuſe follows 

| 7. | from 
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from it as a neceſſary cones; which is not 
the caſe with reſpect to the evangelical ſpirit of 
proſelytiſm, | 

The goſpel teaches peace and good-will to all 8 
mankind: it inculcates forgiveneſs af injuries ; pa- 
tience and reſignation under the diſpenſations of 
providence, Apoſtolical miſſionaries are meek and 
humble of heart *, and all * to all men to fone 
all f. 

The Chriſtian Religion was not, as the impiety 
of Mahomet, propagated by the {word ; nor was the 

introduction of it into any ſtate or kingdom, gene- 
rally marked by bloodſhed, treaſon or ſedition. 

The Spaniards are ſaid to have exerciſed great 
cruelties in Mexico, Peru, and other parts of Ame- 
rica f. From ſome recent publications on this ſub- 

| jeRt, and particularly from the authentic letters of 
Cortez publiſhed by Flavigny, it appears, that the 
diſguſting narratives of cruelties exerciſed agaiuſt 
Montezuma, Atabalipa, Guattmoſin, &c. are forged h. 
A late hiſtorian of Mexico .. and others I contend 
on very goad grounds, that biſhop /as Caſas has miſ- 
repreſented fafts, and highly exaggerated ſome 
cruelties committed by the Spaniards, in his different 
reporis to the emperor Charles V. However that 
| may be, it is certatn, that the miſſionaries loudly 
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„ Math, ii. 29. I Cor. ix. 22. | | 
1 Robertſon, Hiſt, Amer, & ali . h Journal Hiſt, & Lit, 177g. | 
|| Clavigero Hiſt, Mex. 
1 French Encyclopediſts Verb, Las A Feller. Dictionaire 

N Liege 1790. 


3 


q ee eee —:l RE EE. NO ie. ted 


— 
* 


64 Dr. Trovy's Pas ToRAL INSTRUCTION, 


an 


_———_ 


condemned every inſtance of cruelty, as contrary to 
the ſpirit and precepts of religion v. 

If the preachers of reform in Europe during the 
ſixteenth century, had been influenced in like man- 
ner by goſpel principles; their progrefs would not 


have been generally diſgraced, as it was, by tumult, 


inſurretion, and warfare+: we ſhall draw a veil 
over theſe exceſſes, originating from human perver- 
ſity ; and not from the tenets of chriſtianity, which 
condemn them, 
When Mr. Sheridan pronounced his invective 
againſt a proſelyting ſpirit, he did not recolleR, that 


it is not confined to the church of Rome, It ap- 


pears from the canons, ſynodal' acts, and other 
authentic records of every particular denomination 
of Chriſtians, that the ordinary poſſibility of ſalva- 
tion out of the church, is not admitted. On this 
principle, each church preſuming herſelf the only 
true one, enjoins proſelyti/m ; particularly to her 
miniſters, whoſe peculiar duty it is to guide others 
in the paths of truth and happineſs. It is needleſs, 
and would prove tedious, to enumerate the different 
conſiſtorial acts of Lutherans, Calviniſts, Zuinglians, 
and other ſefts of the continent, on this ſubject 1: 
we ſhall, therefore, confine ourſelves to the authen- 
tic deciſions and ordinances of the proteſtants and 
preſbyterians of theſe kingdoms. 


'# Robertſon, ibid, 
1 Boſſuet, Hiſt, Var. & alii paſſim. 
t Conſule inter alios Bohem. de jure can. Proteſt. 
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The eighteenth of the thirty- nine Articles of Re- 
ligion in England and Ireland declares that“ ty . 
« alſo are to be had accurſed, that preſume to ſay, that 
« every man ſhall be ſaved by the law or ſect which 
« he profeſſeth, ſo that he be diligent to form his life 
© according to that law, and the light of nature. 
For holy Scripture doth ſet out unto us only the 
« name of FeJus Chriſt, whereby men muſt be ſaved.” 
This deelaration excludes not only Atheiſts, Deiſts, 
Jews, and others who do not believe in Chriſt, 
from falvation; but likewiſe thoſe who do not be- 
lieve his doctrine. | 

The book of Common. Prayer 3 by we 
proteſtant churches of England and Ireland orders, 
that on certain days the Confeſſion of Faith, com- 
monly called the Creed of St. Athanaſius, be ſung or 
repeated by the miniſter and people ſtanding *; 
becauſe, as the eighth of the thirty-nine articles of 
religion publiſhed by authority of queen Elizabeth 
declares, * it (the Athanaſian Creed) can be proved 
y moſt certain warrants of holy Scriptures.” This 
Creed begins thus: Who/oever will be ſaved: before 
all things it is neceſſary that he hold the Catholic 
« faith. Which Faith, except every one do keep whole 
., * and undefiled: without doubt, he ſhall periſh ever- 
* laftingly.” It concludes with theſe words: © This 
i the Catholic Faith, which except a man believe 
« faithfully, he cannot be ſaved t. The proteſtant 
Biſhop Pearſon, in his expoſition of the creed, con · 
firms this doftrine of excluive lalvation. 


Book of Common Prayer, Dublin, 1767 by Crierſon. 
1 Ibid, 
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In the form of conſecrating biſhops n by 
the proteftant church of Ireland, the archbiſhop or 
other appointed conſecrating biſhop, is required to 

propoſe the following queſtions to the biſhop elect. 

« Queſtion III. Will you then faithfully exerciſe 
„ yourſelf in the fame holy Scripture, and call up- 
„on God by prayer, for the true underſtanding of 
« the ſame; ſo as ye may be able by them to teack 
„and exhort with wholeſome doctrine, and to withe 
fand and convince the gainſayers ?” 

Anſwer. I will do ſo by the help of God. 

« u˙ IV. Are you ready with all faithful diti- 
„ gence to baniſh and drive away all erroneous and 
« ſtrange dottrine, contrary to God's word; and both 
« grivately and openly to call upon, and — 
* others to do the ſame?” 

An/. 1 am ready, the Lord being my helper. 

The queſtions propoſed to prieſts and deacons on 
the ſame ſubject, are ſimilar; and all obvioufly de- 
figned to enforce the duty of proſelyting, by teach- 

| ing and exhorting with wholeſome doctrine, (ſup- 
| | poſed to be preſerved in the church of England) 
| | and to withſtand and convince the gain/ayers ; ſuch as 
Ft | Roman Catholics, Calviniſts, Zuinglians, Socinians, 
| 5 and numberleſs others moſt undoubtedly are. The 
| | proteſlant biſhops, prieſts, and deacons are not only 


—_ 


| | ry to God's word, ſuch as the peculiar and qiſcrimi- 
1 nating tenets of every Chriſtian ſect differing from 
| | the church of England muſt appear to every Pro- 
it ; teſtant in communion with her) but likewiſe to call 
| upon 
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upon and encourage hos both A and publicly 
to do the ſame. 

The kirk of Scotland is not leſs explicit on FR 
ſubject of excluſive ſalvation ; which is the very 
foundation, and vital principle of goſpel proſelytiſm. 
In their Confeſſion of Faith ratified by parliament in 
1560 they ſay, Articte XVI. As we believe in 
one God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, io we do 
«- moſt conſtantly believe, that, from the beginning, 
there hath been, and now is, and to the end of 


« the world ſhall be, one Kirk, that is to ſay, one 
« company and multitude of men, choſen by God, 
« who rightly worſhip and embrace him by true 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus. .. . . which Kirk is catholic, 
that is univerſal; becauſe it containeth the elect 
of all ages, &c. out of which Kirk there'ts neither 
. life, nor eternal felicity, and, therefore, we utterly 
« abhor the blaſphemy of them that affirm, that men, 
« which live according to equity and juſtice, ſhall. be 
« ſaved, what religion that ever they have profeſſed *." 
In another Confeſſion of Faith uſed to this day in 
the Kirk of Scotland, which was agreed upon by a 
general aſſembly of their divines ar Weſtminſter 
1647, and confirmed by parliament in 1649, the 
church is thus deſcribed* the viſible church, which 
is alſo catholic or univerſal under the goſpel, (not 
« confined to one nation, as before, under the law,) 
« conſiſts of all thoſe throughout the world, that 
« profeſs the true religion, and of their children, 
and is the 4ingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chrill, the 
* houſe and family of God, out of which there i 5 no 
* Conf. Glaſgow, 1771. | ; 
KS ; "arid | 
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ordinary poſſibility of ſalvation u. Calvin taught 


this doftrine to his proſelytes, when explaining the 
nature of a viſible church, he ſays, * out of its 
„ boſom, no remiſſion of ſins, no /alvation is to be 


oed for, according to Iſaiah, Joel, and Ezechiel 


. + +10 that it is always highly pernicious to de- 
« part from the church.” The doctrine then of ex- 


dcluſive ſalvation being grounded on the infallible 


word of God, is equally admitted by Proteſtants, 
Preſbyterians, and Roman Catholics; nor can it 
poſſibly be controverted by any one who acknow- 

ledges the Scripture as a Rule of Faith. The ſpirit 
of proſelytiſm is a neceſſary conſequence of it; and 
if more operative amongſt Catholics than other de- 
nominations of Chriſtians, they have the merit of 

greater conſiſtency, and adherence to principle. 
Charity impels them to bring the ſtrayed ſheep to 

the one only ſafe fold, in which they conceive them- 
ſelves comprehended : Proteſtants, and other Chriſ- 


tian ſefts, if under the ſame impreſſion, ſhould act in 


like manner. No greater charity can be exerciſed : 
but this ſpirit of proſelytiſm, if charitable, is mild 


and perſuaſive; it conveys inſtruftion and makes 


converts, not by the ſword of perſecution, by ſedi- 
tion, or inſurrection; but by diſpaſſionate argument, 
by humility, by Chriſtian benevolence, and by the 
exemplary conduct of goſpel teachers. Theſe ſhould 


be the arms and protection of every champion ina 


religious warfare, 


The author of the Ca/e of the Roman Catholics, 


quoted by Mr, Sheridan g, ſpeaks Aoneſlly, and there- 


* Conf. ch. xxv, + Iuſtit. lib, iv. cap. 1 f Eſſay, p. 127. 
| fore 
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Goon uſefully, os: he Liv, 6 we religion of Catho- 
lies teacheth them to be obedient to governors ; 
but it teacheth them alſo, to propagate their ſpi- 
ritual dodtrines in oppoſition to goverment.” We 
ſhall add, that in this they follow the example of the 
Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians; who propagated 
the goſpel in oppoſition to governors that perſecuted 
them, conſidering they were obliged to obey God 
rather than men *; but at the ſame time, were the 
moſt peaceable and dutiful ſubjetts in the empire t, 
The zealous and eloquent preacher of the conſe. 
cration ſermon at Lullworth Caſtle in Auguſt 1790 
has obſerved theſe precepts, and combined them with 
unſhaken loyalty to the king and obedience to the 
laws, in his admired diſcourle on that ſolemn occa- 
ſion f. Convinced, as he was, that the Roman Ca- 
tholic church is the one fold governed by one ſhepherd, 
as mentioned by JzsUs-CHR158T , he conſiders that 
day glorious for the church of God, and for the Pre- 
late elect, &c. 
This pious exclamation and effuſion of joy are 
perfectly reconcileable with the motto extracted from 
the New Hampſhire bill of rights; becauſe although 
liberty of conſcience be the birth-right of every 
„ man, and an excluſion of any religious teſt for 
« ever, it is alſo the duty of every man to procure ' 


* As. v. 29. | | ee above, p. ii. & ſeq. 

t The conſecration ſermon was preached by the Rev. GOharles 
Plowden, the celebrated author of many tracts publiſhed at London 
in the years 1790, 91 and ga, on the proceedings of Engliſh Catholics, 
and principles of their religion, | See above, p. 61. 
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See Sheridan's Eſſay, &c. p. 126, & ſeq. 
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all neceſſary information on the important point of 
religion, and of every paſtor in particular, to in- 
ftrud the ignorant, and combat errors againſt the 
one faith, in a meek inoflenſive manner. The 
preacher, therefore, exults at the opportunity afford- 
ed by the appointment of Doctor Carrol biſhop eleR, 
to the newly erected See of Baltimore; 4 eftabliſh 
the faith of Peter upon the ruins of thoſe errors, as 
Catholics conceive, which the firſt inhabitants carried 
forth with them from Great Britain v. There is no- 
thing in theſe words injurious or offenſive to any 
Proteſtant State, or to the United States of America; 
where the Roman Catholic faith is making an aſto- 
niſhing progreſs, without exciting any alarm to the 
government f. 

The Roman Catholic clergy of this kingdom do 
not diſturb the ſtate, or violate the laws by the 
ſpirit of proſelytiſm. They do not procure, incite, or 

per ſuade Proteſtlants or others to become Catholics 
by officious, clandyſline, or improper methods. They 
conceive ſuch attempts as contrary to the ſpirit of 
their miniſtry as they are to the prohibition of the- 
legiſlature J: but when freely called upon, as * 
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* See Mr, Sheridan's Eſſay, p. 126 & ſeq. 
1 Theentire ſermon &c. was reprinted by Wogan, Dublin, 1790. 

See Act. Parl. ch. 49. an. 21 and 22. Georgii iii. regis, The 
words procure, incite or perſuade are vague; and in ſome parts of the 
kingdom have given riſc to jealouſies between Proteſtant and Catholic 
clergymen: in the laſt act of the Britiſh legiſlature paſſed in the year 
1791 for the further relief of Engliſh Catholics, that entire reſtraining- 
clauſe has been omitted ; if it ſhall be judged expedient to retain it in 
Ireland, it is humbly ſuggeſted that the meaning of procure, incite, or 
perſuade may be determined, in order to prevent equivocation, and 


further ones 
are 
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are frequently by the-fick, to reconcile them to the 
church e, they do not, they cannot, heſitate 


to miniſter that conſolation, 

The genuine ſpirit of pro/e; ayti 1 is not then that 
moſt perturbed one which ever ſpread hatred and diſſen- 
tions among ſt the ſons of men, as Mr. Sheridan is 
pleaſed to aſſert *, No. It originates in the goſpel, 
which enjoins the prudence of the ſerpent, and the fim- 
plicity of the dove T. It is not the doftrine of the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy and prieſthood only, con- 
trived for the unworthy purpoſes mentioned by 
him: No. It is the doctrine of Chriſtianity, of the 


Catholic church, of the Proteſtant Church, of the 


Preſbyterian Kirk, of the Lutheran Conſiſtories, of 
the Zuinglian Canons, and of every individual who 
holds the goſpel as a rule of Chriſtian Faith h. The 


attempt to ſow diviſion between the Catholic flock | 


and their paſtors, by inſinuating an abſurd diſtintion . 
between God and the prieſthood, between the hie- 


rarchy and religion, is as impotent, as it is ungene- 


rous and inſidious\.—The apoſtles were biſhops.— 


This cannot be denied by any conſiſtent Proteſtant, 
They preached the neceſſity of one faith, of one 


church, of one fold, in order to obtain ſalvation: 


they laid down their lives in defence of this doarine, 
and to their laſt moments made proſelytes to it. The 


| Roman Catholic hierarchy of this day contend that 
they teach the ſame dofirine,—Let them be refuted 


” Sen cbany, 2 696 + Matt, x. 26. 4 Secabore, p46 Ib. 


63. IA. c. p 12g. 
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by fair argument, and not inſulted with calumnious 
aſſertion“. | | 
| The tenet of excluſive ſalvation does not autho- 
rize any Chriftian to paſs a particular ſentence of 
eternal damnation on perſons who differ from him 
in religious belief. Invincible ignorance and invin- 
cible neceſſity, truly ſuch, excuſe from the guilt of 
hereſy and ſchiſm. We cannot be thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the diſpoſitions of a departing ſoul, 
nor judge whether it be worthy of /ove or hatred. 
That judgment is reſerved to God, who alone is ac- 
quainted with the ſecrets of our hearts: the neceſſity 
of being a member of the true church, to obtain 
ſalvation, is acknowledged by every deſcription of 
Chriſtianst: it is, therefore, incumbent on every 
man to ſeek the truth with earneſtneſs, and to em- 
brace it with avidity in the important buſineſs of re- 
ligion; at the riſk of property, honors, and even of 
life itſelf, when they cannot be enjoyed without for- 
feiting our title to heaven. 
Mr. Sheridan likewiſe aſſerts in the ſame peremp- 
tory manner, “ that the prigſicraſt doctrine of exclu- 
* ſive ſalvation which has generated the ſpirit of 
« proſelytiſm, follows from the doctrine of papal 
* infallibility as a natural inference} ; of that moſt 
* audacious ſumption of pontifical arrogance— 
that impious uſurpation of a divine attributeh: it 


« is ths, he ſays, which has proved the fatal ſource 


* See an excellent work on the doftrine of excluſive Salvation, 
entitled 4 Charity and Truth, by H. E.---Alſo Doktor Hay, Sin- 

cere Chriſtian, vol. II. + See above, page 63. f Eſſay, &c. page 
131, b Ibid, page 190 | | 
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« of all the — diſenſlons intolerance, — per | | 
« ſecutions, which have ſo frequently prevailed 
among chriſtians, and ſo often diſgraced chin 

„ anity®, Wo” 

Vox vox pratereaque nihil. 

We have already obſervedt, that Catholics are 
obliged to believe as an article of their faith, that 
the Pope or Biſhop of Rome, as ſucceſſor of St. 
Peter, is the ſupreme viſible head of the church on 
earth, and centre of Catholic unity; with a primacy 
by divine right of real authority and juriſdiction in 
the univerſal church; and that all Catholics owe 
him canonical reſpe& and obedience on that ac- 
count}: it is likewiſe an article of Catholic faith, 
that the Church of Chriſt is infallible in her doctri- 
nal deciſions and canons, on points of faith and mo- 
rals; becauſe he promiſed to be with her to the end 
of the world; Catholics, . therefore, are obliged to 
adhere implicitly to ſuch decrees and canons of the 
church aſſembled in general council, and confirmed | 
by the Pope, as to rules of faith: they are alſo ob. 
liged in like manner to ſubmit to ſimilar deciſions 
and decrees of the Pope, when expreſsly or tacitly 
aſſented to, or not diſſented from, by the majority of 
"biſhops repreſenting and governing the church diſ- 
perſed. On theſe points all Catholics are agreed, 
as on immutable articles of their faith; but they 
are divided on the queſtion of per/onal infallibility” 
in the Pope, and independent of any expreſſed or 
tacit confirmation, approbation, or acquieſcence in 


* Ihid. page 131. + Page gt, & ſeq. f Ibid, 5 Math, 
axviii. 20. 
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his decrees by the church aſſembled, or diſperſed. 

No Catholic aſcribes infallibility to the Pope, conſi- 
dered only as a private individual of ſociety, or as 2 
writer publiſhing his own peculiar opinions: no Ca- 
tholic is ſo abſurd as to conſider him impeccable in 
any reſpett. 

Many Catholics contend, that the Pope when 
teaching the univerſal church, as her ſupreme viſible 
head and paſtor, as ſucceſſor to St. Peter, and heir 
to the promiſes of ſpecial aſſiſtance made to him by 

ſ JesUs CHRIST“, is infallible; and that his decrees 

| and decifions in that capacity are to be reſpected as 

| rules of faith, when they are dogmatical 'or confined 

to doctrinal points of faith and morals. Others de- 

ny this, and require the expreſſed or tacit acquigſ- 
cence of the church aſſembled, or diſperſed, to ſtamp 
infallibility on his dogmatical decrees. Until the 
church ſhall decide upon this queſtion of the ſchools, 
either opinion may be adopted by individual Catho- 
lics, without any breach of Catholic communion or 
peace, The Catholics of Ireland bave lately de- 
clared t, That it is not an article of the Catholic 

« faith, nor are they thereby required to believe or 

1 profeſs—that the Pope is infallible,” —without a- 

dopting or abjuring either of the recited opinions, 

which are oper to diſcuſſion while the church conti- 
nues ſilent about them, The infallibility of the 
church, is an article of Catholic faithf : the infalli- 
bility of the Pope is not; and may be embraced or 
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* See Dr, Hay, Sincere Chriſtian, and other controvertiſts, + 15th 
March, 1792. f See Dr, Hay, ibid. ; 
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rejected as an opinion, according to the judgment 
formed of the arguments for and againſt i it. The 
diſayowal of the Pope's infallibiliiy as an opinion, 
made a part of an oath propoſed to the Engliſh Ca- 
tholics, by private authority, ig the year 1791: 
a great majority of them objetted to that, and other 
clauſes of the oath, while others of rank and reſpec- 
tability adopted the whole, The Britiſh legiſlature 
did not avail itſelf of this diviſion to rejett the pe. 
tition of Engliſh Catholics; but with a liberality 
and magnanimity to be ever remembered with molt 
lively gratitude by all his Majelty' Roman Catholic 

| ſubjetts, generoully lubſtituted the oath which the 
Iriſh Catholics had approved and taken ſince the 

year 1773, in place of the newly propoſed one in 

England, that had cauſed an alarming diviſion in the 

Catholic body of that kingdom, 11 may be aſked 

again, as it has been already c eral times, how can 


the infallibilit) of the church be manitelled by her 


See the Cas 8TATED by Francis Plowden, Eſq. conveyancer 
of the Middle Temple. London 1791, To this learned gentleman the 
Catholics of theſe kingdoms arc much indebted, for his very zealous 
exertions in preſerving union amongſt them on orthodox principles: 
His brother Charles Plowden, (See above p. 68.) alſo Rev. John Mil- 
ner, of Wincheſter, Rev. Mr. Pilling of London and others, will be 
long remembered by Britiſh and Iriſh Catholics on. the ſame account. 
Their firmneſs at a very critical period in reprobating an oath (See 
above) which had been condemed as unlawful, on Catholic principles, 
by biſhops Walmeſley, Talbot, Gibſon and Douglaſs the apoſtolical 
vicarsin England; likewiſe by the biſhops of Ireland and Scotland, 
by ſome Univerſgties, by many Theologians, and finally by the Holy 
See; renders them highly reſpectable. See their different publications 
on that intereſting, occaſion, 


L 2 © deciſions, 
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deciſions, whereas general councils are infrequent, 
and cannot be aſſembled without great difficulty? 
We anſwer by obſerving, that general councils, how- 
ever uſeful and highly expedient on particular emer- 
gencies of the church, -are not abſolutely neceſſary, 
Our divine Redeemer promiſed to be with the 
church for ever. His promiſes to the apoſtles, par- 
ticularly to St. Peter, and their ſucceſſors, were to be 
realized to the end of time. As governors of the 
church, under his heavenly guidance, and with his 
promi ſed aſſiſtance, they have from time to time aſ- 
ſembled together in general councils to expound the 


faith, and preſerve it inviolate from the aſſaults of 
heretics and ſchiſmatics; but as from various cir- 
cumſtances theſe aſſemblies are always difficult, and 
ſometimes imprafticable, they on ſuch occaſions ap- 
ply to their ſupreme head and primate the biſhop of 
Rome, whoſe decrees on doctrinal points of faith 
and morals are reſpected by all Catholics, whether 
they conſider him as infallible or not: the acquieſ- 
cence of the majority of biſhops in theſe decrees of 
the apoſtolic ſee, renders them completely deciſive 
and infallible, The errors of the primitive heretics, 

- before the firſt Nicene general council in the year 
323, were condemned by the biſhops of Rome. In 
after ages various hereſies and errors were reprobated 
by their ſucceſſors in the chair of Peter; and fince the 

| laſtgeneral council at Trent, in the ſixteenth century, 
the erroneous dottrines of Bajus, Janſenius, Molinos, 
Queſnel, Fenelon, ds Hontheim or Febronius, Eybel, 
and of numberleſs others on points of faith; and 
many exroneous propoſitions, deſtruQive of chriſtian 
| >” morality, 
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morality, have been anathematized by the Popes. 
Notwithſtanding the oppoſite opinions of Catholics 
_ reſpeCting the Pope's perſonal inſallibility when pro- 
nouncing ſolemnly, or, as it is termed, ex cathedra, 
on points of faith arid morals; theſe different con- 
demnations, in various ages, have been uniformly ap- 
proved by the church, diſperſed and repreſented by 
the majority of the biſhops; this is fully ſufficient 
to preſerve the living authority and infallibility of 
the Church, which is an article of Catholic faith. No 
Pope has ever uſurped or aſſumed the attribute of per- 
ſonal infallibility, as eſſentially connected with his 
primacy of juriſdiftion in the univerſal cbwrch; 
which, as all Catholics believe, he enjoys by divine 
right, jure divino. We defy Mr. Sheridan, or any 
other, to prove, that one in the long catalogue of 
Popes, has ever propoſed the perſonal infallibility of 
the biſhops of. Rome, as we have explained it and as 
Catholics underſtand it, to the univerſal church, 10 
be believed and profeſſed by the faithful as an article of 
Catholic faith. A limited infallibility is aſcribed by 
fome Catholics to the ſucceſſors of St. Peter. They 
never impiouſiy arrogated it to themſelves, as Mr. 
Sheridan pretends*: nor would he diſcover any in- 
piety in the writings of Catholic theologians that a- 
ſcribe a limited infallibility to the Popes. We be- 
ſeech him to read the advocates of that opinion, be. 
| fore he again qualifies it as impious. The Pope's per- 
onal infallibility is not, nor was it ever (we repeat it) 
an article of Catholic faith; wherefore, neither Paul 
"Y 


Pages 130 and 130. 
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IV. nor any other Pope at any time to the preſent, 
would have excommunicated the Iriſh Roman Ca- 
tholics for declaring, as they have done, © hat the 
« Pope's inſallibility is not an article of Catholic faith, 
and that they are not. thereby required to believe or 
* profeſs, that the Pope is in ſallibles.“ 

Neither is the dottrine of excluſive ſalvation, as 
explained abovet, a corollary of the Pope's infalli- 
bility, as the learned gentleman alſo aſſerts}; nor is 
it neceſſarily connetted with it, 

Catholics, however divided on the queſlion of 
papal infallibility, are unanimous in aſſerting the 
doctrine of excluſive ſalvation in the one true faith 
and church: we have remarked, that this doftrine 
is not peculiar to them). How then can ſuch ge- 
neral doctrine admitted by all who acknowledge the 
ſcriptures asa rule of faith, be the neceſſary conſe- 
quence or corollary of the Pope's perſonal infallibi. 
lity, which is not admitted by ſome Catholics, and 
is denied by all who are not in communion with the 
ſee of Rome? No general concluſion can be drawn 
from premiſes which are not generally admitted, and 
much leſs from premiſes that are denied. Mr. 
Sheridan is equally illogical when be ſays}, © If the 
T Pope be not infallible, it cannot be criminal to 
« differ from him, and not being criminal, it cannot 
* be pumſhable.” This propoſition requires expla- 
nation; as concluſions may be drawn from it ſubver- 
five not only of the Pope's authority, but likewiſe of 
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the obedience due to kings and ſuperiors of every 
kind. -A modern leveller might take occaſion from 
it to argue thus“ If the king, the lord lieutenant, 
the legiſlature, the privy council, the judges, the 
magiſtrates, the biſhops, our generals and other ſupe - 
riors be not infallible, it cannot be criminal to differ 
from them ; and not being criminal, it cannot be 
puniſhable: but neither his majeſty, nor any one of 
the above mentioned, nbr all of them together are 
infallible: therefore, it is not criminal, nor puniſhable 
to differ from them.” We do not wiſh to inſinuate 
that Mr. Sheridan is an advocate for ſuch doctrine. 
Such Catholics as deny 'a limited infallibility in 
the Pope, acknowledge his authority as ſupreme vi- 
ſible head of the univerſal church“. They obey 
him in that quality, which does not neceſſarily im- 
ply infallibility ; and aſſent to his dogmaticaldecrees, 
when not diſſented from by the church aſſembled in 
general council, or diſperſed ſpeaking by the majo- 
rity of biſhops. Theſe decrees are aſſented to by 
ſuch Catholics, not on account of any per/onal infal- 
libility in the Pope, which they deny; but on the 
authority of the Church, which they believe infal- 
liblef. 


jiuriſdiction is an article of Catholic faitht. Catho- 
lics owe him reſpect and canonical obedience on that 
account. Every biſhop is entitled to canonical obe- 
dience when exerciſing his ſpiritual and eccelſiaſti- 
cal juriſdiction within the limits of his dioceſe; not 


* See page 31 & ſeq. by See Dr. Hay, ibid, and our Catching, 
{ Page 31 & ſeq. | 
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We have obſerved, that the Pope's primacy of 


80 Da. TrRov's PASTORAL INsfRUCTION. 


— — 


* — 
_-— Fu 
— 


becauſe he is infallible, which no one admits, but 
becauſe: he is authorized io govern and direct the 
flock aſſigned to him by the church, as their paſtor 
and ſuperior. Eccleſiaſtical ſupremacy and infalli- 
bility are not to be ti: Dig are perfettly 
diſtinct, | 

In conſequence of his primacy Fe Pope exerciſes 
ſpiritual and eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction in the univer- 
fl church: communion with the holy See has ever 
been conſidered as eſſential to Catholic union“ . But 
the patronage of the Roman Catholic Hierarchy,” 
Mr. Sheridan obſerves, © though now in the hands 
© of an eccleſiaſlic is a temporal power to all intents 
and purpoſes. The nomination to biſhopricks is 
® a temporal power, a power now in the hands of 
* laymen, in the hands of the reſpective ſovereigns 
of every countiy; and no where beſtowed by eccle · 
*« ſiaſtical authority, excepting in the caſe of the ti- 
* tular biſhops of Ireland.” 

This ſtatement of the Jearned gentleman is far 
from being exaft. Patronage, as diſtinguiſhed from 
canonical inſtitution, without which Catholic eccle- 
ſiaſtics cannot exerciſe clerical juriſdiftion, is fre- 
quently in the hands of laymen. The right of exer- 
ciſing this patronage, of preſenting or nominating to 
benefices, is a privilege granted by the Church to par- 
ticular families, or corporate bodies; whoſe anceſ- 
tors, predeceſſors, or themſelves, have rendered im- 
portant ſervices to religion, by protection, donation 
or otherwiſe: the exerciſe of this right does not, 
however, conſtitute the paſtor. 


1 mid. + Eſſay, &c, page 134+ FILY 
| | The 


Da. Trov's PAsTORAL INSTRUCTION. 81 


- - 
— 2 wo 5 * — - 


The perſon preſented or nominated. to a pariſh 
by any one enjoying the right of patronage, is to be 

examined by the biſhop, who judges of his informa- 
tion, condut and general fitneſs for the cure; and 
who alone can give him canonical inſtitution, and 
eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction. Perſons nominated by 
privileged families or others, are frequently de- 
clared unqualified by the biſhops: in ſuch caſes, 
another and another muſt be preſented in due time 
and canonical form; otherwiſe, the right of pre- 
ſenting is loſt for that time, and ſometimes entirely 
forfeited. Such are the diſpoſitions of our canons 
reſpekting the right of perſentation to pariſhes *. 
No lay preſon can without this privilege, exerciſe 
any right of preſentation or nomination to reftories 
or pariſhes: as to the biſhops, who are ſucceſſors of 
the apoſtles, * and appointed by the Holy Ghoſt 10 
govern the church of Godt; their miniſtry as amba/- 
ſadors of Chriſt 2. and diſpenſers of the myſteries of 
God F, is eminently ſpiritual and eccleſiaſtical; and 
as ſuch is perfectly independent of any aer 
power or authority. Lend you, ſaid Jeſus Chriſt to 
the apoſtles, as the Father hath ſent me.] Go teach 
all nations. 1 He ereQted the edifice of his church 
on the apoſtles, and principally on St. Peter, * 
From them only, and not from any earthly power, 
did their ſucceſſors, to the preſent day, receive that 
divine miſſion, that commiſſion to teach, Which was 


„ Concil. Trident. Scff, xxv. item jus canonicum commune, t 
+ Acts xx. 21. f Eph. vi. 20, 1 Cor. iv. 1. || John xx. 21. 
1 Matth. xxviii. 19. ** Matth xvi, 18, 19. John x. 16. Ibid. xxi. 


Luke xxii. 31. and elſewhere in Scriptures, See Dr. Hay's Sincere 
Chriſtian, vol, 1. | 
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originally given to St. Peter, and the other apoſtles: 
by our divine Redeemer; who could not have it 
from any other than his heavenly Father. 

| The primitive fathers confirm this divine legation 
of the apoſtles and their ſucceſſors the h:ſhops; to 
whom the government of the church is committed. 
„Let no one, ſays St, Ignatius, do any thing con- 
cerning the chureh without the biſhop *.“ Tertul- 
lian deſires, © the prieſts and deacons not to bap- 
« tize without permiſſion from the biſhop for the 
% honour of the church;” + and the canons of the 
apoſtles prohibit prieſts and deacons from officiating 
without conſulting the biſhop, and obtaining his 
conſent, © becauſe the people being committed 
„to the care of the biſhop, he is anſwerable for 
« their ſouls }.” S. Irenæus 5, S. Cyprian ||, S 
Firmilian T, S. Jerome *, and all the ſucceeding 
fathers frequently repeat the ſame doftrine f. 

The apoſtles appointed their own immediate ſuc- 
ceſſors—By them Linus was placed in the chair of 
Peter Ir. Polycarp in the See of Smyrna, { and St. 
John gave biſhops to ſeveral cities in Aſia ||||, St. 
Peter on leaving Antioch appointed Evodius his 
ſucceſſor 1. On their deceaſe, the clergy elected 
the biſhops in preſence of the people, then not nu- 
merous, and generally ſaints, who were called upon 
to atteſt the conduct of the perſons that might be 
elected, leſt an improper choice ſhould be made; 


* Epiſt. ad Magnes. + De Bapt, cap. 17. f Can. 38. 5 Lib. 
8. cap. 3- || Epiſt. g. 27. 66, Num. 3, ÞT Apud Cyp. Ep. 7g. 
Ep. 54. ad Marc. ++ Communiter & paſſim. 1 Irenzus 
lib. g. cap. g. Euſeb. Hiſt. lib, 3. cap. 2 & 4 69 Hieron. de 
Script. Ecel. Tom. 4. cap. 17. (||| Idem ibid. hw 9. 11 Chry- 
folk, Hom, ia S. Ignat. 
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and that, as S. Cyprian obſerves, © the biſhop might 
be elefted before the people acquainted with the 
conduct of each,” and alſo “ that the crimes of 
„ the bad, and merits of the good might be pub- 
« liſhed, to render that ordination juſt and lawful}, 
« which had been examined by the judgment, and 
« good will of all.” * The good will of the people, 
and election of the clergy were not always ac- 
quieſced in by the metropolitan and provincial 
biſhops; who, and particularly the metropolitan, 
finally appointed to the vacant Sees; for as Pope 
Celeſtin I. remarked, + © The people ought to be 
1 directed, not followed; and it is our duty, when 
they are ignorant of what they ſhould or ſhould 
« not do, to adviſe them, and not to agree with 
« them.“ 

In the beginning, all the people being few, were 
preſent at theſe elections: afterwards, to prevent 
confuſion and diſorder, the principal and moſt ſen- 
ſible only, aſſiſted at them $. The people in either 
| Caſe never concurred in the election, except by force, | 

and contrary to the canons.— The choice made by 
the clergy in preſence of the people was by preli- 
minary to the final and real appointment of a bi- 
ſhop; which was reſerved to the biſhops of the 
province, and principally to the metropolitan; who 
frequently rejected the perſon choſen by the "= 
before the people, as unfit b. 


* Ep. 68. p. 114. edit. Paris, Ibid, pag. 113. + Ep. 5. ad 
Epiſcop. Apul. & Calab, S. Celeſtin died in 449, f Vide Bellarm, 
de Clericis lib. 1. cap. 5. ed. Ven. De Marca. Concord. Sac. & Imp. 
lib. 8. cap. 2. Thomaſs. vet. et nov. diſc, lib. 2. cap. 1. Sixtus Senen. 
id. 3. Bibl. $ Concil- Nic. Can. 4. Tom. 3, Col, Labb. item | 
Devoti Iuſtit, Can, Tom. 1. Titulo v. 
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When the Metropolitans . Aidan. 
bances at an approaching elettion, they frequently 
deputed a biſhop in quality of viſitor to the clergy 
and laity of the vacant See, with a commiſſion to 
pacify and unite them. In theſe caſes, the clergy 
did not proceed to an election, but preferred a re- 
commendation or petition in favour of ſome one, 
ſigned by them and the people, to the viſitor: 
| which, after he had confirmed it by a written ſen- 
tence or decree, was preſented to the Metropolitan, 
who had always the principal ſhare in theſe. appoint- 
ments; and who after conſulting with the biſhops of 
his province, ratified or laid aſide the recommends. - 
tion, as he thought moſt adviſeable for the ſervice 
and good of the church. This appeears from the 
letters of Pope S. Gregory the great“. Several 
forms of theſe decrees are preſerved by Baluze t. 
After the religion of Chriſt had been embraced by 
entire provinces and kingdoms, the former diſci- 
pline, as to the appointment of biſhops, became im- 
practicable. The multiplication of Chriſtians was not 
always accompanied with the zeal and fervour of 
primitive times: too many were influenced by a 
ſpirit of party, and became faftious—the meetings 
appointed to recommend biſhops were tumultuous, 
and often ſanguinary : under the pretext of pre- 
ſerving peace; magiſtrates and governors aſſiſled 
at them with ſoldiers, to forward their private in- 
tereſted views. | 
| To prevent thoſe enormities in future the right of 
elefting biſhops was confined to the cathedral chap- 


*- Praſertim lib, 1,6 et 13. Epiſt. Edit, Paris, 1705, + For- 
mul, * Epiſ: Lit. — 
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ters of prebendaries in the twelfth century. This 
diſcipline is expreſsly ſanctioned by the decretals of 
Gregory IX. who died in the 1241 *. This regu- 
lation leſſened, but did not entirely remove the 
diſorders. Partizans forcibly attended at the &lec- 
tions with arms, and frequently prevented them by 
riot and bloodſhed.— The canon law is filled with 
recitals of the feuds and diſſentions occaſioned by 
them—Leo X. alſo mentions ſome in his confirma- 
tion of an agreement between him and Francis I. of 
France + Thomaſlinus likewiſe relates ſeveral in- 
ſtances of ſuch factious proceedings, particularly in 
France; { where many chapters were deprived of 
their privileges to elect q. Pope innocent IV, about 
| the middle of the thirteenth century refuſed to 
reſtore it to the canons or prebendaries of Rheims, 
" leſt,” as he ſays in his letter to them, © ye ſhould 
„by again abuſing our apoſtolical permiſſion rend 
« aſunder the See of Rheims.” || A legate of Adrian 
V. who preſided at an election of the See of Beziers 
in 1276, excommunicated the factious authors of 
great riots and atrocities on the occaſion; and ob- 
ſerves, that in many places the elections had been 
efectually prevented by the multitude of people afſembled, 
and encouraged by the children of iniquity. 1 This is 


mentioned in a canon of that Synod, which alſs de- 


nounces other puniſhments againſt the guilty, ## 
Theſe puniſhments were renewed in a Synod at 
Auch in Gaſcony, aſſembled in the year 1279 tf. 


» Decret, Tit. de electione. Vide Devoti ibid. + See page 85. 


: Thom. a. lib, 2: cap. 33. 4 Ibid. || Ibid, 1 Apud, Labb. 
Col. Concil, » Ibid, ++ Ibid. | 
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At length, Clement V.“ and Benedict X11. + 
in the fourteenth century reſerved the election 
of biſhops in ſeveral cathedral churches to the 


 apoſtolical See. This reſervation became uni- 


verſal ſhortly after, on account of the abuſes which 


generally prevailed in the capitular elections; but 


was afterwards modified by concordates, or agree- 
ments, whereby the privilege of nominating, pre- 
ſenting, or poſtulating to vacant Sees, was granted 
by the Popes to ſovereign princes, as protectors and 
benefactors of the church. 

The agreement between Denis king of Portugal 
and the clergy of that kingdon, in 1289, confirmed 
by Pope Nicholas IV ; is the firſt we read of. It 
was followed by another between Nicholas V. and 
the German nation in 1448, reſtoring the privilege 
of election to the chapters, and preſerving the right 
of confirmation and inſtitution to the holy See. 
By the concordate between Leo X. and Francis I. 
of France at Bologna in Italy, in the year 1515, the 
kings of France were privileged to nominate to the 
vacant Sees in their dominions, under conditions 


uſually ſtipulated in all ſimilar agreements. The 


perſons propoſed muſt be graduates in theology or 
canon law, of a certain age, and of exemplary con- 
duct. When a vacancy occurs, three are propoſed 
by the king. On receving the royal preſentation 
or nomination, eccleſiaſtical commiſſaries are ap- 
pointed by the Pope to examine whether the per- 


ſons thus named are qualified. If the report of the 


* Extravag. Etſi in temp. de præ bend. inter communes. 
+ Extrvag ad regimen codem titulo. 


commiſſaries 
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commiſſaries be favourable, he fixes on one, com- 
monly the firſt of the three named by the king. 
He propoſes him afterwaads in conſitory, and if no 
ſolid objection be made by the cardinals, the perſon 


thus named and choſen is appointed biſhop by letters 


patent ſtiled Bulla, empowering him to exerciſe 
_ eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction in the vacant See, accord- 
ing to the canons, &c. &c. The kings of Hungary, | 
Spain, and other Catholic princes are privileged 1 in 
like manner. 

The privileges granted to Catholic coined 

as protectors and benefactors of the church, inſtead 
of derogating from the right of the Pope, inherent 
to his ſpiritual and eccleſiaſtical primacy, to grant 
juriſdiction by canonical inflitution; are a decided 
acknowledgment of it. 

Since theſe privileges were granted, the Popes 
bave conſtantly exerted their excluſive right of 
inſtitution, and frequently refuſed it to eccleſiaſtics 
nominated to vacant Sees by privileged princes, in 
caſes where ſuch eccleſiaſtics were judged unworthy 
or unqualified; or for other reaſons, Even modern 
hiſtory furniſhes examples of this kind. Innocent Xl. 
at the end of the laſt century, perſiſted in his refuſal 
to acquieſce in the nomination of thirty perſons to 
vacant Sees in France, notwithſtanding the earneſt 
ſolicitations of Louis XIV. nor did Innocent XII. 
agree to the promotion of theſe eccleſiaſtics, till after 
they had removed ſuſpicions of their principles, 
formed at Rome; and acknowledged their cano- 
nical obedience to the holy See by letters to his 
Holineſs. The preſent Pope Pius VI. refuſed dur- 

9 5 ing 
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ing a late ſerious difference with the court of Naples, 
to grant inſtitution to any of the eecleſiaſties nomi- 
nated to vacant Sees by his Sicilian majeſty : when 
this difference was accommodated, there were more 
than forty Sees without biſhops in the two Sicilies. 
Neither Lewis XIV. nor his Sicilian majeſty, nor 
other Catholic princes in their ſituation, conceived 
their rights invaded by theſe” or ſimilar refuſals, 
They never pleaded or claimed a right to inveſt 
| biſhops with any thing more than revenues, privi- 
leges, honors, and other temporalities generally an- 
nexed to the epiſcopal dignity in Catholic ſtates. 
The patronage of the Roman Catholic hierarchy 
es ſuch, is not then, as Mr. Sheridan aſſerts, à tem- 
poral power to all intents and purpoſes in this, or any 
other country: as conferring canonical juriſdiction, 
it is entirely ſpiritual and eccleſiaſtical: it is of a 
ſuperior order, and perſectly independent of the 
right enjoyed by ſpecial privilege of the church, to 
nominate or preſent to biſhopricks and reRtories; 
on certain ſtipulated conditions; and not otherwiſe, * 
The church being independent of the ſtate in all 
matters purely eccleſiaſtical, is paramount in the re- 
gulation of her diſcipline; which has varied by her 
authority, according as circumftances required, The 

different modes obſerved in the eleftion and ap- 
pointment of biſhops were ſanctioned by it; and all 
prove, that declared communion with the See of 
Rome was conſidered ſo indiſpenſibly neceſſary to 
exerciſe the epiſcopal miniſtry in a canonical man- 
ner, that no one was acknowledyed as biſhop who 


* Scc above P+ 86, et leq. 


did 
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did not enjoy it; nor was it lawful, as St. Augafiia : 
remarks, for any biſhop to write to another prelate 
till that communion was announced by the apoſtolic . 
See *; in conſequence of letters ſtiled formed or 
communicatory, addreſſed by the biſhop ele& or by 
his metropolitan, to the biſhop of Rome. By means 
of theſe communicatory letters biſhops were, as St. 
Optatus mentions + aſſociated with the ſucceſſor of 
St. Peter, and diſtinguiſhed ſrom heretical and ſchiſ- 
matical prelates f. The emperor Juſtinian declares, 
% that he will never ſuffer what concerns the church 
to be determined, without referring it to the 
„Pope, as he is the head of all the moſt holy prieſts 
of God, 5 All the primitive fathers ſpeak in like 
manner ||. The authority exerciſed by ancient me» 
tropolitans in confirming or rejecting the election of 
a biſhop made by the clergy in preſence of the peo- 
ple, was not founded on any inherent or divine 
right, It derived entirely, as does every other exet- 
ciſe of metropolitical jurifdiftion preciſely ſuch, from 
the church; and was regulated by her diſcipline, 
Which is changeable, and has been changed by her 
authority only, The inſtitution of metropolitans 
originated, probably, in the practice of the apoſtles, 
who committed the care of all the churches in the 


. ® Lib, g. contra Creſe. cap. 34. Tom. g. edit. Ant. 1700. 
+ S Opt. Milev. lib. 2. contra Donatiſt, cap. g, et ſeq. De formatis 
vide Dupminum in eodem loco Optati. f 8 Opt. Milev. ibid. 
& « Nec enim patimur, ut quidquam eorum, quæ ad eccleſiz ſtatum 
ſpectant, non ad ejuſdem etiam Beatitudinem referatur, cum ea Ca- 
put fit omnium ſanctiſſimorum Dei Sacerdotum,” Juſt. Imp. in Eqz 
ad 4 Epiphanium Conſtantinop. Vide Cod. lib, 1, Tit. 1, lege 7. 
il Paſſim. Vide ſupra, pag. gt, et ſeq. Confei Mamacchium, Tex | 
Piſtum Alcthinum Ep. iii. 
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iſland of Crete to Titus, and of all thoſe in Aſia to 
Timothy *. The {piritul and eccleſiaſtical juriſdic- 
tion of the biſhop of Rome as ſucceſſor to St. Peter 
is not limited to any province or kingdom: it ex- 
tends by divine right to the chriſtian church in 
general, and to every particular See in Chriſten, 
dom. + Hence the canons eſtabliſh that the care of 
all churches or ſees belongs to him . This autho- 
rity was exerciſed in different ways during the 
earlier ages of the church with reſpett to the ap- 
pointment of biſhops Metropolitans, ſo called from 
the metropolis of a province where they reſided, 
were eſtabliſhed before the firſt general council 
at Nice in the year 323, as they are mentioned in 
the ſixth and ſeventh canons thereof : their autho- 
rity in a province was not eſtabliſhed, till their com- 
munion with the See of Rome was acknowledged 
by formed or communicatory letters from thence. || 
Sometimes, this communion, authority and juriſ- 
diction were authenticated by the tranſmiſſion of 
the Pall: at other times, the metropolitans and bi- 
ſhops of conſiderable Sees, were conſirmed by le- 
gates or vicars of the holy See in different pro- 
vinces. The biſhops of Theſſalonica were vicars of 


| the apoſtolic See in Macedon, Achaia, &c.—thoſe 


of Atiles, of Seville, and frequently of Conſtanti— 
nople, had the ſame authority in Gaul, in Spain, 


* Vide Chryſoſt. hom. 2. in Tit. et in 1 Timoth, Euſeb, Hiſt, 
Eccleſ, Ib. g. + Sce above p. g1, et ſeq. _ f Confer, Concil, 


Trident. Seſſ. 24, deReform, + Vide Uſſerium de orig. Epiſcop. 


et Metrop.— item Concil, Antioch. Can. ix. Concil. Taur, Cans 
ii, Concil, Calcedonem. Can, 12. Concil, Trul, Cav, 38. See 
above p. 88, | 


and 
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and a conſiderable part of the Eaſt. There" were 
ſimilar vicars in other places *. Martin I, appointed 
the biſhop of Philadelphia in Aſia his vicar in the 
ſixth century, with inſtrudions * to regulate the 
„ churches in theſe parts with propriety, and ap- 
„point. biſhops in all of them, by the ſpiritual 
„power granted him from the Lord, by himſelf 
« (the Pope) or by the authority of holy Peter, 
Prince of the Apoſtles +.” Pope St, Gelaſius in 
the fifth century, ſpeaking of biſhops, ſays, that it 
was an old eſtabliſhed rule with them, eſpecially 
with the metropolitans /eccleſtarum magiſtri) to 
apply to the chair of Peter immediately after 
their election, © requeſting to receive from thence 
« the moſt firengthening confirmation of their 
« ſolidity and firmneſs; to ſhew thereby to all, that 
« the church of Chriſt is one and indifſoluble every 
« here 2. 

In the fourth age ſome ſhops » were obliged to 
repair to Rome from diſtant parts before their con- 
ſecration, on account of the abuſes which preyailed 


at their elections F. 


* Hiſtorici Eccleſiaſtici et Concilia paſſim. + Ut eccleſias in 
lis partibus decenter ordinaret, et in iis omnibus epiſcopos createt, 
permiſſa ei a Domino per (pontificem) ſive per auctoritatem ſancti, et 
principis Apoſtolorum Petri ſpirituali proteſtate. Epiſt. x, ad Petrum 
Vir, ill. et xi. ad cecl. Hieros, et Antioch, } Sui Sacerdotii 
ſumpta principia - Mittebant, ſuæ inde ſoliditatis graviſſima firmi- 
tatis roboramenta proſcentes Gelas. Epiſt. viii. que tractatus in- 
ſcribitur. Ut ſacrorum electi Præſides, Romam de longinquo 
etiam aliquando venirent ordinandi, ut digni eſſent plebis, ſuoque 
Judicio comprobari. S: Siricius papa Ep. vi. ad diverſos Epiſcopos. 
Tom, 1. Epiſt. Rom, Pont, Edit, Paris 1721, 


N 2 | Pope 
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Pope St. — in —_ third century, not only 
depoſed all the biſhops who had aſſiſted at the con- 
ſecration of Novatian, but likewiſe appointed others, 


and ſent them to occupy the vacant Sees, without 


any oppoſition from St, Cyprian or other Metropo- 


| litans; who all applauded him.“ St. Irenæus in 


the ſecond age eſtabliſhes the ſupremacy of the 
holy See in the moſt unequivocal terms. We have. 
tranſcribed them f. The empepor Theodoſius ſent 
an embaſſy to Pope St. Boniface I. to obtain the 
formed or communicatory letters in favour of Nec- 
tarius Metropolitan elect of Conſtantinople 1. Mar- 
cian made the ſame application to Pope St. Leo the 
Great in favour of Anatolius elefted to that metro- 
polis b. The primitive fathers are unanimous on 
the ſupreme and general juriſdiction exerciſed by the 


| biſhops of Rome, | and e by genera], 


councils in all ages 1. 

This univerſal and ſupreme juriſdiftion of the 
biſhops of Rome in all ſpiritual and eccleſiaſtical 
concerns, has been manifeſted in primitive ages, 
not only by the grant of canonical inſtitutian to the 


8. Cornel. Epiſt. xi. ad Fab. Tom. i. Epiſt. Rom. Pont. Edit. 
Paris, 1921. + See above pp. 337 et ſeq f Clementiſſimæ re- 
cordutionis princeps Theodoſius Nettarii ordinationem, propterea 
quod in noſtra notione non eſſet, habere non exiſtimans firmitatem, 
miſſis a latere ſuo aulic is cum epiſcopis, Formatam huic a Sede apo- 
ſtolica dirigi regulariter depoſcit, qua ejus ſacerdotium robararetur. 


S. Bonifacius I. Epiſt, ad Rufum Theſſal. &c, Tom, 1. Epiſt, Rom. 


Pont. 9 8. Greg. lib. v. Ep. xxi. Tom. viii. || See above p- 
31, et ſeq, 1 Ibid, conſule Mamacchium in Epiſt. ad Juſtinum |, 
Febronium, et eundem in epiſt, ad Eybel, Item, de Pautorite deg 
deux puiſſances peſſim: et Devoti Inſtit, Can. Tom, 1. Edit. Rom. 
9185+ Vide ſupra p. g · in note, & leq, 
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Metropolitans by formed [litera formate) or com- 
municatory letters from them *, by tranſmiſſion of 
the Pall +, by means of vicars in different provin- 
ces t, and otherwiſe as we have remarked { ; but 
likewiſe by the ſuſpenſion, deprivation, and other 
canonical puniſhment of biſhops, inveſted with the 
metropolitical and patriarchal dignity, in all parts of 
the world. The ſame authority bas been conſtantly 
exerciſed in the erection, ſuppreſſion, and union of 
Sees; in the elevation of them to the metropolitical, 
primatial, and patriarchal dignity and juriſdiction; 
in the tranſlation of biſhops, and in a variety of 
other inſtances unneceſſary to mention. They arp 
detailed by the ancient fathers, by general and other 
councils, by our canons, and in the hiſtory of the 
church. Under the different modes or forms of 
eleQing or appointing biſhops in ancient or modern 
times, and adopted by authority of the church; 
communion with the holy See was conſidered as of 
indifpenſible neceſſity. 

Hence it is, that Roman Catholic biſhops of 
every rank ſtyle themſelves in their public acts 
Biſhops by favour, or grace, or authority, of the holy 
apoſtolical See. This form has been general theſe 
many centuries paſt, eſpecially in all the weſtern 
churches. St. Leo the Great, alludes to it in a 


* See above p. 88, The communicatory letters from the biſhops 
to the holy See were likewiſe called formate, f Sce above p. 56, 
| | Ibid. & Ibid, & ſeq, || Paſſim, See above p. 31 et ſeq. 
IN. N. Miſeratione divina; & S. Sedis Apoſtolice Gratia Epiſco- 
pus vel Archiepiſcapus, &c. The French biſhops frequently write, 
et S. Sedis Apoſtolicæ Audoritate, which is ſtill ſtronger than Gratia. 
Some biſhops ſay, ** Dei et S. Sedis] Apoſtolicee Gratia.“ Vide 
Mamaechium loc. cit. & Zacchaziam Dill, Lat, Hiſt, Tom, ii. Ful - 

- giniz 1781. 
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letter to the emperor Marcian of the the year 452, 
concerning Anatolius who had been placed in the 
See of Conſtantinople, in theſe words, He, (Ana- 
& tolius) ſhould take care not to diſturb by the de- 
« pravity of any deſire, what it is known he has 
„obtained by our kindneſs, or by our favor, or 


grace.“ According to the preſent diſcipline 


ſanftioned by the practice of many centuries, au- 
thorized by general councils, and confirmed by the 
different concordates or agreements, whereby Ca- 
tholic princes as protectors and benefattors of the 
church are privileged to preſent or nominate to 
biſhopricks under certain conditions + ; * the metro- 
« politans cannot confer eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction 
« (on their ſuffragan biſhoþs) in any manner: 
« whatever power they anciently enjoyed in that 
« reſpeQ, is now exerciſed exclufively by the apo- 
© ftolical See, from which it originally proceeded. f” 
The council of Trent exprelsly declares “ that the 
« biſhop of Rome, from the duty of his office, 1s to 
« appoint paltors for every See :“ wherefore, there 


* Cuſtodite debuit (Anatolius) ut quod *© noftro beneficio 


(ſeu) Gratia noſtra.“ u e ce dir , noſcitur conſequutus, nul- 
lius cupicitatis pravitate turbaret, S. Leo, Ep. 79. cap. a, et Epiſt. 
80. ibid, necnon Epiſt. 82, ad Julianum Epiſcopum Coenſem, 
+ See above p. 86, et ſeq, f Hæc porro juriſdictionis conferendæ 
proteſtas ex nova diſciplina a pluribus ſæculis jam recepta, a conciliis 
generalibus, et ab ipſis concordatis confirmata, ne ad Metropolitanos 
quidem poteſt ullo modo attinere, utpote quæ illuc reverſa, unde dif- 
ceſſerat, unice. reſidet penes apoſtolicum Sedem.-----Pius VI. Epiſt. 
ſub die 13 Aprilis 2791, ad Clerum et populum Gallicanum, 
& & R Romanus Pontifex ex muneris ſui officio Paſtores ſingulis Eccle- 
iis preficiant,” . Concil. Trident, Scil, 24. cap. 1 de Reſorm. 
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can be no lawful] conſecration of a biſhop, at leaſt in 
the Latin church, without an injundtion from the 
apoſtolical See; nor any canonical miſſion 88 
from eccleſiaſtical authority. 

The great Boſſuett, who is juſtly vl as one 
of the moſt illuſtrious biſhops of the church of 
France, and who cannot be ſuſpected of flattery, thus 
expreſſes himſelf on this ſubject: Rome pre- 
« deſtined to be the chief ſeat of religion, ſhould be 
« on that account the fit ſee of St. Peter; where. 
« fore, the eternal chair of Peter has been eftabliſh- 
« ed and fixed in Rome: it is that Roman church 
« which being taught by St. Peter and his ſucceſſors, 
« js unacquainted with hereſy. ... Thus the Ro- 
„man church is always a virgin, and the Roman 
faith has been always the faith of the church. We 
« ſteadfaſtly believe what has been always believed, 
« the ſame voice is heard every where; and Peter 
 « reſides in his ſucceſſors, the foundation of the 
« faithful. It is Jeſus Chriſt who has ſaid, Heaven 
« and earth ſhall paſs away, but my words ſhall not 
« paſs away.” 

St. Bernard who ſpoke with ſuch freedom to 
| Popes, expreſſes himſelf on the prerogative of the 
Holy See, reſpecting the appointment of biſhops in 
the following terms: The plenitude of power 
« over all the churches in the univerſe, by a ſingular 


Si quis dixerit eos qui nec ab eccleſiaſtica et canonica poteſ- 
tate rite ordinati, nec miſſi ſunt, ſed aliunde veniunt, legitimos eſſe 
verbi et ſacramentorum miniſtros, anathema fit, Ibid, Sell xxiii. 


Can vii, + Boſſuet, ſerm. ſur Vunitedel'egliſe, 


« privilege, 
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* privilege, is given to the apoſtolic See. This See 
can eretnew biſhopricks where none have exiſted 
before, if it judges it to be for the general good. 


2 Amongſt thoſe which exiſt at preſent, it can de- 


« preſs ſome and raile others, It can appoint biſhops 

to be archbiſhops, and vice ver/a, if there appears 
« aneceſſity for doing ſo“ .“ Thomaſſinus derives 
the privileges of metropolitans who confirmed the 
biſhops of their provinces, from St. Peter and his 
ſucceſſors ; and he obſerves, that when the apoſtles, 


and chiefly the Prince of the apoſtles, created metro 


politan Sees, they did not diveſt themſelves of their 
right over theſe or the inferior biſhoprics: He ſays, 
« Again and again muſt we inculcate, that the au- 
e thority of certain btſhops over other biſhops, who 
are equally ſucceſſors of the apoſtles, ariſes from 
* the imitation and the exertion of that prerogative, 
« which Chriſt conferred on St. Peter in placing 
« him over the other apoſtlest. 

The patronage then of the Catholic hierarchy, 
preciſely ſuch as would confer ſpiritual and eccleſiaſ- 
tical juriſdiftion by canonical inſtitution, is not, ne- 


ver was, nor cannot be, on Catholic principles, a 


temporal power, The nomination, preſentation, or | 
poltulation of princes to vacant Sees, granted by 
ſpecial privilege of the church, is temporal; becauſe 
it qualifies the eccleſiaſtic who is nominated, after 
receiving canonical inſtitution: from the church, to 
enjoy the revenues, civil honors, and- immunities 


8. Bernard, Ep 131 ad Mediol. + Thomal, cap Þ, art 7. Con- 


ſer Nat. Alex, ſec 8, cap g. Hook, vol g See allo Milner's Divine 


Right of Epiſcopacy, London, 2791, 


25 uſually 
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aſually annexed by the laws of the ſtate to the epiſ- 
copal miniſtry in every Catholic country. The 
prince by his nomination creates a baron. All the 
ſovereigns of the earth cannot, on Catholic princi- 
ples, inſtitute one biſhop by conferring eccleſiaſtical 
juriſdiction. The church alone, through the medium 
of her hierarchy, of which the Pope, as ſucceſſor of 
St. Peter, is the head, exerciſes that power not only 
in Ireland, as Mr. Sheridan aſſerts“, but in all parts 
of the Catholic world ; from China to America, in 
England, in Scotland, in Holland, in the Lutheran 
States of Germany, in the Zuinglian Cantons of 
Switzerland, in Ruſſia, in Sweden, in Denmark, in 
Africa. In all kingdoms where the Catholicreligion 
is not the religion of the ſtate, the reſpective princes 
do not confer any eſtates or temporalities, and on 
that account, do not interfere in the appointment of 
Catholic biſhops, who are elected and inſtituted by 
the Pope himſelf, generally at the recommendation 
of other biſhops, and of the moſt fern pectable amongſt 
the clergy in each diſtrict. Theſe biſhops having in 
general no Sees in the reſpective provinces, are not 
ordinaries; but govern the flock as Vicars apoſto- 
lic, particularly in the Weſtern Churcht. Ire- 
land is a ſingular exception to this diſcipline. The 
Roman Catholic hierarchy has been preſeryed in it 
by a regular ſucceſſion of prelates in the ſeveral Sees, 
| where they aft as ordinaries. On a vacancy, the 
biſhops of the province and dioceſan clergy, who 


® Pnge 254 of the Eſſay. + 8ee aboye, page 51, in note. | 
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are beſt qualified to judge of a proper ſucceſſor, re- 
commend one or more to the Holy See, This re- 
commendation, when unanimous, is eſfectual. There 
is no example of the contrary. Should the biſhops 
be divided in opinion, which ſeldom happens, that 


| perſon is appointed who appears che moſt eligible, 


Ou ever; vacancy the Pope demands the advice of 
the S. Congregation of Cardinals, which ſuperintends 
the eccleſiaſtical concerns of theſe Kingdoms, and af- 
ter mature deliberatzon with them, names and inſti» 
tutes the biſhop. | 
Such is the very unexceptionable mode of ap- 
pointing the Iriſh Roman Catholic biſhops, whoſe 
uniform loyalty and zealous exertions in promoting 
good order, have eminently contributed to preſerve 
the peace, and advance the proſperity of Ireland. 
Many of them, and of the Roman Catholic clergy 
in general, ſecular and regular, were publicly exe- 
cuted, and aſſaſſinated during the uſurpation of 
Cromwell for their adherence to monarchy and the 


conſtitution. On the ſame principles of allegiance, 


they conceived themſelves bound to ſupport James 
II. in Ireland; nor has one of the Iriſh Catholic bi- 
ſhops been ever charged with diſſoyalty or diſaffec- 
tion to the illuſtrious houſe of Brunſwick, Theſe 
incontrovertible fats demonſtrate the purity of their 


civil principles: Away then with the phantoms of 


alarm and danger from the Pope's appointment of 
biſhops ; ſo often and ſo confidently repeated, to keep 


prejudices alive againſt an innocent and loyal 
people. | 


What 
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What we | have ſaid “ of the Pope's ſupremacy, 
and of the conſequent neceſſity of communion with 
the See of Rome, to acquire canonical inſtitution 
in the Catholic church, is more than ſufficient to 
prove, that we as Catholics, cannot conſcientiouſly 
abjure the ecclefe/tical authority of the biſhop of 
Rome. He is guardian of the general canons, and 
can alone diſpenſe in them, proprio jure, or by inhe- 
rent right. Others enjoy that power by delegation 
from him, The erection, ſuppreſſion, and union of 
biſhopricks, and other particular benefices: the ele- 
vation of Sees to the metropolitical dignity, and ju- 
riſdiction: the inſtitution of general faſts and holi- 
days, and diſpenſations from their obſervance : the 
regulation and inſpection of our liturgy ; appeals 
from interior eccleſiaſtical courts to his ſupreme tri- 
bunal, the ſuſpenſion and reſtoration of biſhops, and 
numberleſs other particulars of our general church 

_ diſcipline mentioned in the canons, depend on the 
Pope, as on our eccleſiaſtical ſuperior, and are con- 
nedied with his primacy and juriſdigtion in the uni- 
verſal church. The new teſt propoſed by Mr. Sheri- 
danf, is not therefore admiſſible on Catholic prinei- 
ples. As well might Catholics take the oath of ſu- | 
premacy required by act of parliament, and qualify 
themſelves at once for the honors and offices of the 
ſtate, by declaring, © that the king's highneſs is the 
« only ſupreme governor of this realm, as well in 
all ſpiritual or eccle/ra/tical things or cauſes, as tem- 


? Vide ſupra paſſim. + Eſſay, etc, page 133. 
O 2 5 1 poral. 
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« poral*,” Catholics have conſtantly refuſed to make 
this declaration. Many of them in theſe kingdoms, 
after the example of Sir Thomas More, biſhop Fiſher, 


and others, have forfeited their lives, rather than ab- 


jure their principles by taking that oath. Henry 
the VIII. of England, was the firſt chriſtian prince 
that aſſumed eccleſiaſlical ſupremacy, and commanded 
an enſlaved parliament to enatt it as a law of the 


ſtate t. The Catholics conſider it an uſurpation, and 


on Catholic principles, deny the competency of any 
lay power or tribunal whatever to regulate their ec- 
clefiaſtical diſcipline, while they conſcientiouſly re- 
ſpect the ſovereign power in all temporal and civil 
concerns}, 5 
Their principles and conduct are perfectly con- 
ſiſtent with the declaration lately made by them{; 
not to exerciſe the elettive franchiſe to diſturb and 
weaken the eſtabliſhment of the Proteſtant religion, or 
Proteſiant government in this country. Catholics do 
not conſider the civil eſtabliſhment of religion by 
the ſtate, as neceſſary for the propagation or preſerva- 
tion of it, Chriſtianity was preached and propagated 
in the firſt centuries, not only without ſuch aſſiſtance, 
but in direct oppoſition to all the powers of the 
earth, At this day, proteſtantiſm is the eſtabliſhed 
ſtate religion in Ireland; the Catholic religion is that 
of the Iriſh people. The church of Chriſt is ſup- 
ported by his aſſiſtance, which he has promiſed to 


See the form of ordering Deacons, Prieſts, and Biſhops, which 
preſcribes the oath of ſupremacy, Dublin, Ed 1767, by Grierſon. 
+ See above, page27. I Ibid page 27, et ſeq, 4 Declaration of 
Iriſh Catholics, dated 15th March, 1792, | : 
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the end of time. The Catholics of Ireland will not 
diſturb and weaken the Proteſtant church eſtabliſh- 
ment, nor invade the property, honors, and privi- 
leges of the Proteſtant clergy, confirmed to them 
by ſtatute law : neither will they diſturb and weaken 
the Proteſtant government in this country. Whe- 
ther in proſperity or adverſity, they think it a duty 
to reſpect the conſtituted powers; and will-conti- 
nue their allegiance to a Proteſtant king, and obe- 
dience to Proteſtant governors of every kind, ap- 
pointed by law to rule over them. Their loyalty 
and good conduct entitle them to the protection of a 
chriſtian ſtate, 

Mr. Sheridan declares that * he is no. friend to 
teſts which go to articles of religious faith®,” We 
beg leave to repeat, that the teſt propoſed by him is, 
on Catholic principles, a religious one going to artl- 
cles of faith, and not reconcileable with themt. 

We are unwilling to ſuſpect Mr. Sheridan of ma- 
levolence towards any deſcription of people; but 
cannot acquit him of prejudice againſt Catholics, 
or ignorance of their real principles. What elſe 
could have induced him to hazard ſo many ground- 
leſs aſſertions in a dozen pages}? This ignorance 
of our genuine religious principles is lamentable; 
as it is often the cauſe of miſtepreſentation without 

any evil intention: we have had occaſion to remark 
this in ſome publications of Proteſtants friendly to 
Iriſh Catholics; and from patriotic motives, the 


* Eſſay, &c. page 132. + Sce abpve, page 97. f From page 
122 of the Eſſay, &c. | 
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avowed advocates of their emancipation, This ig- 
norance is excuſable in many Proteſtants, and others 
not in communion with the See of Rome. In ge- 
neral, they are only acquainted with our religious te- 
nets from the aſſerted ſuperſtition and terrors of po- 
pery repeated inthe nurſery, and re-echoed in cate- 
chiſms calculated to excite prejudices againſt Catho- 
lics, rather than inculcate the truths of religionf. 
| Theſe prejudices are foſtered by anniverſary ſer. 
mons, by reviews, diftionaries, tours, travels, gazet- 
teers, magazines, and other trifling publications, 
detailing the enormities of blood-thirſty Papiſts, 
and ridiculing the myſteries, and miniſters of the 
Catholic religion. There are many readers, but few 
reaſoners in this age of boaſted illumination and ex- 


aggerated knowledge. Under. theſe circumſtances, 


it is not at all ſurpriſing that ſome liberal Proteſtants 
retain a degree of prejudice againſt Catholics, of 
that others better informed, and advocates for Ca- | 
tholic emancipation, appear ignorant of our reli. 
gious principles in their well-intended publications, 

This apology cannot be made for a Catholic, who 
_ forgetful of his catechiſm or indifferent about all re- 
ligions, injures that which he ſeemingly profeſſes, 
by ridiculing its doctrines or diſcipline, and retailing 
calumny againſt the viſitle head, and other miniſters 
of the Catholic church, in his converſation, or by 
anonymous publications, We wiſh that Proteſtants 
and others may judge of our religious and civil prin- 
eiples by our catechiſm, by our books of devotion 


+ See Dr, Butler's Juſtification, and O'Leary's Defence, 
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our biſhops, by the dogmatical conſtitutions of Popes, 
by the dottrinal deciſions of our general councils, 
and by our uniform conduct. It is in this manner, 
that Catholics are taught to judge .of the peculiar 
and diſcriminating doctrines of every chriſtian de- 
nomination not in communion with the See of 
Rome, and centre of Catholic unity; and not from 
the private unauthorized opinions of individuals; 


much leſs, from their particular conduct on any oc- 
caſion. The Catholics of this kingdom have con- 
firmed their conſcientious duty to his majeſty and 


ſucceſſors on the throne, by a ſolemn oath abjuring 


every tenet imputed to them, which can afford any 


uneaſineſs to the moſt ſuſpicious Proteſtant. When 
the Catholics of England were lately divided on the 


| lawfulneſs of an oath propoſed to them, the Britiſh 


legiſlature diſdaining to embarraſs them, decreed 
with equal magnanimity and judgment, that the oath 
already taken by the Catholic clergy and laity of 
Ireland, ſhould be ſubſtituted in place of all others, 
and be conſidered as fully ſufficient“. We flatter 
ourſelves that our own legiſlature will continue ta 
conſider that oath framed by themſelves, and taken 
by the Catholics of Ireland, and lately by their bre- 


thren in England, in the ſame light. 
Me cannot take leave of Mr. Sheridan a 


noticing another inſtance of his diſlike of the Iriſh 


Catholic clergy, and of his endeavours to ſeparate 
the laity of their communion from them; on à pre- 


See the Caſe ſtated, by F. Plowdes, Eſq 
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ſutnption that the flock believe differently from their 
ſnepherds and paſtors. He gives great credit to the 
Catholic laity for ſigning the ninth article of their 
declaration, and aſſerts that they have thereby ab- 
jured tenets taught by their prieſthood and hierarchy®, 
An incautious or uninformed reader muſt neceſſarily 
conclude from this aſſertion, that the declaration was 
publiſhed without the approbation of the clergy, 
This is not the fact. The declaration was reſpe&- 
fully ſubmitted to their conſideration by the Catho- 
lic committee, nor was it publiſhed till after the 
clergy of Dublin had generally approved and ſigned 
it, as containing nothing contrary to the articles of 
Catholic faith. It was afterwards ſubſcribed by bi- 
ſhops and clergy in every part of the kingdom in 
ſimilar terms. 

The Catholic laity of Ireland reſye their Clergy, 
and conſider it a duty to be regulated by their deter- 
minations on all points of religious doctrine. They 
are attached to their paſtors and ſpiritual guides, 
who love them as their children in Chriſt. Clergy 
and Laity are united by the moſt tender and inte- 
reſting conſiderations. Every effort to diſſolve this 
union muſt prove ineffeftual, Intereſt and duty 
combine to render it indiſſoluble. In adverſity or 
proſperity, they muſt riſe or fall together. 

If the old calumnies againſt the Pope and autho- 
rity of the church, againſt the hierarchy and ſome 
parts of our general eccleſiaſtical diſcipline, had not 
been revived at a time purely critical; when a bare 


* See Iſay, c. page 190. * 
uf. 
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ſuſpicion of diſloyalty, or of any doctrine inimical 


to civil liberty and ſociety in our clergy, might juſtly 


indiſpoſe the legiſlature againſt us, and defeat our 
expettations of emancipation from the penal laws; 
we would have remained filent on theſe particulars. 
We have not diſcuſſed them with a view to excite 
religious controverſy, but merely to repel the recent 
attacks made on ſome of our religious principles, 


We wiſh only to preſerve our reputation unſullied, 


and ſincerely proteſt againſt animoſity towards any 


claſs or deſcription of chriſtians not in religiouscom- 
munion with us: it is our preciſe duty as chriſtians 
to love all mankind of every religion and country. 
We do not mean to offend any one. By aſſerting 
and explaining ſuch of our tenets as have been aſſail- 


ed and cenſured, we do not forget the reſpect we 


owe to the aſſailants; and hope they will acquit us, 


as we do them, of malevolence or evil intention of 


any kind. Ignorance of our real principles, preju- 
dices of education, ſtrengthened by worldly conſide- 
rations, operate powerfully on the beſt, and moſt in- 
genuous minds. To one or another of theſe, or to 
all of them, we may aſcribe the calumnies and oblo- 


quy ſo often repeated againſt us. The primitive 


chriſtians experienced them in like manner. Many 


ancient fathers remark, that if their principles and 
conduct were ſuch as the Pagans and Heretics de- 
ſcribed them, they ſhould not be ſuffered to exiſt*, 
We can with equal confidence declare, that did we 
hold the monſtrous doftrines imputed to us, (we 


* Paſim, 
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have abjured them,) inſtead of enjoying the juſt 
right of good citizens, we ought to be exterminated 
from the earth, or condemned as convicts to perpe- 


tual lavery in Botany Bay, aid other remote uncul- 


tivated regions; and thus deprived, as the outcaſts - 


of ſociety, of any intercourſe with the civilized, or 


the boneſt part of mankind. 


Every one acquainted with our religious princi- 
ples muſt acknowledge, that they are of all others the 
beſt calculated to inſpire a reverence for conſlituted 
authorities, and obedience to the laws. We have 
obſerved, that Iriſh Roman Catholics in particular 
have, after the example of the primitive chriſtians, 
made extraordinary ſacrifices to their religion and 
loyalty*. Their union with the Holy See as the 
centre of Catholic unity, renders them one family 


with all the Catholics of the world; and equally 


preſerves them from rebellion and ſchiſm. * O Ro- 
« man Church, O holy city, exclaimed the pathetic 
% and amiable Fenelon, O dear and common coun- 
« try of all chriſtians! In Chriſt there is neither 
* Greek nor Scythian; in thy boſom all nations 
« melt into one, all are fellow citizens of Rome, 
« and every Catholic is a Roman, O let not the 
children of the common mother conſider her a 
* flep-dame, let them not harbour vain jealouſies of 
„her parental, her ſacred authority, &c.“ It has 
been remarked by many, that the power and autho- 
rity of rulers in every ſtate relax and are wea- 


> 


— Kkened, as the canonical authority of the church is 


* Sce above, page 15, 
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violated *, Pretended reformers of religion by re- 
belling againſt the paſtors whom God had placed in 
the church, taught their followers to riſe up alſo 
againſt temporal rulers T. Religion is the parent of 
order, and the firmeſt ſupport of every legal govern- 
ment.—The deiſt on abandoning the ſure guide of 
zevelation begins to reaſon on every thing, then 
doubts. every thing, and at length mocks and re- 

viles not only the moſt ſacred truths of religion, 
but alſo the fundamental and beſt eſtabliſned max+ 
ims of ſociety and government; | boldly con- 
tending that the human mind is not to be fet- 
tered by the authority of either chutch or ſlate. 
Finally, the atheiſt denying the exiſtence of God will 
not acknowledge any law or maſter, The impious 
man who blaſphemes the Deity as a fantaſtical being, 
which the ſuperſtition of mothers and nurſes has 
formed as a ſcare-crow to frighten children, will not 
ſcruple to deſcribe kings and other authorized rulers 
in every ſtate, as ſo many idols, which ſervility and 
flattery have inveſted with power. We have, alas! 
too many fatal proofs of this melancholy truth in 
the writings of modern infidel philoſophers $; and 

in the ſeditious conduct of their diſciples; 

Of all theſe philoſophers Voltaire is the moſt 
dangerous, as his fanciful and licentious works have 
been tranſlated into ſeveral languages. Had he 


goſſuet Hiſt, Var. & alii Hiſtorici complures, + Idem. ibid. 

- The principal are: Hobbes, Spinoſa, Bayle, Voltaire, Rouſ- 

ſeau, Mirabaud, D'Alambert, D'Argens, Diderot, Marmontel, 

Reynal, Mirabeau. Several modern orators have borrowed their 

philippics againſi religion and the Church, from theſe and ſimilar 
apoſtles of infidelity. 

2 known 
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known the juſt value of his talents, and confined 
their activity within proper bounds, without at- 


tempting to explain and fathom myſteries, which he 
fhould have admired and reſpetted as beyond the 
limited comprehenſion of man; he would be deſer- 
vedly ranked amongſt the molt illuſtrious and ſpright. | 


ly poets of his time; inſtead of being handed down 
to poſterity as the avowed champion of infidelity 


and libertiniſm. His writings without the ſolidity 


of argument, are replete with untruths, ſarcaſm and 
error, delivered in the moſt dogmatical and peremp. 
tory language. They are calculated to inſtil the 
poiſon of irreligion and licentiouſneſs, by the har- 
mony of rhyme and elegance of proſe, ſeaſoned with 
ridicule and irony: at times, he deceives by an affec- 
tation of moderation and impartiality. His errors 


and falſities thus diſguiſed, operate inſenſibly, but 


fatally, on the minds of unreflefting youth: they 
excite indifference and doubts, which are rapidly 
ſucceeded by averſion and contempt, not only of the 
miniſters, but of all the dogmas and myſteries of the 
Chriſtian Faith. This is the contagious, and exter- 
minating infection Voltaire has bequeathed in his 
writings ; which have deſtroyed, and continue to 
deſtroy, innumerable incautious readers, by ſapping 
in their minds the very elementary and fundamen- 
tal principles of morality ; with irreparable injury 
to ſociety in general, and domeſtic happineſs, The 
errors, quibbles, and puns of this writer have been 
expoſed and refuted by many able advocates of reli- 
gion and legal authority in church and Rate *: un- 
| 5 happily! 

#* Navotte Les erreurs de Voltaire, Bergier, Cauclat, Lettres de 
| ueſcles 
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bappibed theſe works are little read by thoſe. whe 
have ſucked in the poiſon of irreligion and immora- 
lity from the writings of Voltaire, and who with to 
gratify every paſſion, however foul and brutal, under 
the pleaſing deluſion of impunity in the next life. 
Other infidel and licentious philoſophers, particu- 
larly Rouſſeau, appeal ſometimes to the judgment of 
readers: Vallaire declines that tribunal, and con- 
ſtantly invokes and ſeduces the imagination, which 
operates more efſectually than the reaſoning faculties, 
on the generality of mankind; and too often makes 
an impreſſion apportioned to the violence of our 
paſſions. Every man who admits divine reyelation, 
and is acquainted with the writings of Voltaire, muſt, 
if he reflects as he ought, be convinced of their ma» 
nifeſt hoſtility to the chriſtian religion, and to all con- 
ſtituted authorities in church or ſtate, Is it not then 
as ſurpriſing as it is lamentable, that bis Philo/ophical 
Didtionary, which contains the marrow and ſubſtance 
of all his other writings, and is the moſt dangerous 
of them becauſe adapted to vulgar capacities; is it 
not ſurpriſing, we ſay, that an Engliſh tranſlation of 
that infidel production of Voltaire, ſhould have been 
publiſhed lately in this chriſtian and civilized city, by 
2 chriſtian printer? 

There are features in the character of modern in- 
ſidel philoſophers common to all of them. They ſub- 


ſlitute ſophiſm for argument, and bare aſſertion for 


quelches Fuiſs a Mr, de Voltaire. Catechiſme Philoſophique, Ditbionaire 
Hiſtorique par de Feller, Many others of all nations have written on 
the ſame ſubjekt, particularly the late learned Profeſſor Valſecchi, ot 
P adua. | | - | 


proof, 
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proof. They aſſail the dogmas and miniſters of the 
chriſtian religion with ſarcaſms and ridicule. They 
_ acknowledge no authority but their on. They ex- 
preſs the moſt ſupercilious contempt of the clergy, 
and of all others who undertake the defence of di- 
vine revelation. They outrage the ſovereign autho- 
rity, and the miniſters of it in every ſtate. They 
are enemies to piety, and conſider religious inftitu- 
tions as ſuperſtitious and childiſh; they wiſh to dic- 
tate without being examined, and are extremely pee- 
viſh when contradicted. They flatter the paſſions 
and ſelf-love of man, to render their paradoxes pa- 
latable. They profeſs benevolence, toleration, phi. 


laanthropy, liberality, to enſnare weak minds; but are 


indignant at oppoſition to their ſyſtems, and the 
moſt intolerant and perſecuting of mankind: their 
efforts tend to render man inſenſible of his infirmi- 
ties, and of his dependance on the Deity : they im- 
perceptibly lead to a miſconception of the truth; to 
ignorance, to ſcepticiſm, to a contempt of all autho- 
rity, to an arrogant independence nt, with 
the happineſs and exiſtence of ſociety, TE 
Such, deareſt brethren, are the principles and u- 
niform conduR of theſe proud philoſophers, the ſelf. 
created cenſors-general of mankind; and pretended 
reformers of church and ſlate, Neither prejudice, 
nor bigotry, nor ſuperſtition, with which they ſo in- 
ſolently and frequently charge the profeffors of chrif- 
tianity, and lovers of ſocial order, has furniſhed co- 
lours for the pifture we have exhibited, however de- 
grading to human nature it muſt appear: would to 


God! we could forget the enormities committed, and 
| the 
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the anarchy cauſed by this falſe and deſtructive phi- 
loſophy, more fatal to the peace and real advantage 
of kingdoms, than the ambition of rulers, or hoſtility 
of invaders, Contraſt, we beſeech you, the agitat- 
ing, ſelſiſh ſpirit of theſe philoſophers, their cowar- 
dice at the apprehenſion of death, their diſmay and 
horror in their laſt agonizing moments, their uneaſi- 
neſs and remorſe at having abuſed talents, by blaſ- 
pheming that great and good God who beſtowed 
them; contraſt, we ſay, theſe conſequences of inſi- 
delity, with the conſolation afforded by religion in 
adverſity, with the calm reſignation of good chriſti- 
ans at their approaching diſſolution; and you will be 
forced to acknowledge the excellence of religion, 
and to proclaim aloud-RELIC IO VICISTI! 
Of this great and conſoling truth, we have had a 
recent and illuſtrious proof in the religious and mag- 
nanimous conduct of his late moſt Chriſtian Majeſty 
Louis XVI. whoſe name will be handed down to 
poſterity as a bright ornament of religion and chrif. 
tian philoſophy ; which rendered him far greater in 
his misfortunes, than he, or any of bis royal anceſ- 
tors ever were, amidſt the ſplendor of the moſt bril- 
| liant court in Europe, or in the meridian of their 
greateſt triumphs on earth. The tender ſentiments | 
of piety, of benevolence, of conjugal and parental 
affection, of gratitude, of reſignation, of fortitude, of 
reſpect for the church, of forgiveneſs of his enemies, 
and of other ſublime virtues inſpired by the goſpel, 
which are ſo emphatically expreſſed in his Teſtament 
or laſt Will, ought to ſilence the enemies of chriſtia- 
nity, and engage them to cheriſh its maxims, Not 
L one 


— 
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one of the infidel philoſophers, from Socrates to Mi- 


rabeau, nor all of them together, diſplayed the digni- 
ty of mind, or delivered the ſalutary truths contained 
in the mentioned conciſe and precious monument of 
that chriſtian hero. The ſublime ſimplicity and moſt 
affefling pathos of that evangelical farewell to this 
world, infinitely ſurpaſs all the laboured writings of 
our modern atheiſtical, deiſtical, and irreligious phi- 
loſophers, ſo remarked for their pedantic verboſity, 
aſſectation of erudition, and tinſel eloquence *. 
Neither have theſe cenſorious philoſophers the 
merit of originality. Moſt of their leading maxims 
are borrowed from pagan authors +, who have been 
long ſince refuted by the ancient Fathers, and other 
Chriſtian writers f. Plagiariſin, or literary theft is 
no crime with our modern infidel critics; who are 
only united in their contempt of religion, and hatred 
of conſtituted authorities. Two of them ſeldom a- 
gree in the manner of reducing their impious and 
ſeditious theories to practice. Their efforts to rea- 
lize them are always accompanied with a declaration 
of war againſt the church, and with the horrid con- 
ſequences of anarchy, which neceſſarily follow the 


ſubverſion of authority. 

The French academicians have depoſited all the 
venom of philoſophical poiſon in their circle of ſci- 
ences called the Encyclopedia: every ſcience, hiſtory, 
geography, even grammar and geometry, are render- 


* See Appendix, No, I, + Zpicure, Lucretins, Celſus, and others, 
$ See above, p. 104, in not. alſo Card, Polignac in his Anti Lucre- 
uus. Orig. cont, Celſum. S. The. cont, Gentes, & in Summa, 


* 


— 
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ed ſuſervient to the fanaticiſm of impiety in that 
cumbrous miſcellany, The famous philoſopher Di- 
derot one of the compilers calls it, * a pit into which 
« a kind of rag gatherers throw and jumble an infi. 
« nity of articles ill conſidered, ill digeſted ; good, 
« bad, uncertain, and always incoherent and diſſimi- 
« Jar; a deteſtable ſet of labourers, continues Dide- 
rot, have been employed in it, who knowing no- 
thing, but piqueing themſelves on knowing every 
thing, endeavoured to diſtinguiſh themſelves by a 
« wild univerſality, attempted every thing, embroil. 
ed every thing, ſpoiled every thing, &c.“ If Di- 
derot himſelf and his philoſophical aſſociates Voltarre, 
d'Alembert, Marmontel, &c. had ſat for this picture, 
it could not more faithfully have repreſented their 
principles and manner x. Ab uno diſce omnes. 
Beware then, deareſt brethren, of theſe inſidious 
philoſophers and their ſeducing writings: avoid as a 
peſtilence the company of thoſe who are poiſoned by 
their principles, leſt you ſhould likewiſe become in- 
fefted. The prevailing ſpirit of infidelity, immora- 
lity, and indifference about religion, is the neceſſary 
conſequences of their impious maxims. St. Paul 
warns us againſt the errors of latter times: Know, 


*. ſays this great apoſtle, that in the laſt days ſhall 


— 


Un gouffre ou des eſpeces de Chiſſoniers jetterent pèle me le 
une infinite des choſes mal vues, mal digerres bonnes mauvaiſes, in- 
certaines, & toujours incoherentes & diſparates, &c. on y a employs 
une race deteſtable de travailleurs, qui ne ſachant rien & qui ſe 
piquant de ſavoir tout, chercherent a ſe diſtinguer par une univerſa- 
lite deſeſperante, ſe jetterent ſur tout, brouillerent tout, gàterent 

tout, &. Diderot apud Feller. Dict. Hiſt. in lit, D. edit. Auſ- 
bourg e Liege, 1791. | 

9 Q. « come 
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come dangerous times. Men ſhall become lovers 
« of themſelves, covetous, haughty, proud, blaſ- 
„ phemers, diſobedient to parents, ungrateful, wick- 
« ed, without aſſection, without peace, flanderers, 
« incontinent, unmerciful, without kindneſs. Trai- 
tors, ſtubborn, puffed up, and lovers of pleaſures 
more than of God *.“ | | 

„Beware alſo leſt any man impoſe upon you by 
„ philo/ophy, and vain deceit ; according to the tra- 
dition of men, according to the rudiments of the 
„world, and not according to Chriſt f. We charge 
« you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jeſus 
+ Chriſt, that you withdraw yourſelves from every 
„brother walking diſorderly, and not according to 
« the tradition which they have received : there- 
_ « fore, brethren, ſtand firm, and hold the traditions 
« which you have learned, whether by word, or by 
our epiſtle 5.“ 

We have recently, in conjuttion with ſome of our 
| venerable brethren, expreſſed our conſcientious ab- 
horrence of the outrages committed in ſome counties 
of this kingdom, by malicious or deluded perſons of 
different religious perſuaſions, ſtyling themſelves 
Defenders; but who are in effect the vileſt Offenders, - 
and tranſgreſſors of divine and human laws: we have 
declared ſuch wretched and unthinking Catholics as 
are, or may be concerned in theſe predatory riots, 
unworthy of that appellation, and a diſgrace to chri- 
ſtianity |]. We now repeat the ſame, and conjure 


* 2 Tim. ii. 1, 2, 9, 4+ + Col. ii. 8. + 2 Theſſ. iii. 65. 
did. ii. 4. See Appendix, No. II. 


you 


2 8 | 
DA. TRoy's PASTORAL INSTRUCTION. 115. 


— —— 


— 


you to promote the public peace by every means in 4 
| your power; and to guard againſt the artifices of in- 
 triguing men, deſirous to involve you in tumult and 

ſedition, in order to render our loyalty ſuſpected, 

and our conduct odious to the beſt of kings, and to 
both houſes of parliament. Do not, deareſt bre- 
thren, be ſeduced from your religious and heredi- 
tary loyalty, and reſpe& for the laws; by the ſolici- : 
tations or example of any perſon; for to outrage the | 
laws is always highly criminal. That Catholic muſt 
be fooliſh, or mad, or wicked, or imprudent in the 
extreme, who abets any tendency to ſedition; and 
the more ſo, when the miniſters of the crown, and 
both houſes of parliament, manifeſt a deſire to con- 
cur with his majefty in promoting the proſperity of 

Ireland, the union and happineſs of all his ſubjects, 

by your emancipation. | 

This very momentous queſtion is now before the 

legiſlature: we again earneſtly beſeech you to ſuppli- 

plicate the Almighty Ruler of empires, by whom kings 
reign, and the framers of laws determine what is juſt, 
to direct their deliberations thereon; for his greater 
glory, for the happineſs of this kingdom, and advan- 
tage of all good ſubjects. Pray in a particular man- 
ner for the preſervation of our beloved Sovereign, 
the tender father of all his people; for the royal fa- 
mily, for his majeſty's miniſters, for both houſes of 
parliament, for the magiltrates, and for all in power 
over us; that they may rule in wiſdom, and enjoy 
tranquillity: implore the protection of Heaven for 
the Church of Chriſt and her miniſters, againſt the 
various atcacks of infidelity. He has promiſed, it is 
22 | true, 
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true, to aſſiſt his church to the end of time; but has 
not attached his promiſe to particular kingdoms or 
provinces. The Chriſtian faith was firſt preached, 
and propagated in the Eaſt; where it flouriſhed, dur. 
ing many centuries; it flouriſhed likewiſe in Africa, 
At preſent, alas! it barely exiſts in ſome parts of 
theſe continents, long the prey of Pagan idolatry and 
Mahometan ſuperſtition : other regions have been 
alſo deprived of the light of Faith, by their pride, 
ſchiſm, and in puniſhment of various ſins, Would 
' to Heaven we had not occaſion to bewail recent in- 
ſtances of ſimilar divine vengeance in Europe! 

Take care then, dearly beloved brethren, to che- 
rjſh the precious gift of Chriſtian Faith: without it 
we mult periſh eternally. 

St. John Chryſoſtom remarks, © that a 3 
„life, and vain love of glory, are the principal 
„ cauſes of incredulity *,” which under the diſguiſe 
of philoſophy, is epidemicel in theſe irreligious times. 
No chriſtian of ſober regular conduct, who thinks 
modeſtly and humbly of himſelf, is incredulous: a- 
vail yourſelyes of this juſt reflection and advice of 
that holy Doctor. It will ſhield you from the at- 
tempts of modern wits, who affet à ſuperiority of 
underſtanding and ſingularity of opinion, to lay waſte 
the inheritance. of Jeſus Chriſt, whom they audaci- 
ouſly and openly blaſpheme. Conſider, that the ge- 
nerality of theſe witlings have been, and are to this 
day, enſlayed by their paſſions; and that their infide- 


* Illad maxim cauſa incredulitatis eſt vita nempe corrupta, & 
flopig amor, Chryſoſt, in Matth. Hom, 72, 
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"hs had its origin in \ the 9 of their OE 
The habit of vice is what chiefly foments it, and an 
unbounded vanity renders it diſguſting and i 
portable to all real chriſtians v. 

It is. not difficult to know theſe diſciples of 1645 
lity: they diſtinguiſh themſelves by a petulant aver- 
bearing loquacity, an intolerable ſelf-ſufficiency, an 
irreligious ridicule, a peremptory dogmatical deciſi- 
on, a contempt of authority particularly eccleſiaſtical, 
and by other charaReriſtic qualities of their maſters 
and teachers t. Their converſation is dangerous, 
their attacks inſidious. Be on your guard; but do 
not confide in your own ſtrength. It will prove in- 
ſufficient without the efficacious grace of God. For 
* it is God who worketh in you both to will and to 
* accompliſh according to kzs good will 1.“ Im. 
plore that heavenly aid inceſſantly, as the protection 
of your faith againſt the violence of paſſion, and con- 
tagion of bad example. 

« If you and your children, ſaid the Lord to Solo- 
« mon, revolting ſhall turn away from following me, 
% and will not keep my commandments .. . I will 
take away Iſrael from the face of the land, it ſhall 
be a proverb and a bye word among all people.“ 
. When it ſhall be aſked, © Why hath the Lord 
done thus to this land, and to this houſe? They 


* See Beaumont Recueil des Mandemens. This late illuſtrious 
archbiſhop of Paris was ſtyled the Athanaſius of the preſent century, 
on account of his uniform oppoſition to the Janſeniſts, and philoſo- 

phers of France. = Do 

See above, p. 10g, 110. } Phil, it, 3. 

. 2 ſhall 
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« ſhall anſwer, becauſe they forſook the Lord their 
God .. | 

Such, deareſt brethren, is the dreadful ſentence 
denounced by God himſelf againft thoſe who, fol- 
lowing the corruption of their hearts, abandon his 
worſhip. Let us then endeavour * to work our ſal. 
% vation with fear and trembling +; for, „man 
„% knoweth not whether he be worthy of love or ha- 
„ tred .“ Let us humble ourſelves in the preſence 
of the Lord, who “ reſiſteth the proud, and giveth 
« grace to the humble . Try your own ſelves 
« if you be in the Faith.“ If you are, you will, 
with the divine aſſiſtance, enliven it by good works, 
by the obſervance of God's commands, and by the 
practice of religious duties. For as the body with- 
cout the ſpirit is dead; ſo alſo faith without good 
„% works is dead1.” Do not deſpiſe the riches of 
« God's goodnels, and patience, and long-ſuffering : 
* knowelt thou not that the benignity of God leadeth 
* thee to penance? But according to thy hardneſs 
and impenitent heart, thou treaſureſt to thyſelf 
«« wrath, againft the day of wrath, and revelation of 
the juſt judgment of God .“ 

To you the ſacred miniſters of religion, the Ro- 
man Catholic clergy of this archdioceſs, we ſhall now 
addreſs ourſelves in a particular manner. You are 
not ignorant of the many preſſing motives which 


3 


ii. Kings ix. 6, 7, 8, 9. Uu. cor 1g. 5. 


+ Phil. ii. 12, 13. | 1 ü. James 26. 
24 Bod. in. 5. | * Rom. 11. 41 5+ 
5 1 Pet. v. 3. | 


ſhould 
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ſhould intereſt you in the eager purſuit of ſacred 
learning, and engage you to cheriſh and obſerve the. 
duties of your ſtation. The church never ſtood in 
greater need of zealous and exemplary miniſters 
than at preſent; when the powers of darkneſs leagued 
againſt her, have fatally ſucceeded in ſpreading in- 
credulity, and a criminal indifference about religion. 
Tere is every reaſon to dread, that we live in thoſe 
days foretold by St. Paul; unhappy days! when 
men abandoned to malice, or led aſtray by the pride 
of reaſon, ſtrive to authorize their licentious. max- 
ims; and to involve others in the ſame criminal 
illuſion which had ſeduced themſelves . But “you 
O men of God t,“ you our worthy fellow-labour- 
ers, you te the joy of our miniſtry, our crown and 
« our glory, ſtand faſt in the Lord, my dearly be- 
% loved f.” Shun thoſe ſeducers, and be every day 
more and more ſolicitous to comply with your ſub- 
lime duties.“ Fly theſe things; and follow after 
6 juſtice, piety, faith, charity, patience, meekneſs d; 
. « Keep that which is committed to your truſt, a- 
* voiding the profane novelties of words, and op- 


p poſition of knowledge falſely ſo called ||.” In a 


word, exerciſe yourſelves in the practice of every 
virtue, by the obſervance of what our ſacred canons 
preſcribe and recommend. 


* But evil men and ſeducers ſhall grow worſe and worſe: n 
and driving into error. ii. Tim. iii. 13. 


+ 1 Tim. vi. 11. t Phil. iv. 1. 


5 1 Tim. vi. 11. | || Ibid. v. 20. 


We 
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We ſpeak to you, deareſt brethren, * not in lof- 
« tineſs of ſpeech, nor in the perſuaſive words of hu. - 
„ man wiſdom, as our faith does not land on the 
* wiſdom of man, but on the power of God#*;”" 


and ſhall conclude our preſent paſtoral inſtruction 


with ic commending ourſelves to the prayers of our 
beloved flock in general. We requeſt them moſt 
earut ly; from an entire conviction of the import- 
ance and danger of our miniſtry, and of our inſuffi- 
ciency to comply with the duties of it, without the 
ſpecial affiſtance of heaven, The charge of a bi- 
ſhop ſhould be dreaded even by angels t: pray then 
for us, moſt dearly beloved brethren, that always 
mindful of the divine precepts, we may * feed the 
„ flock of God, taking care thereof willingly ac- 
« cording to God; and be made a pattern of the 
« flock from the heart .“ Beſeech the prince of 
paſtors Jeſus Chriſt, that all biſhops may be enabled 
by him * to preach the word, to be inſtant in ſea - 


"a ſon, out of ſeaſon, to reprove, intreat, rebuke with 


** all patience and doftrine ; and to be vigilant, to 
c labour in all things, to do the work of an Evan. 
« geliſt, to fufil the miniſtry „ There are many{{diſ- 
* obedient, yain talkers, and ſeducers ||.” It is our 
daty to caution you againſt the attemps of “ wolves 


not ſparing the flock 1,” by © embracing that faith- 


* x Cor. ii. 1,4, 5. 
+ Onue quippa e e Concil. Trid, 


Seſſ. vi. cap. 1. de ref. 


11 Pet. v. 3, 4 
5 Tim. iv. 2, v. 
Derne 


1 Adds xx, 29. 


« ful. 
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_ « ful word which is according to doctrine; cn ve we 
« may be able to exhort in ſound doArine, and to 
« convince the gainſayers . 

Grace to you, moſt dearly beloved breihren, and 
peace from God our Father, and from the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt +; and the communication of the Hoy 
Oboſt, be with you all 4. 


Dublin, 18th Feb. 1793; 


+ Jonn THoMAs Trov. 


P. S. To prevent any ill-natured remarks on the 
frequent mention of Iriſi Roman Catholic Biſhops in 
the above paſtoral inſtruftion, I think it expedient to 
declare my diſavowal of any intention to aſſume, or 
ſanction the aſſumption of any titles, or appellations 
prohibited by law. The Roman Catholic biſhops of 

Ireland are not barons; and of courſe are no more 
chan mere 7itular lords; but no ſpiritual or temporal 
peer of the realm will controvert that they are real 
biſhops. No more is intended by ſigning themſelves 
Roman Catholic Biſhops. —They do not aſſume the 
. title of lord. The Catholics of theſe kingdoms are 

denominated papiſis, and their religion is ſtyled 
papiſtical. idolatrous, and ſuperſtitious in the ſta- 
tutes. The Catholics never acquieſced in any of 
theſe qualifications and epithets, as deſcriptive of 
their diſcriminating religious tenets; nor have they 


* 4 Tit. iz. -+ ii, Cor. 4, 2. t Ibid, xiii, 13. 
= ever 
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ever ion any petition to the Britiſh or Iriſh 
parliament, except under their hereditary appella- 
tion of Catholics, or Roman Catholics, which are per- 
ſectly ſynonymous “. On the ſame grounds, no 
Roman Catholic Frelate ſtyles himſelf Titular Biſhop, 
as that would obviouſly imply a diſavowal or doubt 
of the reality of his conſecration ; which is univer- 
ſally admitted by all Chriſtians that e a 
divine Hierarchy in the Church. 
In the correſpondence with the Sacred Congrege- 
tion which I have publiſhed +, Lordſhips are men- 
tioned, It may poſſibly be judged neceſſary that I 
ſhould ſay ſomething by way of apology for that and 
ſimilar expreſſions: my late moſt excellent confrere 
Doctor James Butler of Caſhel has furniſhed me with 
one, which, I flatter myſelf, will appear ſufficient to 
every candid Proteſtant, on the preſent occaſion : I 
ſhall tranſcribe it in his own words. The public 
« will not, I truſt, be rigorous 'in judging the 
1 above expreſſions, when it is conſidered that thoſe 
« letters (of the S. Congregation) were not then 
« written with the moſt diſtant idea of ever being 
thus dragged before the world. To ſpeak in any 
« other language thay I have uſed, under the cir- 
© cumſtances of the times, in which they were writ- 


* Some Engliſh Roman Catholics ſtyling themſelves Proteſting 
Catholic diſſenters preferred a petition and bill to the Britiſh parlia- 
ment in the year 1791, This novel appellation was ſtrongly repro- 
bated by their Catholic brethren in theſe kingdoms, and elſewhere : 
It appeared «abſurd to that enlightened parliament, and was * 


See the tafe jratid by F. Plowden, Eſq. | » 
+ See page 42 & ſeq. of the above paſtoral inſtruction. 
* ten, 
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« ten, would be in ſome inſtances unintelligible, 

« and in others, perhaps, unwarrantable, To qua- 

_ « lify the terms of them now, would he diſingenu- 

« ous and unjuſt ;. ſo that I have preferred, on the 

« whole, the leaving of them, with all their cha- 

* rafters, to appear in the world, to the entirely 

* ſuppreſſing of them, or, but n rin ky 

them *.“ | qo <q 9 


Dublin, 26th Feb, 73 


Jenn Tuo, TRox. 


* Sce Dr, Batler's Juſtification, &c. p. 6 and 7. 
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AVAIL myſelf of this republication of my Pa- 
floral Inſtruction, to notice ſome objections; 
which, as I hear, have been made to particular ex- 
preſſions and poſitions in the former edition, 
The appellation Chriſtian Citizens, in the title 
page, has been cenſured; on a preſumption, that I 
thereby adopt the principles and expreſſion of level- 
lers inimical to monarchy, and hereditary diſtinc- 
tions. This objeCtion, if it deſerves the name, could 
be made by thoſe only, who did not read beyond 
the title page. : 
The Inſtruction, I flatter myſelf, breathes nothing 
but loyalty, and reſpe& for conſtituted authority; 
whether exerciſed in a monarchy, ariſtocracy, de- 
mocracy, or mixed ſyſtem of government; by Pro- 
teſtants, Catholics, or any other religious deſcription 
of rulers. Theoriſts objett to every exiſting ſyſtem 
of government, and ſubſtitute an Utopia impoſſible 
to be realized under the infirmities of human 
nature, | DT 
I am not of their number; although my prin- 
ciples are equally inimical to the deſpotiſm of rulers, 
and the licentiouſneſs of ſubjefs. The chriſtian 
religon condemns both. An early attachment to the 
conſtitution of my country as formed of King, 
Lords, and Commons, has been ſtrengthened by 
education and reflection: I conceive it admirably 
calculated to prevent either extreme. 


In 
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In theſe times of experiment and innovation, 
frequently ariſing from irreligion, the conſequence = 
of a prevailing inſidel philolophy ; Chriſtianity in 
general, and the Cathohic ſyſtem in particular, are 
conſidered. by many as boſtile to liberty, and to the 
rights of men. The word cifizen is uſed, by them as 
the magical ſymbol of an «quality, deſlrudtive of 
order, of ſaciety, and of religion. 

To combat that dangerous miſapplication of a 
common word, I have endeavoured to explain the 
duties of chrillian citizens; and to ſhew, that inſtead 
of being incompatible, they are interwoven with 
every happineſs; and that religion is the ſolid baſis, 
and firmeſt ſupport of every government, 1 

The twenty-/eventh page of che former edition 
concludes the text thus. The people are enſlaved when 


their Sovereign declares hamſelf head of | the church. | 


Theſe words have been ſtrained and tortured in a 
moſt extraordinary manner, to convey a meaning as 
diſtant from my intention, as it is irreconcilable 
with. the ſentences immediately preceding and fol- 
lowing, which fully determine their true fignifica- 
tion. The Catholic religion had been deſcribed as 
an inſtrument. of deſpotiſm, and inimical to liberty, 
1 prove the contrary from the hiſtory of England 

when Catholic; and obſerve, that the defeftion of 
Henty VIII. from che catholic faith, inflead of in- 
creaſing liberty, was attended with the loſs of it. I 
eſtabliſh no theory, or doQtinal poſition, I only 
relate a poſitive fact atteſted by Hume, de Lolme, 
and Burnet, expreſs)y quoted in the note page 28. 
tyranny cannot be the re of chriſtianity, which 
condemns 
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condemns it. Neitber the Proteſtant, nor the Roman 

Catholic religion is hoſtile 10 freedom. — This is 

doctrine. That there have been tyrants of every 

religion, and that Henry VIII was of the number, 
is a fact. I call upon every intelligent and candid 
reader to decide; whether it be fair to comment on a 

ſolitary detached ſentence, without any reference to 
the context which explains it, The very Scriptures 
may be, as they have been, miſapplied in like man- 
ner. I ſolemnly diſavow the odious and invidious 
dofirine which has been aſcribed to me; and never 
| ſaid, nor intended to aſſert, that the Eccleſiaftical 
Supremacy of our gracious Sovereign King George 
III. or of any other Proteſtant Prince, is the cauſe 

of deſpotiſm, or neceſſarily connefted with it. 

Occaſion has been taken, from my aſſerting that 
the dofrinal deciſions of general councils confirmed 
by the Pope, are of infallible authority, to expatiate 
on the As of ſome councils authorizing the depoſi- 
tion of princes, and extermination of heretics, &c. 
Tbe depoſing power of popes never was an article 
of catholic faith, or a doctrine of the church; nor 
was it ever propoſed as ſuch, by any council, or by 
the very Popes themſelves who exerciſed it. At pre- 
fent, it is not maintained even as an opinion by 
Roman Catholic theologians: the people of ſome 
kingdoms have, indeed, aſſumed that power in latter 
times, and have occaſionlly exerciſed it with a ven- 
geance. The See of Rome never taught, that'faith ts 
« not to be kept with the heterodox : that an oath ts 
® kings ſeparated from catholic communion, can be 
* wolated ; that it is lawful for the biſhops of Rome 
66 to 
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« tg invade their temporal rights, and dominions. 


« An attempt or deſign againſt the life of kings and 
© HTINCES, even under the pretext of religion, is con- 


« ſidered at Rome, as an horrid and n crime.“ 
See above page 46. 

Chriſtian princes formerly ſubmitted their diſ- 
putes and quarrels with each other, to the Pope as to 
their common father, and abided by his deciſion; 


which was generally enforced under the cenſure of 


excommunication againſt the diſobedient, 


Hence aroſe the depoſition of princes, and not 
from any principle of catholic faith, eſtabliſhing the - 


exerciſe of it as an appendage or conſequence of 
the Pope's ſpiritual and eccleſiaſtical primacy in the 
univerſal church; which is acknowledged by all 
Catholics. The decrees of general councils and of 
Popes, enjoining the corporal puniſhment of here- 
_ tics, and privation of their property, acquired effi- 
cacy from the temporal and civil power. The 


church cannot inflif theſe penalties. She judges of 


the doctrine only, and confines her puniſhment of 
heretics to a ſeparation from her communion, by 
_ eccleſiaſtical cenſures. Her authority extends no 
further. The heretics of former ages were juſtly 
conſidered as enemies not only to the faith, but 
likewiſe to every ſtate and government. They 
preached ſedition, and practiſed ity, for this reaſon, 
hereſy was made capital by the temporal power, and 


the Jaws of almoſt every chriſtian ſtate. Blackflone 
ſa + We find among our ancient precedents a a 
e hanrelico comburendo, which is thought by 


be as ancient as the common law itſelf.” 
Comment. 
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Comment. vol. 4. ch. iv. Num. 11. This writ re- 
mained in force during the following reigns, till 
repealed by the the Statute, 29 Car. II. c. 9, when 
« hereſy was jubjeſted only to eccleſiaſtical correc- 
« tion pro Salute Anime.” (Idem, ibid. Apoſtacy from 
chriſtianity in the manner deſcribed by Blackſtone, 
is puniſhable in England, by an AR or Statute 9 
and 10 W. III. c. g2. { Idem, ibid. Num. 1.) I do not 
know whether this Statute has been repealed. It was 
not when Blackſlone wrote his Commentaries. The 
hetetics alluded to in the third Canon of the IV 
Lateran council ſo often mentioned of late, wete 
the Albigen/es, a ſeft of Manicheans : their docttines 
were abominable and impious, equally deſtructive of 
chriſtianity, good order, and government of every 
kind. (See Boſſuet. Hiſt. Var. B. x1.) Church and 
ſtate combined againſt them in that council, The am- 
baſſadors of theemperor of Conſtantinople, of the king 
of Sicily emperor elect of the Romans, of the kings of 
England, France, Hungary, Jeruſalem, Cyprus, Arra- 
gon, and of many other ſovereigns, and independent 
free cities, aſſiſted at this council of Lateran, A great 
number of the biſhops, and many of the abbots were 
ſoveteigns in their reſpective territories: all con- 
curred in reviving the former laws, and re-enaRting 
the penalties againſt heretics, In like manner, the 
pernicious dottrines of John Hu and Jerome of 
Prague, were cenſured, and their authors not only 
ſeparated from catholic communion iri the council 
of Conſtance ; but alſo capitally convicted, and con- 
demned to death by a lay court of judicature; in 

| conſequence 
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conſequence of the exiſting laws id bereſſurchu. 
and heretics. 

Without the authority of the date, every corporal 
puniſhment denounced againſt heretics by Popes or 
councils, was conſidered ineſſectual, and radically. 
null, as deriving from an incompetent tribunal ; 
becauſe the church as ſuch, has no power over the 
limb, life, or property, of any one; nor a right to 
| exerciſe juriſdiction in theſe matters, unleſs autho- 
rized or privileged dy the ſtate.—The church not 
only abhors bloodſhed, abhorret a ſanguin?) but 
likewiſe manifeſts her deteſtation of cruelty, by re- 
pelling all thoſe from the. ſacrament of order, who 
are of a ferocious diſpoſition, or are ſuppoſed to 
have tranſgreſſed againſt lenity: the want of this 
amiable diſpoſition dęfectus lenitatis conſtitutes an 
irregularity, which is a canonical impediment to re- 
ceive ordination: violence is not uſed by the church 
to enforce belief. Many councils forbid it: becauſe, 
as one at Toledo declares, God ſhews mercy to whom 
he thinks fit, Præcipit Sancta Synodus, nemini 
6 deinceps ad eredendum vim inferre. Cui enim 
Deus vult miſeretur*” Cap. de Judais dift. 45. 


The compilation of Grattan a monk of the twelfth 


century, which is known by the name of Decretum 


Cratiani, and has been (by miſtake I preſume) 
recently uſhered into public notice under the honor- 
able title of Fhe Canon of the Catholic Church, is not 
a rule of catholic faith. It was conſidered ſo inac- 
curate-and erroneous as to require explanations and 

correftions, Different emendations of it have been 

publiſhed, The laſt appeared in the Pontificate of 
| 8 5 Gregory 3 
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3 XIII, who refuſed to give it the andion of 
his approbation. See Ant. Agoſtini Archbiſhop of 
Tarragon de Emendat. Grattant: allo Devoti, Inflit. 
Can. Rome 1785- | 
This compilation manifeſts the great 1505 of 
Ceralian, who is likewiſe entitled to ſome degree of 
praiſe for his method, and arrangement of matter: 
in other reſpects, it is beneath criticiſm, It is re- 
plete with anachroniſms, and other inſtances of 
unpardonable ignorance and negligence. Gratian 
ſeems totally unacquainted with ancient church hi- 
ſtory, and the elements of criticiſm, His work as a 
compilation is no authority. The various heteroge - 
neous articles of it are to be eſteemed according to 
the internal merit, and authenticity of each: they 
- ſhould be judged of ſeparately without reference to 
the compilation ; which neither. increaſes nor di- 
miniſhes their intrinſic value, or authority. 
No ſimilar compilation, however accurately dige- 
ſted, can be deemed the Canon of Catholic Faith, or 
be juſtly conſidered as the fixed and ſetiled regulation 
of the Roman Catholic urch. Let us ſuppoſe, that 
„all the particular ſtatutes and deciſions that have 
„been made both by the legiſlature, and by the in- 
« ferior judges in England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
„ for only theſe laſt five hundred years, were col- 
letted together in one volume, and every deciſion 
and law, relating to the ſame ſubjett, were claſſed 
together under one title; what kind of authority 
„would ſuch a body of laws have? Could it be 
called, with the ſmalleſt propriety, the fixed and 


a . ttled regulation of the Britiſh Empire? In it we 
"0 ſhould 
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«6 „ ſhould find one law ordaining, and another abo. | 
6 liſhing the ſame thing; and a third eſtabliſhing 
« the quite contrary ; one law in England, another 
« in Scotland, a third in Ireland; all differing from 
one another, on the ſame ſubject; one law in 
force in one of thoſe countries, and no manner oÞ - 
« regard paid to it in the other two, and vice ber. 
„Now, if this would neceſſarily be the caſe with 
« three countries, all under the ſame government, and 
« ſubjett to the ſame prince, it will ſurely be much 
% more ſo in a collection of the Church Canons, 
„ which have been made at different times, during 
the ſpace of near eighteen centuries, on number. 
« leſs different occaſions, and in a variety of diffes 
rent nations, all differing from one another in 
© their government, cuſtoms, and even in their lan- 
« guage; and it is equally ridiculous, or more ſo, 
to call fuch a collection of canons the fixed and 
« /ettled regulations of the Church of Rome, as it 
« would be to call the other collection of civil ſta- 
4 tutes' the fixed and ſettled laws of: Great Britain 
„and Ireland: yet, both one and the other collec. 
tion would be of no ſmall advantage to reſpective 
u rulers of church and ſtate, and to thoſe who ap- 
* plied to the ſtudy of the canon and eivil law, as 
« it would ſhew them great light in many particular 
10 caſes, and be a direction io them in forming a. 
„ proper judgment on theſe matters.” Doctor G. 
Hay in his anſwer to Mr. W. A. "= Letter, Dublin 
Edit. 1779. Ta 
Some, I hear, apprehend treaſon or nager to the 
ſtate from any correſpondence between his Holineſs 
and the Iriſh Roman Catholic Clergy; and ſeem 
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terrified at the appointment of cardinals to ſuper- 
intend the eccleſiaſtical concerns of Catholics in this 
kingdom. It is rather ſurpriſing that theſe, alarms 
have not been hitherto expreſſed; particularly ſince 
the year 1787, when the late Dr. James Butler of 
Caſhel publiſhed, is correſpondence with their emi- 
nencies. See his 7uſtification, &c. I am ata loſs to 
conceive why my Paſtoral Inflrudion ſhould be con- 
ſidered as having firſt made the important diſcovery. 

Communion with the See of Rome is, on catholic 

principles, indiſpenſably neceſſary: it is impoſſible 
to preſerve this communion without occaſional cor- 
reſpondence by letters; nor is it material whether 
cardinals, prelates, or other eccleſiaſtics are em- 
ployed by his Holineſs as counſellors, or ſecretaries, 
I muſt own, that the word cardinal ſounds frightfully 
in the ears of many in this country ; but, happily, the 
apprehended miſchief vaniſhes with the ſound. — 
This correſpondence is not peculiar to Ireland. The 
Roman Catholic Biſhops of England, Scotland, Ca- 
nada, Holland, Pruſſian Sileſia, Ruſſia, of the united 
American States, and of all ſtates in the world, 
occaſionally correſpond with the holy See on eccle- 
ſiaſtical matters; without the ſmalleſt offence, injury, 
or danger to any of them. This correſpondence is 
very well known, and excites no alarm, except in 
the minds of ſome in Ireland ; who appear affrighted 
without even a ſhadow of danger. None can be 
apprehended from the letters of either Pope or Car- 

dinals. They inculcate reſpe& for rulers, peace, 
and good order; without interfering further in tem- 
poral or civil concerns. 


It 
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It has been ſaid, I underſtand, by ſome few who, | 
perhaps, did not read my Paſtoral Inſtruction, that 
I have diſcuſſed political doctrines, and thereby diſ- 


| graced my miniſtry, On this I ſhall only obſerve, 
that if our drvine Redeemer was a politician when he 


commanded his hearers and followers, To render to 


Caſar the things that are Cæſar's, and to Cod the 
things that are God's; if St, Peter was a politician 
when he deſired us to honour all men, to love the 


brotherhood, to fear God, to. honour the king ; if St. 
Paul was a politician when he enjoined reſpeR for 


the powers that are; if the goſpel be a lau of liberty, 
and not a cloak of malice; if the primitive and other 
Chriſtians in every age, have uniformly obſerved 
theſe precepts; if the Roman Catholic Church in- 
culcates and enforces them; I freely acknowledge, 
that after ſuch illuſtrious examples, and influenced 
by goſpel principles, I have likewiſe communicated 
ſame political information in my Paſtoral Inſtruc- 


tion; but ſuch only as is neceſſarily connected with 


my avowed deſign to explain the important duties of 
chriſtian citizens. I diſavow an intention of pro- 
ceeding further on any political ſubjett; and hope 
the attentive peruſal of my Iaſtruction will vindicate 
'me from any charge to the contrary. 
As to the revival of religious controverſy which, 
I alſo hear, has been objeed to me; I poſitively 
deny the charge ; and refer the reader to page 104 of 
the Inſtruction, where I aſſign my motives for diſ- 


cuſſing particular points of catholic faith, and 


general diſcipline of the church; which had been 
recently attacked. I hope thoſe motives will appear 
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a ſalisfactory to others, as they are candid on my 
part; and convince every reader of my real inten- 
tion; which was, to write as an apologiſt for Roman 
Catholics; and not as an adverſary of Proteſtants, 
I I fincerely unite with my Catholic Brethren, in 
their effuſions of loyalty and gratitude to our be- 
| loved Sovereign, and both Houſes of Parliament; 
for the recent proof of their wiſdom, juſtice, and 
 Iiberality, exhibited in the 5i/l for our relief, which 
has juſt been ſanctioned by the Lords and Commons, 
May the united efforts of all Iriſhmen be hencefor. 
forward direfted to the preſervation of tranquility, 
and promotion of the general advantage, and pro- 
ſperity of their country: may the condutt of Ca- 
tholics in particular, be ever, as it has hitherto been, 
conformable to their principles ; ; and prove, that 
the confidence repoſed in them by an enlightened 
legiſlature, is not miſplaced. 
Mey all animoſity between fellow-ſubjefts ceaſe, 
and the cauſes of it be buried in eternal oblivion. 
Excidat illa dies evo, nec poſtera credant 
4. Szcula; nos cerie taceamus & obruta multa 
" Not tegi noſttæ patiamur crimina gentis,” 
Slatius. 
Dublin, 
22d March, 179g. 
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Tux TESTAMENT oF His usr CHRISTIAN | 


MAJESTY, LOUIS XVI. Wo was BE. 


BEHZA DED AT PARIS, ON MONDAY | TAE 
21ſt OF JANUARY, 1799, WRITTEN BY HI 


SELF, AND READ IN THE SITTING OF THE 


COMMONS, ON THE SAME DAY. 
0 - | 
n 


Ix the name of the moſt Holy Trinity, the Fa- 


ther, and the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, this day, | 


the 21ſt of December, 1792, I, Louis THE $1X- 
TEENTH OF THE NAME, KING OF FRANCE, 
having been for more than four months impriſonad, 
with my family, in the Tower of the Temple at 
Paris, by thoſe who were my ſubjects, and deprived 
of all communication whatſoever ſince the 11th 
inſtant, with my own family; moreover, being im- 
plicated in a trial of which it is impoſſible to fore. 


fee the iſſue, on account of the paſſions of men, and 


for which no pretext or means can be found in any 


exiſtent law; having only God for the witneſs of 


my thoughts, and to whom I can addreſs myſelf; 


I here declare, in his preſence, MY CAFE: WI LL AND 


SENTIMENTS. - 
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I leave my ſoul to God, my Creator; I pray him 
to receive it in mercy, and not to judge it according 
to its deſerts, but according to thoſe of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who offered himſelf a facrifice to God 
his Father, for us men, however unworthy ; and 
for me the moſt unworthy. I die in the union of 
our mother, the Catholic, Apoſtolic and Roman 
Church, which holds her powers by an uninterrupted 
ſucceſſion from St. Peter, to whom Jeſus Chriſt in- 
truſted them. I firmly believe and acknowledge 
every thing contained in the commandments of God 
and the Church, the ſacraments and myſteries, ſuch 
as the Church teaches, and hath always taught them; 
I have never pretended to make myſelf a judge of 
the different modes of explaining the Dogmas which 
divide the Church of Jeſus Chriſt; but I have con- 
formed, and will always conform, if God grant 
me life, to the deciſions which the higher eccleſi- 
aſtics of the Holy Catholic Church give, and ſhall | 
give, conformably to the diſcipline of the Church 
followed ſince Jeſus Chriſt, I lament with all my 
heart, our brethren who may be in error, but I pre- 
tend not to judge them, and I love them no leſs in 
Jeſus Chriſt according to what chriſtian charity 
| teaches us. I pray God to pardon me all my ſins; 
I have endeavoured to humble myſelf in his pre- 
| ſence. Not being able to avail myſelf of the mini- 
firy of a Catholic Prieſt, I pray God to receive the 
confeſſion which I have made, and above all my pro- 
found repentance for having put my name (though 
it was againſt my will) to afts which may be contrary 
to the diſcipline and belief of the Catholic Church, 


to 
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to which I have always remained ſincerely united 
in heart. I pray God to accept of my firm reſolu- 
tion, if he grant me life, to make uſe as ſoon as I 
can of the miniſtry of a Catholic Prieft, to confeſs 
myſelf of all my fins, and to receive the ſacrament 1 
of penance. I requeſt all thoſe whom I have of- ; 
fended through inadvertence, for I do not recollect 
having knowingly. offended any one, or thoſe to 
whom I have given bad example, or ſcandal, to for. 1 
give me the evil which they think I have done them. = | 
Ientreat all charitable perſons to join their prayers | 
with mine to obtain of God the pardon of my ſins. — 
I forgive, with all my heart, thoſe who have made | | 
themſelves my enemies without my having given 1 
them any cauſe; and I pray God to forgive them, 
as well as thoſe who, through a falſe or miſtaken 
_ zeal, have done me much evil. | 
I recommend to God my wife, my children, my 
ſiſter, my aunts, my brothers, and all thoſe who are 
attached to me by the ties of blood, or in any other 
manner whatſoever. I pray God particularly to look 
with the eyes of mercy on my wife, my children, and | | 
my ſiſter, who have long been the partners of my ſuf- j 
ferings ; to ſuſtain them by his grace, if they ſhould | | | 
loſe me; and as long as they ſhall remain in this 
periſhable world. I recommend my children to my 
wife : I have never doubted her maternal tenderneſs 
ſor them. I recommend to her, above all, to make 
them good chriſtians, and honeſt inembers of ſociety; 4 
to make them conſider the grandeurs of the world, | 
if they are condemned to prove them, but as things - ? 
dangerous and periſhable, and to turn their views to- | 1 
| | ä a wards 
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a8 the ally and ſolid glory of eternity. I requeſt 
my ſiſter to continue her tendern@F'to my children, 
and to be a mother to them, if they ſhould have as 

misfortune to loſe their own 28 

I entreat my wife to forgive me Were evils which 
ſhe ſuffers on my account, and the uneaſineſs Which 
I may have cauſed her in the courſe of our union; 
as ſhe may be aſſured, that I remember nothing a- 
gainſt her, ith ſhe thinks ſhe has _ thing b e 
herſelf with. 

I earneſtly recommend to my children, next. to 
their duty to God, which they ought to prefer to 
every thing,to maintain mutual union, ſubmiſſion and 
obedience to their mother, and gratitude for all the 
cares which ſhe endures for them, and in memory 
of me, 

I entreat them to conſider my ſiſter as a ſecond mo- 
ther. I recommend to my ſon, if he ſhould have 
the misfortune to become king, to think that he 
\ owes himſelf entirely to the good of his fellow-citi- 
zens; and that he ought to forget all hatred and all 
reſentment, and eſpecially what relates to the 'mis- 
fortunes and uneaſineſs which I experience; that 
he cannot promote the good of the people but: by 
' reigning according to the laws; but at the ſame 
time, that a king cannot make the laws reſpected, 
and do the good he wiſhes, but in proportion as he 
has the neceſſary authority; and that, without this, 
being fettered in his operations, and inſpiring no re- 
ſpe&, he is more injurious than -uſeful, I recom- 
mend to my fon to take care of all the perſons who 


were attached to me, as far as his circumſtances ſhall 
give 


2 
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give him the means; to think that this is a ſacred. 
debt which I haveggontrafied to the children or re- 
lations of thoſe who bave died for me, and next, to 
thoſe who are ugfortunate on my account. I know 
ES perſons of thoſe who were at- 
tached to me, who have not condutted themſelves 
towards me as they ought, and who have even ſhewn 
me ingratitude: but I forgive them (often in the 
moment of trouble and efferveſcence, a man is not 
maſler of himſelf ); and I entreat my ſon, if he ſhould 
have the opportunity, to remember only their mis. 
fortunes. I could wiſh to be able to teflify my gra- 
titude to thoſe who have diſplayed a true and diſin- 
tereſted attachment to me. On the one hand, if 1 

was ſenſibly affected by the ingratitude and dilloyalty 
of perions, to whom { had never ſhewn any thing 
but favours, to them, their relations, or friends; on 
the other, I have had the conſolation of ſeeing the 
gratuitous attachment and intereſt which many per- 
ſons have ſhewn to me. I entreat them to accept 
of my thanks: in the ſituation in which things | 
- fill are, I ſhould be afraid of bringing them into 
danger, if I were to ſpeak more explicitly; but I re- 
commend particularly to my ſon to ſeek all occaſions | 
of diſcovering them. | 
I ſhould nevertheleſs think that I calumniated the. | 
ſentiments of the Nation, did I not openly recom- 
mend to my ſon, M. M. de Chamilly and Hu, 
whom their true attachment to me induced to ſhut 
themſelves up with me in this mouruful reſidence, 
and who were near being the unhappy victims of 


what oy did. I alſo recommend to him Cleri, 
0 5 | | with 
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with whoſe attention I had every reaſon to be ſatis- 
fied ſince he has been with me. As it is he who 
has remained with me to the laſt, I requeſt M. M. of 
the Commune, to deliver to him my cloaths, my 
books, and my watch, my purſe, and the little effects 
| Which have been depoſited at the Council of the 
Commons, R 

I alſo moſt willingly forgive them who guarded 

me the ill-treatment and ſeverity which they thought 
it their duty to make me ſuffer, I have found ſome 
feeling and compaſſionate ſouls; may they enjoy the 
tranquillity of heart which ought to ſpring from 
their manner of thinking! 

I entreat M. M. de Maleſherbes, Tronchet and 
Deſeze, to receive here my thanks; and the expreſ- 
fon of my ſenſibility, for all the care and all the 
dains which they took for me. 

I conclude by declaring, before God, and ready 
to appear before him, that I reproach myſelf with 
none of the crimes which are alledged againſt me. 


Done in Duplicate, at the Tower of the Temple, 
December 25, 1792. 


(Signed) LOUIS. 
(A TRUE cor r.) 4 | 


BAUDRAIs, Muncipal Officer. | 
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| Dublin, January 25, 1793- 
DEAR CHRISTIANS, | 


I T has been our conſtant practice, as it is our in- 
diſpenſable duty, to exhort you to manifeſt on all 
occaſion, that unſhaken loyalty to his Majeſty, and 
obedience to the Jaws, which the principles of our 
holy religion inſpire and command. This loyalty 
and obedience have ever peculiarly diſtinguiſhed the 
Roman Catholics of Ireland. We do not conceive 
a doubt of their being aftuated at preſent by the 
ſame ſentiments ; but think it neceſſary to obſerve, 
that a moſt lively gratitude to our beloved ſovereign 
ſhould render their loyalty and love of order, if poſ- 
fible, more conſpicuous. Our gracious king, the 
common father of all his people, has, with peculiar 
energy, recommended his faithful Roman Catholic 
ſubj ects of this kingdom to the wiſdom and libera- 
lity of our enlightened parliament. How can we; 
dear chriſtians, expreſs our heartfelt acknowledg- 
ments for this ſignal and unprecedented inſtance of 
err benevolence and condeſcenſion Words are 

inſufficient; 
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inſufficient; but your continued loyal and peaceable 
conduct will more effectually proclaim them, and in 
a manner equally, if not more ſatis factory and plea» 
ſing to his majeſty and parliament.— Avoid then, we 
conjure you, deareſt brethren, every appearance of 
riot; attend to your induſtrious purſuits for the ſup. 
port and comfort of your families; fly from idle af. 
ſemblies; abſtain from the intemperate uſe of ſpi- 
rituous and intoxicating liquors; praftiſe the duties 
of our holy religion: this conduct ſo pleaſing to 
heaven, will alſo prove the moſt powerful recom- 
mendation of your preſent claims, to our amiable 
ſovereign, to both houſes of parliament, to the magi» 
ſtrates, and to all our well-meaning fellow ſubjects 
of every deſcription.— None but the evil-minded_ 
can rejoice at your being concerned in any diſtur- 


bance. | | 
We cannot but declare our utmoſt and conſcien- 
tious deteſtation and abhorrence of the enormities 
lately committed, by ſeditious and miſguided wretches 
8 ol every religious denomination, in ſome counties 
of this kingdom ; they are enemies to God and man, 
the outcalts of ſociety, and a diſgrace to chriſtianity : 
We conlider the Roman Catholics amongſt them, 
unworthy of the appellation ; whether acting from 
themlelves, or ſeduced to outrage by the arts of 
deligning enemies to us, and to national proſperity, 
- intimately connetted with our emancipation. Offer 
% Your prayers, deareſt brethren, o the Father of 
Mercy, that he may- inſpire theſe deluded people 
with ſentiments becoming chriſtians and good ſub- 
jebts ; ſupplicate the Almighty Ruler and diſpoſer 
| of 


» 


— 


of empires, By whom lings reign, Fed lawjivirs . 


cree juſt things, Prov. viii. 15. to direct his majeſty's 


councils, and forward his benevolent intention to 


unite all his Iriſh ſubjects in bonds of common inte- 
reſt, and common endeavours for the preſervation 


of peace and good order, and for every purpoſe 


tending to increaſe and ſecure national proſperity, 
Beſeech the Throne of Mercy alſo, to aſſiſt both 
houſes of parliament in their important deliberations; 
that they may be diſtinguiſhed by conſummate wiſ- 
dom and liberality, for the advantage of the king- 


dom, and the relief and happineſs of his Majeſty's - 


ſubjects. 

Under the pleaſing 3 of your cheerful 
compliance with theſe our earneſt ſolicitations, we 
moſt ſincerely wiſh you every bleſſing in this life, 
and everlaſting happineſs in the | next; n our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 


John Thomas Troy, D. D, &c, Richard O'Rielly, D. D. &c. 


Dominick Belle, D. D. &c. Thomas Bray, D. D. &c. 
John Cruiſe, D. D. &c. 
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APPENDIX, No. III. 


THz FOLLOWING EXHORTATION WAS READ 
AT EACH MASS, ON SUNDAY THE 14th or 
APRIL, 1793, BY ORDER OF THE R. R. Dx. 
Joux Tnomas Troy, IN ALL THE CHAPELS 
WITHIN THE ARCHDIOCEsSS OF DUBLIN. 


Sr 


DEAR BRETHREN, 


* 0 E haſten to announce the Riches of God's 


| goodneſs diſplayed in a recent Act of the Legiſla- 


ture, reſtoring the Roman Catholics of Ireland to 
a conſiderable Share in the Conſtitution of their 
Country. Our conſcientious loyalty and peaceable 
demeanour, dictated by the principles of our reli- 
gion, have engaged the paternal attention of our moſt 
gracious Sovereign, and the humane conſideration 
of both Houſes of Parliament. They have united 
in decreeing a reward for our meritorious conduQ, 
by the grant of ſeveral ſubſtantial benefits, recited 
in the Act which has juſt paſſed in our Favour. 
Rejoice then, dear brethren, in.the Lord; again, 
We ſay, rejoice; but, let your modeſty be known to all 


Nen. 
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men. Pour forth your thankſgiving to the King of 


Kings, to our beloved Monarch, to the Lords and 


Commons, and to all who have concurred with them 
in procuring our relief. Beſeech the Supreme Le- 


gillator and bountiful beſtower of every good, to 


preſerve and direct his Majeſty King GEORGE III. 


che tender Father of all his people, to protect the 
Royal Family, to aſſiſt both Houſes of Parliament, 


and to ſhower down the bleſſings of his Providence 


on all ranks of our Countrymen. We conjure 
you, moſt earneſtly to manifeſt your gratitude to 
beaven, and to our earthly Rulers, by the exact dil. 
charge of your obligations as Chriſtians and Subjects. 
Let it not be ſaid, that in proſperity you have de- 
viated from that obſervance of religious and ſocial 
duties, which ſo honorably diſtinguiſhed the Iriſh 
Roman Catholics in times of adverſity, —Conlider 
above all, moſt ſeriouſly, that we have not a perma- 
nent reſidence in this earthly city, that we ſhould 
therefore pant after heavenly things; and that we 
cannot obtain them without practiſing the duties of 
religion. The bare profeſſion of it is profane mock- 
ery, and will aggravate your guilt in the fight of the 


Lord. 5 
We cannot but deplore the frequent tranſgreſhons 


of God' Commandments: chat which enjoins the 


ſanctiſication of the Lord's Day, is moſt ſcandalouſly 


violated by all ranks. Heaven is uſually more out- 


raged on that, than on all the other days of the 
week ; by idle and ſinful diſſipation, by intempe- 


' rance, by curſing and ſwearing, by riot and diſorder: 


U - forbear, 
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forbear, we beſeech you, from theſe exceſſes at all 
times, and eſpecially on the Sabbath; which you 
fhould keep holy, not only by complying with the 

Church precept to aſſiſt devoutly at the celebration 
of the divine myſteries, and attending to religious 
inſtruction; but likewiſe by domeſtic prayer and 
other ſpiritual exerciſes; by the communication of 
Chriſtian knowledge to your families, and by an ex- 
emplary condutt in every * for their ediſi- 
cation. 

We ſhould be criminally deficient in duty to our 
beneficent Sovereign and to our Country, if we 
omitted to ſupplicate the Lord of Hoſts, to termi- 
nate the War in which both are at preſent engaged, 
by a ſpeedy, honorable, and permanent peace; ſe- 
curing to all Chriſtian States the ineſtimable gifts 
of religion, true liberty, and good order. All theſe 

| bleſſings appear withdrawn from a nation formerly 
diſtinguiſhed by the appellation of Mof? Chriſtian; 
but now, alas! fatally overſpread with Infidelity and 
Libertiniſm, ariſing from a proud intolerant Philo- 
/ophy, the frunful parent of impiety, of deſpotiſm 
the moſt vindittive, of anarchy. and contuſion. 
What an awful and uſeful leſſon this to rulers and 
ſubjetts of every ſtate; to the preſent, and future gene- 
Tations! From the Wiſdom of his Majeſty's Councils, 
the acknowledged bravery of his Army and Fleet, and 
the profeſſional knowledge of the Commanders and 
Officers, we may juſtly flatter ourſelves that their 
combined efforts will prove ſucceſsful: neverthe- 
leſs, our principal confidence ſhould be in e God of 
Armies; 
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Armies; as victory depends more on him than on 
the number and intrepidity of troops. It is He who 
inſpires that courafe and prudence which decide the 
fate of battles; and without the power of His arm, 
the beſt concerted plans cannot ſucceed, Humble 
yourſelves then in lis preſence, and be ſecond to no 
deſcription of his Majeſty's Subjefts, in the perform- 
ance of thoſe religious Acts that may render the 
God of Sabaoth propitious to us, and to the Empire. 

May the Father of Mercies and the God of all Con- 
ſolation hear our prayers! For the reſt, dearly beloved 
brethren, rejoice, be perfect, take exhortation, be of 
one mind, have peace; and the God of peace and of 
love ſhall be with you. 


Dublin, 10th April, 179 3. 3 


+ Jonx Tnouas TROY. 


